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WELCOME

We welcome the following new members. If you require any advice or
information regarding Club activities do not hesitate to contact any of the
Club Officers listed on the inside front cover of this magazine.

Miss.T.Biggs D.Henson G.McGurren R.Stone
R.Bolam I.Horton J.Neillis T.Stride
R.Booth (A) S.Jackson Miss.M.O'Shea C.Thorpe
R.Branam K.Johnson Miss.J.Palmer D.Thorpe
B.Clare Miss.T.Johnson Miss.J.Porter G.Thorpe

Mrs. P.Davies (S-F) Miss.S.Jordan H.Porter (A) F.Ward
D.Dyson (S) N.Kidd I.Saint J.Warren
A.Fairfoull N.Knight (S) J.Slough E.Warren
W.Field C.Kortisas S.Smythe R.Wesley

Miss H.Filmer Miss.S.Martin Miss.L.Spinelli P.Whiston
O.Foote R.McGillicuddy D.Stewart J.Woolford
K.Hayden R.McGrane Miss.H.Sterry

We also welcome new members from the 2nd Battalion Grenadier Guards who have
replaced the Irish Guards at Chelsea Barracks. Our Irish Guard Members are

now stationed in Germany with the exception of hammer specialist Terry Welsh
who will greatly strengthen our Southern League team.

A = Associate S = Second Claim = First Claim
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FRONT COVER Paul Blagg who has made a rapid return from injury won Bronze in
the National 10 mile walk and led Belgrave to team gold.
PHOTO : FRED POPPLEWELL

BACK COVER D&ja Vu; John Thresher, visiting from Canada, made a welcome
return to our colours at the Cranford Road Relay
PHOTO : BILL LAWS




BELGRAVIAN

NUMBER 204

DEVELOPMENT PLANS

Some 5 years ago and with £4,500 in the bank our
Committee decided to inVest everything in improving
the social facilities at Belgrave. Two years later we

ED 1887 were broke and hoping we had made the right decision.
FOLRS Now the Hall is a changed place and makes a fine

meeting place for all members and their families.
President What's more, the bar revenue, plus the efforts of

several loyal and hard working members have results

Derek Crookes

Gen.Hon.Sec.

Derek Crookes,

209 Lynmouth Avenue,
Morden, Surrey.

in a situation where we find ourselves now with over
£6,000 in the bank. A fine situation and yet one on
which to build. So - oncé again our Committee has
decided to re-invest much of this sum in an even more
ambitious improvement scheme. The story may be read
in the centre pages of this issue.

Hon. Treasurer
Jim Heathfield,
11 Chilnorth Gardens,
Sutton, Surrey.

Our efforts will not’ cease there. We are aware that
developments are also afoot at our home track at
Battersea and we plan to maximise on that opportunity
to further build on our athletic activities.

|Hon. Editor
Bill Laws,

19 Tudor Avenue,
Worcester Park,
Surrey.
(01-337-7215)

We are always looking for new helpers so please see
how you can take part in these exciting developments.

OFFICIAL SHORTAGE

The shortage of officials makes it debatable whether given the choice between

an influx of new athletes or officials, we wouldn't opt for the latter at this
time. What a pleasure, therefore, to see how well our new Sectional Secretaries
have taken to their duties. John Wasbrough writes frequently to all our Vets
and has organised a full programme of events. Leo Coy has made an early start
to the T & F season and predicts we are in good shape for the first league match.
And finally, Ian Horton has headed a small team of helpers which has encouraged
a rapid improvement in the strength and fortunes of our colts, boys and youths
section. ZIan has also devoted his considerable talents to preparing proposals
for developing Belgrave Hall which have found unanimous support from your
Committee. And so while the load has not decreased for our regular band of
officials, we have seen a considerable strengthening of our activities. The
future looks bright.
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In Memorium

=——— HARRV SHIELDS

Following the tragic death of Dave King, Belgrave H. suffered its second
great loss in successive months by the passing of Harry Shields early on
Sunday morning, 25th October 1981, just seven weeks after completing 50 years
membership of the Club.

