





THE 9th EDITION
(1928)

THE BELGRAVIAN

NOVEMBER, 1928
President . W. X HARE.
Gen. Hon. Secretary: W L. BAYILISS, 71, Ravensbury Road, S.%W 18.
Hon. Treaswer : A, E, MACHER, 164, Bedford Hil, S.W.12.
Editor : B. J. T. KNIFTON, 81, St Dunstan’s Road, Hammersmith.

CLUB NOTES

Honours fall thick upon us. To have won the “Berman” Cup
and the South of the Thames Junior Championship, when we can
be no more than getting into our stride, must satisfy the most
ambitious of our enthusiasts. Yet, while we are justifiably puffed
with pride, we must look ahead to the big races of the new year
and conserve our energies for still greater triumphs.

Already our Commuttee are at work on the programme for next
summer season. Two projects which have received favourable
comment 1 the Committee-room are outlined here. The first is
that we should take part in a four-cornered relay and team match
of 4 events (4 x 100yds, 4 x 440yds., 1 mule team race and 2 miles
walk, team race) with Highgate H., Sambridge H. and Herne
Hill H at Finsbury Park. The match would be decided by pomts,
on the same lines as the “Doris” and “Inter-Club Relay” Shields
competitions, which have always been so popular with us.

The second suggestion, from the SL.H, concerns Achilles
Club, Herne Hill H., London A.C., Surrey A C. and the Poly-
technic H., besides themselves and our own Club. Tt is for the
formation of an athletic league in which each club will meet the
others in turn, once during the season, mn a team match. The
events would be as in the former suggestion, but without the
walk, and 1 addition 4 x 220yds., 4 x 880yds. and 4 x 120yds. hur-
dles (shuttle), relays. Field events (high jump, long jump, putting
the shot and throwing the javelin) would be mcluded, too. What
a galaxy of athletic opportunity!

At the Commuttee meeting on November 1st, the following 11
new members were elected : J. Lawrence, J. C. Capp, F. R. Webb,
C W.G Law, H Morgan, A. H Bulley, ] A Blair, S Garland,
IL. W. Warren, F. Tame and J J. Hegarly

Three resignations were accepled with regret - R. S. Barnard,
T A. Barber, H. Dowsett.



INTER-CLUB C.C. RACE WITH ASHCOMBE A.C AND
THAMES VALLEY A.C. (5 MILES).

Apparently a cross-country race 1s an exciting affair to watch.
At least, that 1s what I and a small band of supporters thought on
Saturday, October 20th, when more than thirty Belgravians went
down to Feltham to compete 1 their first race over the country
this season.  As usual, we were much too strong for the other two
clubs, who had a keen race, however, for second place 1 the team
contest ; Ashcombe beating the Valley by only one point.

Khlopin, as we expected was leading round the rather danger-
ous bend some hundred yards from the start, but he was soon
passed by Cohen and Pyer. We were surprised to see how the
field had spread out after half a mule. Cohen had set up a very
fast pace, but he was soon caught and passed by Bicknell. Pyer
was third, some distance behind, but well ahead of the rest of
the field. This order for the leaders remained the same to the
end.

At half-way it was very strange to see Footer as far back as
the thirties—he was taking a friend along—but 1t was not strange,
but merely wonderful, to see him tearing in at the finish-—nmnth !
Many remarks were made in regard to Footer’s method of deal-
ing with obstacles. Ordinary people either climb over or crawl
underneath, but he seems to dive through without breaking his
stride and without so much as a “Pardon” to the shighted obstacle

Another spectacular feature was the easy running of Duffett
and W. G. Webb, who appeared to be joggmng round having a
yarn and yet finished fifth and sixth respectively. The average
runner has to “run his eyeballs out” to get into the twenties, yet
our two running captains can get up to the leaders by means of
a little gentle trotting.

It has already been mentioned thatl Bicknell was first man home.
He finished unchallenged at quite a fast pace and in perfect
style, looking as though he had enjoyed runming over his own
course. Mickey Pyer was first man to score for the Belgrave
and was still well ahead of the bunch which included those two
captains who scorn racing. The latter were looking round to
count up the fact that we had ten in thirteen, and it is understood
that they were very relieved to discover that there was no need
for them to start hurrymng after all.

A figure 1n while was seen to dart from the above-mentioned
bunch and run into fourth place and become second man to score
for us. This was A. Penny, who had run remarkably well.
Penny 1s a useful miler on the track and was third n our opening
race on the road at Wimbledon. It 1s safe to prophesy that he
will be another strong addition to our team. Robertshaw, perhaps
our most successful runner last winter, was only nineteenth. He
is not yet fit, which 1s all to the good, for he is not likely to
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become stale at the time of our more important races next Febru-
ary and March.

Of the others who fimished well up, mention should be made
cf S R Chorley, who 1s “streets” better than he was last year,
end our former walking secretary, 1n his first Cross-country race
for two years, did well to finish thirteenth with plenty in hand.
Throughout he had been running comfortably and he makes run-
ning look a very easy sort of business Most of the others, apart
irom the leaders, looked the worse for wear

In conclusion (and by way of a digression) I would like to
give a tip to officials. It 1s their duty to be dignified and to earn
respect from all I will therefore tell them that the man with
an umbrella who witnessed this contest was addressed as “Sir’’
by one of the competitors

LEF.
Rrsurt.

