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HARRY EVANS.

This year the Belgrave Harriers have honoured by election to the
Presidential Chair the first of their members who attained a place among
the fastest walkers of his day, and in return, he has honoured us by his
acceptance of the position.

Until the year 1808 we had had no walker of outstanding ability. but
on Good Friday of that year Harry, after working on hot cross buns for
&7 hours in the bakehouse, won an open' two-miles handicap at Stamford
Bridge, and fdlowed it up by being placed in every two-miles handicap he
contested until 1911.

In those days Amateur athletics was not the clean sport that the watch-
ful A.A.A, have now made it. Even at Stamford Bridge there was always
a spot where an athlete could get a friend to put a little om either him-
self or a fancied rival. Entry forms, too, were different in those days,
and the practice of working up a mark was easier amd very prevalent,
Harry would not countenamce such a practice, and that he would have
rothing to do with it ig amply proved by the consistency with which his
all-out efforts got him among the prize-winners. Cleanness and fairness
was to him the essence of sportsmanship, and this is his outstanding
characteristic in a lifelong connection with athletics.

Karly in 1909 the Road Walking Association, then but recently founded,
inaugurated a ten-miles Junior inter-team race. This blossomed, two
years later, into the now well-known Junior Championship. Harry won
this first race, and his time for the ten miles, 82 minutes 37 seconds, shows
what a really fine walker he was. The course was a climb from ‘the Thames
Valley at Brentford over Hanger Hill, dropping to the Brent Valley, and
back over the ridee again. In those days when motoring was in its in-
fancy it was usual that about two miles of a ten-miles race would be on
roads with a narrow strip of Tar-Macadam on it crown, while the rest of
the journey would be over a much rougher surface. In making a com-
parison of the times then recorded and those of rtecent years allowance
must certainly be made for this difference.

In the years 1909 to 1911, Harry gained six first-class standards in
the A.A.A. Championships, three at two miles and three at seven. e
likewise put up many fine performances on the road, particularly at seven
miles.

As the champions during these years were G. E. Larner. E. J. Webb
and H. V. Ross, Harry was certainly a star at a time when the stars were
exceptionally bright. .

In the years 1912-14 his work prevented him from any serious racing,
and just as he was ready to recommence, the War broke out. Harry joined
the Forces and was soon in France. Early in 1929 he was back with the
club however, and although he did not again reach his old form, he was
a stalwart and useful performer for the club in team races at seven to
ten miles. At these distances the club was row very strong. Bob Rickitts,
the writer, Harry, Charlie Wells, Alec. Spendlove, Wil Hawker and Harry
Hanger were a strong level seven, and during the next two winter seasons
the club won almost every open team race at both distances. Harrv was
frequently in the scoring four and always well enough placed to add to
the scores of our oppenents. This successful team was not so strong as
the more recent combination of the Churcher and Coleman brothers, Percy
Wright, Colin Sutton, etc., but it brought the Club wery much to the fore.

Up till now our attention had been given to shorter races, but for
several years the writer had been drumming it into the others that, to
make history as a road-walking club, we would have to turn to longer
distance racing. At about this time (1920-1921) he succeeded, and in a
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few years we had good team for the twenty-miles Championship amd the
Brighton race. ITarry, however, was a few years older than the others,
and could not find the mecessary time to train for longer distances.

In 1921 he was clected to the list of Road Walking Association judges,
and during twenty-one years he has enjoyed a reputation for sound judge-
ment and fairness which is universally granted him by all,—Officials and
Competitors alike.  I'requently, too, he has judged at the A.A.A. cham-
pionships.  Many are the walkers, both in the Club and in the larger
walking world who have profited by his judgment and advice. Indeed, it
can be said with truth that all whom he has disqualified respect and
admire him; so from all sides his election as President will be welcomed
with the keerest pleasure.

F'or many vyears he served the club, first as Captain and later on
the Committee. For the past ten years or so, however, night-work has
prevented him from attending Committee meetings; otherwise he woud cer-
tainly have held the Presidency of the Club before this. His tenure of the
Office is in troubled times, but with the Club all is well; and he cam rest
assured that he will have the hearty support of all who are carrying its
affairs on during the absence of the brother-members of whom we are
so proud. T B 135

CONGRATULATIONS.

to Harry Evans and all good wishes on being electetd President. 1 know
1 voice the feelings of many unable to be present at the A.G.M. when 1
write that many who were far away at the time, wish they could have
been present to support the feeling of the meeling, and add their vote to
the unmanimity which honoured one of the hardest working members we
have ever had: IHarry was winning Championships in the Club name
before many of these of the present day were born; and throughout the
years he has been a valuable helper and one of the keenest of Club
members  For years the nature of his job made it impossible for IHarry
to help our Committtee or to take those honours which were rightfully his ;
but war time restrictions or night <work in his trade gives us the oppor-
tunity to honour him as we should have liked to do years ago.