From early days "athletics"
and BELGRAVE in particular,
and love of the English
countryside played a large
part in Harry's life.
Rising through the ranks
eventually to become a
member of one of the finest
Cross Country teams in the
country at that time,
winning English National
Cross Country team medals
and National London-Brighton
Relay winning team medals.

In the late forties he turned
his talents to Race Walking
and with the great tenacity
for which he was noted, he
became a regular stalwart of
Belgrave teams in the fifties.
He was member of the first
Club team which won all the
National Championships in one
year, so becoming one of the
few people, if not the only
one, to hold winning team
medals for English Cross

AHE = Country, National Relay and
HARRY SHIELDS AT” THE 'BANSTEAD' TURN National Race Walking and

DURING THE 1955 SWC CROYDON AND BACK. after a number of London -
Jack Goswell is seen recording. Brightons, was awarded the

Centurion Medal number 235
after the Brighton and Back
in 1955.

Despite a busy Athletics career Harry assisted in the administration of his
sport, serving for many years as Ass. Hon. Sec. to his great pal Alf Harley

for the Club. He also held the same position for the South of the Thames Cross
Country Assn. of which he was President in 1960/61 and represented this body
on the Southern Counties C.C.A. of which he was President in 1957/58. He was
also a member of the Southern Counties A<A.A. Committee for many years and also
served as an R.W.A. Judge.

In late 1968 Harry had a setback in health which took a couple of years to
overcome, and after early retirement, and never being an "onlooker" rather a
"participant" he turned his main attention to Bowls and Painting, of which his
talents were amazing and had to be seen to be believed. In the last couple
of years all his paintings in Art School Exhibitions were snapped up, and
during his last few months the local "Kent Messenger'" requested an interview
after seeing some of his paintings in a London Transport Exhibition.

So passes a great stalwart of Athletics, many people share with me pleasant
memories of strolling days in his company- I remember he was an authority on
"Trees" a subject we could alwayé be given a lesson on if we mistook one,
which needless to say were numerous. We are all poorer by his passing, but
enriched by knowing him and enjoying his company over the years and our
sympathy to his wife Betty and his two daughters in their great loss.

Jack Goswell



TOM REYNOLDS

We regret to record the passing of Tom Reynolds, the well-known timekeeper who
died in October at the age of 82. Although not a member of our Club (he was a
member of Surrey W.C. and Surrey A.C.) he was one of those people who belong
to athletics and his services were at the disposal of many clubs and organis-—
ations. Amongst these was our own Club and he was a frequent visitor to the
Hall, and as recently as last July he was calling times at our 20 miles Open
Run. He was also in contact with many of us through his keen and devoted
service to Surrey County A.A.A. for which he worked hard. These last two words
sum Tom up very well - whatever he was doing for athletics he worked hard at
it.

S. SPENCER

We regret to learn that on Sunday, 17th January 1982 Syd Spencer passed away.

'Syd Spencer' was 76 years old and had been a member for many years. He
joined the Club via the Metropolitan Police Walking Club, in the forties.
Later on his membership lapsed for a few years and he rejoined in 1966, when
he served as an R.W.A. Judge for many years.

DAVE KING FUND

The fund set up as a result of Dave King's death on the Brighton road last
September closed at the end of the year. I would, therefore, like to take this
opportunity of thanking all those who contributed to the fund. The total
reached was just over £600. As planned I purchased a painting of a countryside
scene, much loved by Dave, also a tree was planted at Hall Place in Bexley and
the remainder givern to Estelle.

I have been asked by Estelle to pass on to all members of the Club her thanks
for all the letters that she had following the accident. In November she gave
birth to a son who she has named David and she asked me at what age we took on
members.

Carl Lawton

Sadly as we go to press we learn of the passing of two of our older stalwarts,
Bert Footer and Charlie Speechley. We shall include full appreciations in
the next edition of the Belgravian.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY'S SECTION

Six months of the year has now passed since taking over this department.
Originally it was a task split up into other officers jobs and hopefully now
we have one person at the helm we can overcome some of the problems that arose.
I would at this point like to thank Frank Webb for the work that he put in
over many years as membership secretary.