Name Club m s

1. P V Bicknell, TV.H. . .. .. . . 30 49

2. L J Cohen AAC . . 31 3

3. A D. Pyer BH. .. . .. . 31 24

4 A Penny . . . .. 32 2

5 E A Duffett " .. . e .. 32 9

6 W. G. Webb " . 32 10

7 W.S Mitchell " . 3 . 32 14

& P Khlopmin ” . .. 32 18

9 H. E. Footer " .. .. .. 32 39

10 A. Allum N 32 46
12, A E Smith v . .. ; 33 14
13. W L Bayliss " 3 33 16
15. W Rice " . .. 33 41
16 W H. Williams » .. 33 52
17. N. Dewberry . . .. . 34 3
19. A Robertshaw » . . 34 21
21. 3. R. Chorley » . 34 27
23  H.L.Rollns i, . . 34 36
23, S. Drake » .. .. §4 47
2o A. Traquair ” .. 34 56
29. F. G Ford " . 35 4
30 S.L King " .. . . 3510
31. A Hearn . .. .. 35 11
32 A. Canard " . . . S 35 12
41 7 C Coleman ' . .. 36 21
43. T F. Morrell » .. . . 36 28
46 ] G. Flatt " .. . .. 36 40
48, D Sloper ) .. .. . 36 55
49. A. A Harley ' . .. %6 56
52. G. Still » . . . 37 13
%6 A. Marshall » 40 20



Name Club m s

57. A. Carnighan B.H .. .. 40 30
58. R Freestone , .. 40 32
Belgrave H . 3-4-5-6-7-8-9-10-12-13 ... 77 pts.
Ashcombe A.C.: 2-11-14-18-22-37-40-42-44-45 we 275 pts.
Thames Valley : 1-20-24-27-28-33-34-35-36-38 w. 276 pts.

INTER-CLUB RACE.

At Wumbledon, on November 10th. Club 5 miles Sealed
Handicap 1 conjunction.

Our Club’s numerical strength was again demonstrated 1 the
second Inter-Club Race with T V H and A.A.C,, as although both
the opposing clubs had more starters than at the first meeting,
we again mustered more than they could field together. In fact
there were just 100 starters and I thunk 60 were Belgravians

The large field made for more 1o score, and 18 a side was
decided upon. Of course, this was very much m our favour,
and our 18 were actually in the first 26 places. Probably the Club
Sealed Handicap, incorporated in the race, was an mcentive {o
our chaps, and produced a very close field. Even closer were
the placings m the Handicap The short space of 26 seconds
separated the first 10 men.

The race 1tself was very interesting, as there was the prospect
of a fine tussie for individual honours. Adfter a fast start, Allum
(Belgrave) led at the first turn, with Cohen (Ashcombe) close
behind  Getting on to the golf links, Cohen tock over the lead,
but hereabouts Footer came through with a rush and, using Sandy
Hill to the best advantage, went to the front. The order through
the Brook was Footer, Cohen, Flower, Junr., Duffett, Pyer, Rice
and Allum

Then came a minor tragedy as Footer suddenly decided to go
round the rough field mstead of across it, thereby losing the lead
and about 70 or 80 yards of ground, which, of course, he could
not make up on Cohen, although he passed the rest of us again.

Going up the Horse-Ride, Bicknell (T.V.H.) and Penny (Bel-
grave) put in some good runmng and got into the first 6 places.

Except for a new T.V.H. member 1n Porter, who made a good
eftort across the common home, the other positions remamned
unaltered

For the rest, A. G. Jones ran very well, as we thought he was
short of traimmng, and S Chorley again got home in the first
25. In fact, the whole of the South of Thames Junior A Team
showed up well.

S. Drake has certainly improved in winmng this very close
handicap The “Footer” school had a good day, as R. Freestone
took the Novice’s Prize, and H. E. lumself took 2 awards. Cole-

man, on his running, merits watching 1n the Surrey County Junior
Race. W.AR.