Harry has always worked hard for the Club in many unassuming ways.
His Bozing Day Cake ¢ swindles >’ will be remembered by many, his help
to our social side has been trewendous, and his assistance as an official
over many years has endeared him to all. Harry has the well-earned
reputation of being one of the finest walking judges in the country (many
would say ¢ the finest ”’); and he has officiated at many A.A.A. Champion-
ships, and hundreds of other walks on track and road.

Harry Evans is a man of strong character and has a deep attachment
for the Club of which he has been a member for so many years; and in
knowing him, we honour ourselves. He is a very worthy addition to a
worthy list of Presidents.

Congratulating also to our Committee who have kept the Club alive
athletically ; and in difficult days arranged fixtures and entered teams
which have acquitted themselves well in the accustomed Belgrave tradition.

Congratulations too, to Les Cohen on his magniflcent effort for the
Club fundq in difficult times. The Balance Sheet makes marvellous reading ;
and we are greatly indebted to Les and Mrs. Cohen for all their work on
our behalf. )

Renewed congratulations to Michael Broadbent on his magnificent dual
Junior (‘h'unplon«hxp wins, which are the pointers of greater things to
come; and to Willie Nankeville upon his Junior (‘h"uupl(mshlp sticcess in
the 880 yards.

Congratulatins to all who have done something towards keeping the
Club-spirit, that we know so well, alive; and ready to welcome us on our
return from these far places to which war has compelled us.—We are
grateful,

AAH,



FROM THE PRESIDENT.

To all Belgrave Harriers,—

I thank ycu for the great honour you have done me by electing me
vour President. T never thought when I joined your Club in 1907 that I
should ever become the Presidert. It has geen a great pleasure to me to
see the progress that our Club has made of late years. I only hope that
we s_}tlall all continue that progress in the future, and keep up the Belgrave
spirit.

H. EVANS:

* * *

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

Another war-time A.G.M. has come and gone—and perhaps a more
important one than the last, as the meeting decided to change its Presi-
’d__c»nt. To most of us it has been a matter of great regret, that IFrank
Thompson, owing to continued ill health, has been unable to take his
rightful place amongst us. Irank, a 100 per cent. Belgravian, must have
feit it most acutely. One of the earliest of members, never a great runner,
but an enthusiast, he could tell you Club history, from the foundation. e
was a life member, had held most offices at various times ; acted as Ilon.
Secretary a few years ago during a rather difficult period; became a Vice-
President and lastly President. Ior some years he has been an elected
member of the Southern Committee A.A.A.; and had been through the
Chair of the Road Walking Associaticn. Tn latter vears he had attached
himself, during the winter season, to the walking side of the Club, and
was well known throughcut England as a top grade scoring judge.

During the summer months, when walking was more for the individual
(apart from teams), Field events were his pet and he could always be
found with the ¢ strong men >’ oa the track at Battersea Park on a Sundav
morning, always willing to give of his experience. He has been a woader-
fully fine worker for the Club, -and for bLoth the A.A.A. and R.W.A.—he
was keen and thorough and worked well on all the brarches of athletics
with which he was connected.

All members will sincerely wish him a speedy recovery and a returm
to * Belgravian ’ life—TFrank—for what you have done, we thank you.
® * * *

in his report, the Hon. Secretary stated that the Club had again had
a most successful season, despite the difficult and very trying times. During
the last winter season the runcers had won all five cross country team
events promoted by the Southern Counties’ Association, ard had followed
this np by winning all the open team races on the track in which they
had competed.

The walkers, on the other hand, had not been so successful as a team,
but individually members had had a very fair share of the prizes in open
events. The annual open walk had again been successfully presented, both
athletically and financially, by Syd. Roberts. Some new blood was being
introduced, and it was hoped that very soca the team would once' again
be on the top line. The summer track programme was necessarily very
restricted and had almost resolved itself into North v. Scuth cf Thames
competitions, under the very able guidance of Ernie Duffett. However,
two junior fixtures have been carried ocut with success, and had unearthed
much new talent, particularly in the way of high jumpers—sadly lacking
in the past. Now we have several jumpers all around 5ft., and with the
centinued care of Charlie Jones it is hoped that 6 ft. will be reached by
at least one, by next season. Three Southern Junior Championships had
bheen won during the season, Michael Broadbent successfully annexing both
the 100 aad 220 Yards, and Willie Nankeville winning the Half-Mile event.
Several members had competed in A.A.A. representative matches, the most
successful perhaps being Len Herbert, who at the recent meeting at Ports-
mouth, clocked €.32 for 2 miles, his own best figures, and the fastest 2
miles since the war.

Owing to the curtailment of traveiling only a meagre fixture list has
been arranged for the coming winter: season.
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The Polytechnic Harriers, both runners and walkers, have once again
been invited to train from Belgrave Hall.