Regretfully, in January of this year, we have had to withdraw over 50 names
from the list of members due to them being over 18 months behind. In future

I intend to reduce this to those being 6 months behind. At the time of writing
over 150 have not paid for this year!!

Please remember that to keep the club running efficientiy we must know who is
where, so if you move please let us know immediately. Also the club does not
work on unpaid subs, some members think that it does.

Carl Lawton



A WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT

A busy six months have passed since I was elected President, and whilst I do
not wish to repeat in detail results which have appeared in my feeble attempts
at Newsletters, or which appear elsewhere in this magazine, I would like to
take up just a few lines of the Belgravian.

Our Walkers obtained 3rd place in the National 100km, 1st place in Belgrave
Open 7-Mile Walk and, in fact, all the London 7s, the Southend 6-Miles and
the Met. Police 1ilkm. Carl, their busy Sectional Secretary - as well as
Membership Secretary of the Club - and Barbara, his wife, are expecting
Lawton - Mark III - in October, sincere congratulations!!

On the Country, our Junior Team of Alistair Horton, Stuart Paton, Paul Richley
and Mark Waller retained the Junior Team Race in the Surrey Country C.C.
Stuart was 4th in the Scottish National and Paul 1st in Surrey Schools. We
duly obtained promotion from Surrey League Div.II back to Div.I, but a black
Saturday must surely have been the Southern Championships when we finished

NO TEAMS AT ALL. Another season of hard work has been done by the Sectional
Secretary, Gordon Biscoe.

Our boys, colts and youths have made steady progress, under the guidance of
Ian Horton, a definite asset to the small management band of Belgrave. He has
been assisted by Colin Pearson and Luke Sexton.

Our Ladies, to be honest, have enjoyed little success, but with HarryPorter
joining in the administration side to help Derek Jones, who has worked single-
handed for a long time, we hope for better things in the summer.

Looking to the Track we have-on-paper a very good Southern League Mens Team.
The question is - "Can we change paper into reality"?

Luckily, we only have a limited number of fixtures at Battersea Park. Why do

I say this? - Because, despite of numerous appeals, we still look like being
very short of officials. Please look at your Fixture Cards and if you can make
one or more of the meetings to help in an official capacity - please do so.

Besides those mentioned above I would like to thank our Treasurer, Jim
Heathfield, and all the other members of committee for their support so far
this year and look forward to the same support for the rest of the club year.

Derek Crookes
(President)

HOW IS THE PRESIDENT CHOSEN

It was agreed, some years ago, that a brief explanation of how the Club
President is chosen should appear in the Belgravian every few years.
Basically the choice of President - as with all other Club Officers - is a
matter of decision for the Annual General Meeting, but obviously any member
being put up for the most important job in the Club should be well briefed
before hand.
Firstly - the job. This consists of being present at most of the important
fixtures:- Track, Cross-country, Road, Socials on almost each weekend of the
year, plus many Wednesdays in the summer, giving a speech at the Club Dinner
& Dance and Chairing Club Committee Meetings.
Secondly - how to choose the right man or women for the job. It is felt that
the past Presidents of the club know more about the job than anyone else, so
it is the custom for them to meet in June each year to discuss possible names
for President and give a recommendation to committee. TIf committee approves
the past presidents recommendation, the prospective president is approached to
obtain his willingness to undertake the job and his name is put forward at the
A.G.M.
Of course, the choice of President is not a closed shop and members are invited
to give any recommendations to the General Secretary or Present President, for
discussion at the Past-Presidents Meeting.

Derek Crookes

(Hon. Gen. Sec.)



smm Congratulations to Val and John Bicourt on the arrival in
January of their second son, Graham Stuart. Graham's birth was
8 weeks early - '"Just like his dad" says John who still holds the
Club record for missing cars, trains and planes.

s Congratulations also to Liz and Leo Lyons on the safe arrival
on March 22nd of their first baby - a daughter, Amanda who weighed
in at 61b 10oz.

g Can it be true? We hear that Michael Manning has cancelled
his filming assignment of the London Marathon on May 9th. Wedding
bells on May 8th? Watch this space.