Resurrs

Name Club Time Start Hep Time Pstn Hep.
1. L J Cohen AAC 29 20 — — —_
2 H E TFooter BH . 29 28 0 15 29 13 2
3 J E PFlower - - 29 37 Scr. 29 37 11
4 T A Dutfett ” 29 51 Scr 29 51 15
6 A, Penny v , 29 53 0 385 29 18 4
$ A Allum 1 . 30 8 0 45 29 23 6
9 W. Rice " 30 10 010 30 0 18
10 A, D. Pyer . 30 14 0 20 29 54 16
11 P. Khlopmn " . 30 16 0 45 29 81 S-
13 A E Smith » 30 41 0 35 30 6 19
16 A. Robertshaw " 31 9 0 50 30 19 21
17 A G Jones ' 31 19 1 45 29 84 10
18. W. L Bayliss " . 31 20 0 50 30 30 27
19 T R Webb A.AC. . 31 30 110 30 20 22~
20. T J Flower B H. . 31 31 Scr. 31 31 37
21 W.D Pnitchard ,, 31 38 115 30 28 , 24
22 C W "ame v 31 40 0 45 30 55 T 31
2¢ S R Chorley " . 31 46 2 25 29 21 5
25, W G Webb ” 32 4 0 25 31 39 38
26 T Pritchard " 32 8 2 25 29 43 13
28 H. L. Rollins » 32 17 2 30 29 47 14
30. S Drake ” .. 32 23 3 15 29 8 1
3 W Callow vs 32 31 3 0 29 31 8
34 F @ TFord . .. 32 41 3 0 29 41 12
37 J G Coleman " 32 44 3 30 29 14 3
42 8. L. King v . 32 56 2 40 30 16 20
45 T F Morrell i . 33 0 3 30 29 30 7
46, M A Gray ' 33 38 116 31 48 39
50 F Atherfold » . 33 11 0 45 32 26 43
51 H W Smith - 33 12 0 50 32 22 42
52 J A Jones N 33 12 0 10 33 2 ' 46
55. R. Hearn " . 33 25 3 0 30 25 25!
56 J G FPlatt » 33 26 1 15 32 11 41
60 J. Marsh . 33 35 1 35 32 0 40
63. J P. Gray ' 33 38 1 0 32 38 44
G4 R Freestone " 33 45 3 0 30 45 307
65 A C Canard " . 33 50 3 30 30 20 22-
67 R. W Best " 33 52 2 45 31 7 33
68 J E Dashper 33 53 3 15 30 38 29
70 A A Harley . . 33 .55 4 0 29 55 ‘17
71 C R Strange . 33 59 2 45 31 14 34
72. G Sull » . 34 4 2 45 31 19 35
74 C A Hills " . 34 29 4 0 30 29 26
75 C Boud " 34 36 4 0 30 36 28
7. H. Swetman s 34 55 3 30 31 25 36
83 I E Satchell ” . 36 4 3 10 32 54 45
84, A W. Jannaway ,, 36 5 5 0 31 b 32
87 C J. Davis o . 36 41 2 45 33 56 49
88 A H Bulley T, .. 36 48 3 0 33 48 48
§9. F. Gilbert ‘ '/*’ 37 11 — — —
90. A Marshall '.AA.C. 37 24, 4 15 '33 9 47

* Dead Heat t
T Winner of Novice Prize. =L
Belgrave H . 2356 89 10 11 18 16 17 18 20 21 22 24 25 26 — 256 pts.
Thames V H : 47 14 15 23 29 85 36 38 39 41 483 44 49 57 66 69 S0
— 689 pts
Ashcombe. 1 12 19 27 81 32 40 47 48 53 54 58 59 60 61 62 73 76
— 813 pts.
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SOUTH OF THE THAMES JUNIOR,

The South of the Thames Junior Race, Surrey and Berks, took
place in splendid weather at Epsom Downs, on November 17th.

Our Club had 4 teams entered, a record, I believe, for this race,
and although some of the selected men failed to turn up, we man-

aged to start the 4 teams. What is more, they all closed-n, a
very satisfactory display

There was a large field of runners, and at the fall of the
flag our boys were well away. Wesson, of Epsom, forced the
pace at the start, with Allum of our own Club lying 2nd  The
rest of our “A”team were close behind. At 2 mile W. S. Mitchell,
Belgrave H , had taken the lead, followed by L. J. Cohen, of Ash-
combe. Allum, Rice and Penny were close on their heels. In
fact, our 4 were in the first 6. Hopes beat high in our breasts,
and we were not disapponted. For when the field came 1 sight
once more, Mitchell, although deposed from the lead by Cohen,
was running finely, and our other men, Penny and Allum, were
having a battle royal for 3rd place Three in four ! It was all
over, for Rice, although dropping several places, came along in
the 13th position and we had won an easy and handsome victory

It was a case of “well run all!” a very fine performance and
one that justified our high hopes of those three most promuising
members, namely, W. S. Mitchell, A, W. Penney and A. Allum.
I only hope that Mrs. Allum, who was one of the many supporters
present at the race, was as pleased as we were.

The remaining 4 of our “A” team ran well together, and fully
justified their selection. Although it hardly seems fair to men-
tion individuals, everyone having run so well, a word of praise
is due to F. G. Ford who ran, although feeling far from well,
and also to C. R. Strange, H W. Swetman, R. Hickey and R.
Freestone, who all ran extremely well, and should, :f they per-
scvere, improve on their performances.

£ detailed list of actual positions and times appended here-
under :—

Posn. Name Time Posn. Name Time

2, W.W. 8. Mitchell 29 36 A 75. M. A Gray ... 3252 B

3. A W. Penny ... 29 37 A 79 H W. Swetman 33 0 C

4 A Allum . . 29 38 A 83. ¥ G. Ford .. 83 16 B
13 W. A Rice .. 30 10 A 85. D. A. Sloper 38 25 C
34 A. G Jones . 31 35 A 90 R. Freestone . 33 43 D
35 S A Chorley .. 31 36 A 94, W Callow ... 33853 B
36 W D. Pritchard 31 37 A 95 R. Hickley ... 3358 D
51. T Pritchard . 32 7T A 97. A A Harley . 34 1 C
54 T F Morrell .. 32 15 B | 103. C Roud . . 34 19 C
63 H D Rollins ... 32 26 B| 108. H W. Smith .. 34 35 B
70. 8 Drake .. . 32 39 B| 120 C.J. Davis .. 30 58 D
74 C R Strange ... 32 48 B 122 C H Phillips ... 36 30 D

[«




Posn, Team Pts Posn. Team Pts.

1. Belgrave H. “A” . oo 22 8 Epsom H . -, 127
2. Mitcham A.C “A”, . 62 9. Caterham C ‘& A C .. 148
3. Surrey A C “A” ... ... 71| 10. Maidenhead C & A C. .. 207
4 Readmng A.C. 74| 11. St George’s Services .. 248
5, Croydon H. “A" 84| 13 Belgrave H “B” ... ... 261
6 Redhill A.C. “A’” .. 103 | 16 Belgrave H “C” .. ... 364
7. Ashcombe A.C “A” ... 108} 18. Belgrave H “D” . 427
RUNNING

We have some attractive fixtures during the next month and
rerhaps a brief review of them might be helpful to a few mem-
bers.

On December 1Ist the following team will compete 1 the Sur-
1ey Youths’ Race, 10 be held from the headquarters of the Rane-
lagh H., viz., J. G. Coleman, A. C. Canard, S. Garland, T. C. Jones,
D. Mann, L. C. Clapham, A. L Sanders and A. A. G. Th'ome.
The response of our junior members in support of this race is
disappointing, but we hope for better support next year.

On December Sth we have a big day. Social Run with our old
friends, Croydon H., Epsom H. and Mitcham A.C., from the
headquarters of the latter at Rose Hall Farm, Sutton, followed by
a social evening at the White Hart Hotel, Mitcham  All runners
and friends are asked to come along and swell the merry throng.
On the same day a team wiil be representing our Club m a race
versus St. George’s Services from their abode at Mitcham; team
will be selected and notified as usual  These runners will rejoin
the main body at the White Hart in the evening.

The third inter-club race between Ashcombe, T.V.H. and our-
selves will be held on December 15th, from the former’s head-
quarters at Roehampton. It is hoped that our boys will support
this fixture as well as they have done the previous ones, and so
Ikeep up our record attendances.

December 22nd 15 the date of the Club’s 7 Miles Championship
for the Blackstaffe Shield (Holder, A. Clark) A new course of
2 laps has been selected, and m conjunction with the race will
be a Sealed Handicap, which I trust all members will support, as
although some consider themselves out of 11, so far as Cham-
pronship placings are concerned, 1 should like to remind them of
the Handicap. I am sure that, given a fine entry, our Handcap-
per will be 1 a most lenient mood.

“ Boxmg Day,”, our own Powderhall mecting, the one the sharp
brigade wait for Here it 15+ handicaps to suit all, for sprinters
a 1201ds race, for the distance men a 2 mules run. Now then,
lovs, here 15 your chance {o take home, not a turkey, but one of
the many handsome prizes that arc to be given. Bring your friends
along, they won’t go {0 bed the previous night, so get them to make
a 24 hour shift of 1t by coming to Battersea Park to see you run.

E. A. DurreTT, Hon Running Sec.
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RW.A. 7 MILES WALK.

A record field of 231 individuals and 28 teams started at Bowes
Park on October 27th. We were successful in securing the “Ber-
man” Cup, presented to the winmng team in the level race, from
the holders, Surrey A C,

J. G. Scamell was again very speedy and led our team home
F. H. Elson, who was next, was only a few yards in front of
R. D McMullen, with whom he had walked all the way, and
J. E. IField provided our fourth. As F. Rickards followed Field
in, we were pretty safe for a fourth man.

Such a capture as the “Berman” Cup is a worthy sequel to the
fine record of last season. Both E. Saunders and W. G. Dodkin
walked better than ever before, and the former gained third place
in the handicap  J. J. Cricton, in his first open road walk, showed
considerable promise.

We were the only Club to enter three teams for the race, and
the walling of our “juniors” (in the road-walking sense) could
hardly have been better. Altogether it was an auspicious start.

RrsurT, .

Start Act Time Hcep Time

1. C W. Hyde, Enficld A.C. ... Ser. 54 39 54 39
2. T. Lloyd Johnson, Leicester W.C. Scr. 55 4 55 4
3. E.F.N. Presland, HH.H. ... Scr. 55 57 55 57
8. J.J. Scamell, BH. .. 1 45 57 31 55 46
18. F. H. Elson, B.H .. 2 50 58 42 55 52
19. R. D. McMullen, B H. 0 45 58 43 57 58
25. J E Field, B.H. 3 00 58 53 55 53
26. F. Rickards, BH. ... .. 110 59 3 57 53
31 E Saunders, B.H . .. 6 00 59 51 53 51
40. W.G. Dodkin, BH. ... 6 00 60 45 54 45

Also finished : J. J. Crichton, B. T. J. Kmfton, V. J. Peacock,
A. Martm, C. H. Sheechley, F 'W. Thorn, S. A. Manning, H.
J. Fletcher, C. W. Redgrave, whose times were not taken owing
to a mistake by the time-keepers.