@ Bernard Eglinton has been training hard on the front at Colwyn
Bay with the object of the Marathon. At 68 years of age he has an
impressive list of runs and long-distance walks to his name and he
achieved his objective in a race from Queensferry to Prestatyn in
which he finished in 4.45.06. Leading up to this he had runs over
10k. in 55.41 and the Half Marathon in 1.59.14.

@ Tributes to Harry Shields came from two old friends, past
President Ernie Duffett, writing from Pontypridd described him as
a 100% Belgravian. Alf Taylor (Wellington, Somerset) recalled
joining the Club at the same time as Harry and of their Sunday
morning strolls along the Thames towing path.

mm® Walking Judge, Harold King, remembers his first climbing of
the "Hills" at Wimbledon - "they very nearly killed me!" - they
obviously didn't as this happened 60 years ago. Once again he made
the journey from Erith to officiate at the Open Walk.

tmmm Ve missed Tommy Scrimshaw from our opening road races - he
invariably comes along to these and to have a chat with old friends.
He has been on holiday in Australia and went to Brisbane to see the
"mock-up" for the forthcoming Commonwealth Games. Tommy was back
home in time to attend the Open Walk.

@mmw Congratulations also to Paul Whitby who is to be married on
May 29th. We are hoping Paul will be able to make our League
Meetings after June.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIPS — Fixture Change

Ladies - ignore your fixture card date for the Club Championships. These
are now to be held at Motspur Park on Saturday, 10th July. Events will
include;- Junior and Senior; 100m, 200m, 800m, L.J. plus Senior 400m. Please
note that due to the low turn out at Club Championships certain field events
medals will be awarded based on season best performances achieved during
representative matches.

CHANGES TO NORTH SURREY C.C. LEAGUE

The increasing number of clubs wishing to participate in the North Surrey
Cross Country League has necessitated a review of the present arrangements.
Changes have now been agreed and from the 1983 Winter Season there will be

3 Divisions. Division 1 (to which we have gained promotion) will consist of
7 teams as too will Division 2. Division 3 will comprise of 8 teams. The
existing promotion/relegation of 2 up 2 down will continue.



SOCIAL

THE NEW 200 CLUB - Nightout

Saturday, December 19th saw the inaugral draw of the 200 Club take place at
Belgrave Hall. Subsequent draws have been held every 3rd Saturday of the
month at Belgrave Hall when a convivial evening is provided by mine host -
Bill Couzens - and his team of helpers. In March the 200 Club draw was held
in conjunction with the first of what promises to be an annual 'Pot Black'
Competition to find Belgrave's top snooker player. Some 30 entrants competed
on two tables provided by Messrs. Pritchard and Couzens and trophies were
presented both to the winner and for the highest break. Excitement was high
as the final between Paul Richley and Eric Crutcher was fought out to the last
black. Eric finally clinched the title and Paul Richley won the trophy for
the highest break from Tom Carter who surprised many with skills he apparently
acquired during a recent holiday to Jersey. So well done to the organisers,
congratulations to those who have won prizes and good luck to those who have
yet to win.

Draw Results:

Dec. 1981 £50 Mrs. N. Rouse £20 Miss J. Morris &£10 D.Garrod
£5 D. Crookes, F.Webb.

Jan. 1982 £50 J.Plummer £20 Mrs. E. Godden &£10 C.T.Carter
£5 Mrs. E. Aplin, J. Sweeney.

Feb. 1982 £50 C.Speechley £20 R.Shackleton £10 Mrs. W. Shepherd
£5 Mrs. E. Richley, E.Cook

Mar. 1982 £50 J. Martin £20 Mrs.M.Pinder £10 F.Wood

&5 Mrs. E.Richley, D.Jardine.

FOOTNOTE : There are still 2 tickets left before entries close.
The cost - £1 per month.

BELGRAVE SUPPER — NUMBER ONE

23 January 1982. That was the day of a very special evening which could,
and should, become as significant as that day in 1887 when Belgrave Harriers
was born.