WALKING.

December will be a busy month for walkers, On the 1st we
shall be engaged in the annual Croydon—Banstead and back race
with the Surrey W.C. (11% miles). Last year we were the losers
through a weak tail, although we had the first two men to finish.
This time we hope to remedy the defect. McMullen, Dodkin,
Cricton, Carne and Rathbone have already promuised to be there,
and they, with Green Ruickards, and Manning, will make a
redoubtable team.

On the following Saturday we meet the Metropolitan Police.
All our resources must be summoned to beat this “touring side,”
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but again I am sure we can rely on our boys. The first Belgrave
man will, as usual, receive a small prize.

The date for the “Horwood Cup” (Junior) race is December
15th. The event is eagerly awaited and promises to be one of
the most exciling “tear-ups” of the year. It will be worth watch-
ing. A handicap 1s held m conjunction, so that the splendid pack
of novices which we have coming-on, may share in the spoils.

Quite a number of our men have “Godstone” ambitions, and are
using the “Banstead” as training to this end. The race, of course,
takes place on Boxing Day (“‘weather permmtting” we should add,
smilingly, with memories of last Boxing Day) and the distance is
about 133 nules. The course 1s a difficult one. Walkers of tender
rears will find the Three Miles Handicap at Battersea Park more
suited to their capahilities.

B J T Kwirron, Hon Walking Sec.

FIELD EVENTS.

Trammmg for the javelin throw 1s giving very satisfactory resulis.
The most promising members at this sport are Hegarty, Fleming,
Noble, White, Pyer and Williams (W.H.). Those who started
m the summer, and any others, are invited 1o turn out on Sunday
mormngs al Baitersea Park, so thal we may be well represented
in the matches which are being arranged to take place, in addition
to the usual inter-club track events. We particularly want some
hefty fellows as weight-putiers, and new members should be intro-
duced, to take up this branch of athletics.

G H. Powerr, Capt. Field Events.

SOCIAL HELD AT WIMBLEDON, NOV. 10th, 1928.

A very hard run with T.V.H. and A.A.C, in which the “Bels”
had a run-away victory, and the wide open spaces of Wimbledon
Common, had given everybody an enormous appetite. After-
wards we were joined by members of the London Olympiades
and Poly. Ladies—a hundred of us sat down to tea. Judging by
the consumption, I feel convinced that all had a good “bob’s
worth;” surely the tea that 1s provided by the Bels. cannot be
“touched” for quality, quantity and service, anywhere

After the tea we were treated to some good entertainment. C.
Boud created a fine success with two songs Then that dapper
little chap. W. H. Willams, also captured the applause. The
talent of these Club members was highly appreciated. Miss Fish,
daughter of “Smiling Bill,” upheld the ladies’ side and gave us
a good song. Of course, W. L. Bayliss accompanied the items,
as usual—no easy task—and we are indebted to him. On arrival
of the dance band, we all had a chance to show our paces. Why
the devil do you all sit round the room like wallflowers? For
goodness’ sake, you great big mothers’ darlings, get up and make
the girls dance with you! (My sympathy is with the girls). What
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is the use of a dance band when you all sit and stare? It is entirely
up to everyone to make himself sociable.

A new member of ours, P. J. E. Cook, did us a great favour
by persuading his sister to entertain us (some baby, eh . After
sngmg us a “love” song, she followed with some fine dancing,
Some of our boys, I noticed, bucked-up considerably ; they seemed
ready for another five miles! W. H. Williams again obliged,
and further items from Miss Cook brought the “turns” to a closé.

I take this opportunity of thanking all who helped 1n arranging
this very successful evening, especially the artists who so willingly
came forward. We want additional artists for future occasions.
Don’t lnde your light under a bushel !

SOCIAL RUN WITH HIGHATE AND POLY H AT
‘ EDGWARE, NOV 3rd, 1928

The prospects of a fine afternoon, high tea and a social after-
wards, and perhaps the recollection of the good time ceriain
members in particular had last year, attracted a large number of
our runners to Edgware. Poly. H. had been invited also, so we
turned cut over a hundred strong. Our walkers were at Wimble-
don trying-out the new course for our “open” walk, and strangely
enough, the Highgate walkers gave the fixture hittle support.

Eventually slow, medium and fast packs were sent out. Most of
the Bels were in the fast pack, which covered about 7 nules  The
country was not of the best, owing to awkward hedges, fences
and unpleasant odours  The hold-ups at the obstacles enabled the
siragglers to come up, and so the wriler was present when the
pack ran across the course of the Mary Ward A.C during the
latter club’s 5 miles handicap. There followed a “tear-up” for a
mule or so, in whuch the back-markers were unofficially paced.

There was a notable absence of the usual “tear-in” at the end
of the run, no doubt due to the liberal quantity of hot water which
was awaiting us.

Tea supplies were rather short, but since our Pauyl was satis-
ficd, “nuff sed.” In spit of our expectations, there was no social
after tea, so we exchanged good wishes with our hosts and
departed.

Before the train had left the platform a card-party was in full
swing, and Bert Fooler’s facial expressions when holding four
aces and a king, were a tonic for anyone. Another large party
histened while H J. Bignall, Highgate’s Olympic representative,
1elated his Amsterdam experiences, and 11 was a jolly gathering
which at length broke up. ) W.AR.

'SOCIAL SECTION.

The expression “Social” may not impress some members of
our prospering Club It 1s true that socials, dances, eétc, may
not actually improve an athlete’s ability, but by meeting fellow-
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members at these functions friendships are formed, which would
not have come about in the ordinary way. We wish to encourage
a friendly and sociable atmosphere among our members; this
will be achieved, I am sure, by everybody’s support of our Socials
at Wimbledon, and Dances to be held in the course of the season.
Get to know one another, and you will find training a still greater
Pleasure, that constrained feeling of new members in the dressing
room will soon vanish.

I have arranged a rather full programme for this season;
several Socials are included, but don’t forget THE DANCE at
Wandsworth Town Hall on the 30th of this month. Dances are
not usually a financial success, but with the membership we have,
they should pay for themselves

As the new Hon. Sec. of this section, I am anxious to make
a big success of the Club’s social side, and look for your hearty
support.  Suggestions for new social activities likely to find favour
in the Club are asked for especially.

Don’t forget the Dance—November 30th, 1928, at Wands-
worth Town Hall.

H. L. RoiLuiINs, Social Hon. Sec.

SPORTS JOTTINGS
By “ Observer.”

In the Club’s recent Three Mile Road Race, 11 was noticed that
the system of starting the men off their marks was not satisfactory.
There was the mnevitable encroaching on to higher marks, with the
result that some gamned, while the men further back in the handicap
had to suffer. I think that next year we should use some patent
starting trap, say in the form of a pen into which the men file
as their names are called. Talking of traps, here is surely a fine
opportunity for some budding inventor to invent a patent start-
ing scheme for sprinters. Picture a trap on similar lines to which
the greyhounds use; men on their marks, into the trap, set, then
up goes the flap and they are away to a guaranteed level start.
Anyone attempting a flier would get a nasty crack on the head,
s0 I don’t think you would find many of the flying school 1n them.
‘Well, here it is, and 1f anybody wishes to make use of this sug-
gestion to the A.A.A., they are at perfect liberty to do so.

The question of collecting money, due from members, for the
Gazette is, I understand, causing our worthy Editor no little
inconvemence. It is the practice of a very well known walking
club to issue a copy of their Gazelte free to all its members, a
practice which I would like to see operating in our own Club,
but then their subscription is 10/6 per annum, whereas ours in
culy 6/-. So we arrive at this point: would it not be better to
increase our subscription and so have a free Gazette? After all,
the latter 1s a necessary part of any athletic club and 1 tnink our
members will all agree that our own wants some beating in this
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respect. One poml 1s clear - 1t cosls money to produce this
journal, and while members are so slack about paymg for thewr
1ssues, the whole thing 1s becoming a financial burden to the Club.
Therefore my alternative is to raise the annual subscription by
4/- which is the cost of a year’s Gazelles to each member. Under
the new subscription they would receive their bulletins gratis.

The Inter-Club Race at Feltham saw our leading men finushing
consecutively from 3rd position down to 10th. Very nice 1o see,
but with one disappointing feature: some of them were not
wearing Club vests and so, instead of an unbroken line of claret
and gold, one saw the line broken by blue and black, and white
vests. I should like 1o see our members wearing” Club vests n
all races, whether Inter-Club or Opens, and so bring the good old
claret and gold well before the public eye. Vests can be had on
application to our genial Treasurer, Albert Macher, and T trust
that members will accept this hint 1 the spird 1n which il is given.

The question of my i1dentity appears to be causmg a few people
some sleepless mights. I feel very flattered, I assure you, but really
think they could make better use of their writing abilities, for
cven 1f my identity 1s discovered, what useful purpose would 1t
serve? However, if my readers really want a clue, one of Edgar
Wallace’s own particular brand, here 1t 1s :Columbia Record No
4942, and you will know my guilty secret.

With the Road Walking season now commenced in earnest,
I shall from time to time include some of our heel and toe
exponents in my series of short biographies. My next three mn-
clude, foremost, one of the old brigade of the running world and
cne who has fought many stirring battles with the stars of the
past, including the ex-mile record holder, Joe Binks —

G. Still, now 1 the veteran stage, but still as keen as ever, and
moreover still respected by our Handicapper in Club races over
the country. George, who 1s a lhife member of the Highgate
Harriers, had a distinguished career while with the Gatebearers;
he was m their winmng National teams of 1904 and 1905, finish-
ing 16th and 19th respectively. He has, however, been with us
for many years now, and is always willing to help the younger
members along, and I am sure that if George could be persuaded
to write his reminiscences, they would make very interesting
reading.

W. G. Dodkin, used to be well-known as a runner, being in the
winning team of the Sussex Junior race while a member of
Brighton and County H. He has not experienced the best of luck
while with our Club, being troubled by illness, and he has now
forsaken the running game and has jomed the walkers. Shews
great promise, and has gained a few awards in Ius new sphere,
he should be successful m Club and Open Handicaps before the
‘season ends.