What,you may well ask, has that got to do with "the Club Supper?".

Well, it appears to me that the Club Supper showed we have reached maturity.
Of course in the past we have had hundreds of social events from Theatre to
Fancy Dress, from Bingo to Photographic Competitions, from Jumble Sales to
Brighton Relays, from Butlins Weekends to Rambles, from Formal Club Dinners
to County and Southern Dinners etc. etc. etc.

But, this particular evening was a singular success. It depended on the
mixture of old and young, of cantankerous and nieve, of doers and critics.
Tt needed this amalgam which can only come with age.

It was just like a family meal, noisy, boisterous, good humoured and
comfortable. One felt as easy as at home - and frankly - that was what it
was "at home", the Bels, at home.

Tn the kitchen were the Mums - Gwen (Couzens), Mary (Crookes) Maureen
(Pritchard) and Misses Ruth (Sinclair) and friend plus Karen (Crookes). We
can't ignore what all theilr husbands did, plus, Colin Pearson at the Bar.
I'm bound to have missed someone out, so, sorry — very Sorry - and thank you
very much and thanks to all of you who made such a night possible.

You've taken it to the top of the charts. Its Number One. Please don't
alter the formula - make it number one again and it will run as long as

Belgrave Harriers. Because that was what it was, Belgrave Harriers, at Home.

Charlie Manning.



WALRING

It can hardly be said that we have had a bad winter in so far as results go.
The weather during December and early January obviously did not help
proceedings. Team wins at Chippenham, Iuton, Enfield, Wimbledon and Bexley
in the Opens and the G.L.C. 10. We only missed out at Corby due to the lack
of a 4th man. Fortunately we did not have to rely on the same 4 in the
team events with 7 individuals picking up the 'pots'.

Unfortunately we seem to be suffering the general trend in walking, that
being a reduction in the numbers of competitors and officials. On the
officials side we have lost over the last few months Harry Shields and Syd
Spencer, and although not a member of the club, Tom Reynolds. They were all
long standing members of the walking world who, when their competing days
were over, stayed around to put something back. These are people that the
club is drastically short of and we need replacements. Having had the
situation of starting, timekeeping, competing and recording in a recent race
at Wimbledon I cannot stress the need for those that have hung up their boots
and come forward and lend a hand even if only occasionally.

We did eventually collect National medals last year, in the 100kms.
fortunately the classification rules worked in our favour but we were still
third. Thanks must go to the members of Belgrave who helped out at the
feeding station in the rather deplorable conditions.

On to this year, with the prospects of a full team turn out in most Nationals
we can look forward to overall better performances than last year. We lost
the McSweeney Trophy last year due to the failure of having any under 20 age
group teams. To overcome that this year we must somewhere find some new
recruits. All suggestions welcome.

Walking Reports by Carl Lawton
SEPTEMBER 19th 1981 - PARLIAMENT HILL -~ HIGHGATE HOUR WALKS

Generally a rather poor Belgrave turnout for this event which at one time
was '"the meeting" to attend. It has now been reported that due to lack of
helpers, it will not be held next year.

It was Paul Blagg who was first home for Bels and despite his long injury,
induced lay-off he was proving to be back on form.

A Section: 1.P.Vesty (Leic) 13.393m; 3.P.Blagg 13.267; 11.J.Newnham 12.563;
15. C.Lawton 12.275; 14. M.Scamell 12.014.

B Section: 30. J.Scamel 10.559; 32.D.Fotheringham 10.532.
Teams: 3rd BELGRAVE

SEPTEMBER 26th 1981 - STOKE MANDEVILLE — NATIONAL 100KMS.

Belgrave had started teams in the previous 2 National 100kms. but failed to
finish. This year five started. A wet miserable day bekoned the 6.30 a.m.
starters. As the day wore on Joe Scamell was forced to retire leaving 4 on
the road, Carl Lawton was about to retire at 40 miles, but was informed by
Barbara Dunsford, ably manning the feeding station, that he was not and so it
progressed. A long day with finally Lawton and John Dunsford going the
distance, and Mile Scamell (70 minutes for his last 5kms.) and John Keown
being classified at 95kms.

1.G.Young (Boundary) 9.36.23; 2.M.Lambden (Boundary) 9.38.38; 3.C.Berwick
(Leic) 9.54.22; 9.C.Lawton 10.45.46; 12.J.Dunsford 10.58.35; 18.M.Scamell
(95km) 11.47.51; 19.J.Keown (95km) 11.48.47.

Teams: 71.Boundary 14; 2.Leics. 18; 3.BELGRAVE 30.
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SEPTEMBER 27th 1981 - SOUTHEND -~ 5 MILES

Less than 18 hours after the finish of the 100kms saw a re-arranged Belgrave
Team lining up for the Southend 5 Miles. Despite having to rely on a 50%
veterans team Bels still managed 2nd.

1.R.Mills (Ilford) 35.15.1; 9. J.Newnham 38.12.1; 10.C.Lawton 39.13;
16.E.Hall 40.56; 23.D.Fotheringham 43.11;

Teams: 1.Anglia 38; 2.BELGRAVE 43; 3.Steyning 46.

OCTOBER 3rd 1981 - WIMBLEDON - OPENING 5 MTILES

1.G.Nibre (Ilford) 36.14; 2.C.Lawton 37.23; 3.J.Newnham 37.46; 4.J.Hall 37.46;
8.E.Crossingham 39.24; 9.M.Scamell 39.35; 11.J.Dunsford 42.38; 12.S.Marshall
43.24; 13.D.Fotheringham 43.38; 14.J.Bromley 43.56; 17.J.Scamell 45.06;
18.R.Middleton 45.30; 19.R.F.Day 47.40; 23.T.Cook 49.39; 24.J.Morris 49.48.

OCTOBER 10th 1981 - CHIPPENHAM TO CALNE

Run into debt with the Subscription Secretary and you will soon get a

reminder and the debt can be paid. Run or walk yourself into an Oxygen debt,
and if not soon replenished, you are literally in dead trouble. History has

it that this vital substance was discovered at Calne and nowadays every October
walkers come puffing in after the six miles slog from Chippenham.

This years race, held on the 10th October, attracted the usual good entry and
the race got under way in a fine drizzle. This year instead of dashing around
to overtake the field I was in a car a few yards ahead of the start and was
able to start my watch and the car got away smartly to reach the finish
before the competitors had time to lose their breath.

A fine win for Phil Vesty (Leic) in the second fastest time ever, followed
home by Mike Parker (Brighton). Carl was first home in 6th place and Richard
three places down. Fine performances from John Hall and Newnham to close the
team in for yet another win of the C and T Harris Trophy. With five more
Belgrave finishers the locals saw plenty of Belgrave vests.

With no individual awards, Belgrave had to be satisfied with just the team win
(our seventh consecutive), but still a good days work for an award any club
would be glad to win.

A shop window in Calne had a display of photographs of winners of some of the
earlier races over this classic course. Amomgst them were the late Harry
Churcher (Oct '50), and Stan Vickers ('58), both of these great walkers were
not only A.A.A. and R.W.A. champions but were also Olympic and International
representatives. Carl himself has notched up a record of five wins and the
team ten (out of thirty two). It is good to know that we have such a fine
record in the West Country.

Gordon Doubleday

1.P.Vesty (Leic.) 42.14; 2.M.Parker (Brighton) 42.32; 3.A.James (Enf) 43.39;
6.C.Lawton 44.39; 9.R.Dorman 45.34; 14.J.Newnham 46.00; 16.J.Hall 46.12;
32.E.Crossingham 48.35; 35.M.Scamell 49.32; 53.J.Dunsford 51.52; 61.J.Bromley
53.35; 75.J.Scamell 55.31; 80.R.Picton 56.03.

Teams; 1.BELGRAVE 37; 2.Leic.48; 3.Coventry 69.

_ ——  — —
ANOTHER DORMAN

In the National Youth Championship at Southend on 19th October, Andrew Dorman
placed 31st in 28.24.









































































