L. Storey, a young member of our walking section, and one
who has shewn wonderful improvement under, so I am told, the
.gudance of that old diehard, Bill Fish. Storey, after finishing
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seccond in the Club Nowvices’ Walk, caught the Handicapper nap-
ping and credited himself with 2 wins and a 3rd in successive
races. He should do well during the winter, although, being rather
voung, he might with profit to himself, take things steady until next
summer; a remark which applies to several of our younger mem-
Lers, both runners and walkers.

LIFE!
(A True Story).
(Continued)

Just before Christmas of 1918 (which I remember very well,
cn account of the number of emply rum jars scattered m the
snow throughout the village) the foreman in charge of sand-bag
filing gave us the so-called “ piece-job”  This meant we had
a certain amount of work to do in allotted time; the sooner we
finished 1t, the sconer we went on our heliday. So far, so good;
Lut certain bright spirits devised an origmal labour-saving plan
As you know, the earth for the bags was frozen, but here was
<now just as hard and much casier to get. So mnto our “sand”
bags went about 50 per cent of snow, and we finished our 6 days’
job in 3% days—then hohdays! In the spring I went to look at
these sand walls—just as well the Bolsheviks never came!!

Christmas over, i cptimistically turned out agam, only to be
told that the blockhouse work was finished and that T must unload
Jledges. This meant carrying cndless loads of provisions and
ammunition all day, superviced this time, not by an easy-going
Russian foreman, but by armed soldiers.

Here, again, I got under the influence of certamn labour econo-
mists.  After turning up in the mornmng and domng aboul an
hour’s work, we used 1o slip away, get into an empty barge by
the river and play cards till about 5 p.m., when we got back and
reported attendance ! In those days T could teach our train excur-
sionists something about gambling

However, this was too good to last, and, sure enough, soon we
were told that n future only local labour would be employed. This
was the begmmng of a very lean time for me, as no work meant
no cigarettes, and no cigarcttes meant no food. Having nothing
o barter, I sct out, like Alexander, in search of fresh worlds to
explore, 1f not to conguer

About 3 miles away from the village, along the river bank, lay
G 1ce-beund barges, on which were quartered men and officers of
the R F C. (now the R A.F.) and there I directed my footsteps one
morning in January. On the deck of the last barge a thick-set
man, with a red face adorned with bristling moustaches, was
<plitting firewood. There was nothing remarkable 1n his occupa-
tron, but what amazed me was the flow of profamty which accom-
pamed his work, to which obviously he was not used.  Taking
m courage mn both hands, up I went by the steps

“What do you want?® Be off,” he shouted, demonstrating his
meaning by an eloquent motion of the boot.
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And, really, I must have looked particularly Bolshevistic in my
ill-gotten fur coat and Russian felt boots. But I was not so
easily frightened and, pomnting to the pile of wood on the deck,
I said in my best English, “Chop ’em. Come on?”

“Come on” was a nick-name given by Russian workmen to
Fnglish soldiers for their endless exhortations.

With evident relief, he handed me the pole-axe, and i quite a
short time I had finished his wood for him. Pleased, he took me
to the kitchen and dished me a huge plateful of oatmeal. Now,
at the risk of offending our Social Secretary (who provides our
Club dinners) I must vote that porridge as my most enjoyed meal
After this, as it was getting dark, T went home, but not before
my red-moustached friend had secured a promise from me to
come again next day to help him with his work.

After about a week of wood-splitting, we went together to the
Commandant’s base, where I achieved my ambition of “joming
up” in the so-called Labour Battalion, consisting for the mdst part
of men and boys too young or otherwise unsuitable for active
service.

The very first night, walking on air, I went to my diggings,
where my landlady had nearly given me up for lost. So, n my
new umform, shortened in most parts, I sat at the table, a guest
of honour; all the sumple souls asking me 1f I had a rifle.

“No,” 1 said carelessly, “but I can have cne for the asking, as
my friend 1s an officer; for hasnt he two siripes on his coat-
sleeve ?”

But I must confess that my work was anything but easy. Here
1s the programme - up at 5 a m, 1n pitch darkness, light the kitchen
fire, and put some stone-hard white bread to thaw; men’s break-
fast at 6-30 consisting of bacon, tea and biscuits. A privileged
few, mcluding Corporal Preston, the cook and myself had white
bread—for with true philosophy the corporal said that as there
wasn’t enough to go round, we might as well have 1t all!

After breakfast we had general parade in the snow, then most
of the men went off to the acrodrome, and I got on with my wood-
sphiting, interrupted only by fierce guerilla with the night sen-
tries, who, strangely enough wanted to sleep. In these arguments
1 was outclassed, but Corporal Preston always came to my rescue.
1 might mention that Corporal Preston had seen many years of
service at sea He also kept a public-house at Bristol; <o the
cnemy used to retire hastily befoie his eloquence.

After this T had to fill up many water urns. For water I had
to go some 100 yards out in the river, as nearer than that to the
shore it was frozen to the bottom  Iinvariably filled the buckets
{oo full, with the result that each evening I had to be thawed out
of my trousers

In the evening I had my daily lesson m Enghsh as, sneaking
to the men’s quarters (I was none too welcome here, owmng to my

wood chopping operations) I listened to their talk and songs
('To be continued) PNK
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CORRESPONDENCE.

Tatt’s Ring,
Newmarket.
To the Editor of The Belyravian 17th October, 1928.
Dear Sir,

Although speculation as to the identity of ““ Observer " has been
11{fe amongst your readers for some while past, we must confess
that whilst, as Turf Comnussion Agents, we found his paragraphs
interesting and pertinent, we were bul mildly bitten with curiosity
concerning him until yesterday, when your October issue reached
us. Then, when anxiously pondering over the newly-arisen query,
“Whoever can ‘Tipster’ be?’ we remembered the suggestion
made by one of our most respected clients 1n a previous 1ssue of
The DBelgravian respecting “Observer,” and immediately the
thought flashed mto our minds: “Why! ‘Tipster’ is surely
‘Observer,” but the poor dear old lady must have either lost his
glasses or taken several more than are good for him!”

We sincerely hope that this suspicion is correct, since there
1> one alternative that is by no means pleasing. For 1s it not
possible that i “Tipster” you have amongst you one who con-
templates ““ making a book” when the Ten and Twenty Miles
Walking Championships are decided; and who hopes, by dwelling
1n your Magazine upon the very real brilliance of a great many of
vour stars, that those of you who like to indulge in an occasional
tlutter may be mnduced to overlook other stars, that threaten to
cut-shine the ones whose dazzling has been commented upon?

Before now herrings have been drawn across the trail by astute
old foxes who were desirous of throwing dust into the eyes of
their pursuers, leading them up the garden, and fleecing them 1o
a cinder. (Our meamng, we believe, is quite clear, Mr. Edilor;
50 please pardon wus if, in our agitation, we mix our metaphors).

Should this prove to be the case, and should the identity of
“T1ipster” be established, all who do business with lum would do
well to first make a point of inquiring what odds he is prepared
to lay agamst each of those who, he states, “Should fight out the
Championships between them.” If in the “Murphy Shield” race
he quotes very short prices regarding Tommy Green, Harold
King, R. D. McMullen and J. G. Scamell, he will be left with
practically no choice but to give tens at the very least against a
mere sorry cab-ranker, such as A. L. Fletcher.

Then, when the distination of the “Ricketts Shield” is to be
settled upon, 1f “Tipster” did not welsh during the earlier race,
he should be given the opportunity of quoting short prices con-
cerning Green, McMullen, Cooper and King. =~ When he has
done so ,the would-be better should be able to procure very
favourable terms if his idle fancy prompts him to back a horse
which 1s, presumably, but a negligible creature when judged
according to its achievements (does not “Tipster” wholly dis-
tegard 1t?) but which nevertheless appeals to him strongly,
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simply because in “Fred Rickards” it has a name which strikes
him as bemng extraordinarily “winsome.” He will, at least, have
good reason to expect longer odds agansi these two horses from
“Tipster” than he 1s at all likely to obtain from
Yours faithfully,
The Reliable “Old Firm” of
H. awp I. CaprCr.
A REPLY TO “H.”

3, Artillery Row Buildings,
Dear H , S.W.1.

I am rather surprised that you, whilst complaimng of the
anonymity of “Observer,” should vourself hide behind a nom de
plume. "Why not come oul nto the open?

I myself, with many others, am intrigued as to the 1dentity of
“Obscrver.” I am not “Observer.”  (And perhaps our old
friend Nobby Clark put the reason mto a nutshell when he told
me I had not the brains. Perhaps /e is “Observer ?” Who knows?)
Neither do T know who “Observer” is (as such)

As you suggest, he—or she—certainly seems to know quite a
lot about runming, and in gong through “Observer’s” notes, it
has struck me that he knew more about Middlesex or North of
Thames items of interest, than Surrey or South of Thames;
therefore I have been looking amongst our recently-acquired mem-
bers for this elusive individual. For I think he is a new-comer
to the Club, and any old stager who knows the people about whom
he has written 1 his potted biographies, would understand.

I at one time thought he would be found as a frequent visitor
to the track at the Duke of York’s Then again, in “Observer’s”
notes in the September Magazine he gives us quite a lot of detail
about a small meeting at Rayleigh on August Bank Holiday.
This meeting, as far as I am aware, was not reported through the
usual sporting channels. So how did he get his details of the
happemngs? Did he compete? Was he a visitor? Did he hear
il in gossip. It certainly looks as 1f “Observer” almost unmasks
himself. Perhaps this will help you to unravel the mystery.

At one time I was looking for “Observer” amongst the flowers,
but I have since altered my opinion, and will take a walk along
the road to the cherry orchard, and see what luck I have!

Yours sincerely,
H. Parxer.

Owing 1o pressure on space, several important matters are
unavoidably left over to the next issue.

Special 1!
BOXING DAY MORNING at 10-30.
120yds., 2 miles Run and 3 miles Walk Handicaps.
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