Tribute was paid to Les Cohen (and his wife) for their zeal and
successful handling of the Supporters’ Club.

Tribute was also paid to the untiring energy of Percy Wright in
keeping the ‘¢ Belgrave News Letter >’ right in front of all walking
members.

Whilst it was not policy to pick out and mention individual members
by name, Syd Jarlett is an exception perhaps, as all those who have seen
him with ¢ his school ” on the track. will agree. He has many fine
voungsters under his wing and who will, we sincerely hope. bring succseses
to the Club in the future.

Our thanks are also due to Mrs. Churcher, Bill Brunning and Joe
Wilson for so willingly providing prizes for the Track Walk on August
29th. To Joe Turner and Charlie Cook for their timekeeping; Mr. Fell as
starter ; Dick Savage for his “‘all the year round’’ assistance; George Still
as junior pack trainer, and a host of others.

Three new Vice-Pres:dents were elected, Alf. Harley, Jack Bidgocod,
and William Inge.

In proposing Frank Webb as a Life Member, Harry Shields paid tri-
bute to his untiring efforts both as a Track Captain and an athlete, In
track matches particularly, Frank had at various times been called upon
to perform at most events from 100 yards up to 10 miles, also all the
recognised field events, and had helped score many valuable and needed
points.

The following were elected to the Committee :-—E. Duffett, S. C.
Roberts, L. Cohen, T, Morrell, T. Carter, T. C. Jones, G. Doubleday, R.
J. Savage, H. Shields and A. E. Taylor.

At a subsequent Committee Meeting, Bob. Readman was elected Walk-
ing Captain; Tom Carter as Running Captain, and Tom Cotton as
Auditor.

* * # *
Belgrave flall is open for training every Saturday aftermon and Wed-
nesday evenings.
Owing to the black-cut it is very essential that white clothing should
be worn during evening training.

* * * *

Sirce the last Gazette the undermentioned have been elected to mem-

bership :-—

W. (. Nankeville-~Woking.

P. D. Nunn—Balham.

P. W. Green—Rainham, Kent and R.A.TI",

E. A. Jury—Clanfield, Portsmouth.

R. E. Burge—Dutney.

Gordon Lees—Streatham.

Svdney Stone—-Kennington.

A. J. McKerracher—New Malden,

S. R. J. Eeles—Wimbledon.

A. A. Dunn—Clapham.

S.. W. Hoare—-Gravesend and R.A.T.

W. Lunn-—Battersea.

A. H. Boddy—Balham.

W. P. Roberts—Earlsfield.

N. Dyne—Streatham.
J. Quinlan—Nunhead.

. W. Brown—Peckham.
P. Ridge—Sanderstead and Irish Guards,
G. Weston—DBattersea.

T. R. Jover—Streatham.
R. A. Wise—Kingston.

C. H. Rowe—Kingston.

F. P. Adey—New Malden.
S. J. J. Beer—Peckham.
D. J. Main—DMuswell Mill,



Ken. Sheail—IFolkestone,

G. T. Durrant—Battersca.

G. W. Wocdhead—Chelsea.

J-+ E. Reynolds—Whitton.

S. Goold—Whitehall.

W. Spencer—Southfields.

Norman C. T. Blackman—Battersea.

George Glazier—Parsons Green,

Arthur E. Bannister—Chelsea,

Robert J. II. Rae—Fulham.

Kenneth F. Cuff, Morden.

D. T. May—(Born 16th April, 1942)—Bournemouth.
A, T. Pritchard-—(Born 2lst March, 1938)—Battersea.
To all of these we give a welcome and sincerely trust their athletic

careers with the “Bels.”” will be both successful and happy.

Clnb communications have been returned through the post, for various
r%asot-rs; from the undermentioned : Hag any member news of their where-
abouts s :

E. J. Swift, Semiey Place.

W. ]. Stagford, Fitzalan Streect,

C. E. FEasterling, Heybridge Avenue.

A. H. Lomas, Tybenham Road (also Rutlish).
R. E. Wills, Bridgewater, Scmerset.

. C. Hayemes, Warwick Way, S.W.2.

Alec. Mewes, Kimbold Road, S.W.11.

Fred Rickards, Kitchener Road.

Robert Boyden, Redhill. Surrey.

David Taing, Middlesex Regt. and Hilsea.

* * ¥ ¥

LETTERS AND NEWS HAVE BEEN RECEIVED FROM :

Charlie Churcher, at Maccabi Stadium, Middle East, walked 2nd to the
Palestine Champion, Friedlander, in 3,000 metres race, at beginning of
May, and a week later was again 2nd in a one mile event. He is still
sending across almost day to day records of his doings in the Middle
Fast, and pining to get back home.

Len. Colemen, now in British West Africa. Been in hospital but is
now about again. Says the climate doesn’t seem to permit cross country
running. His letters are very cheery, and he talks of “The Brighton
1948,”> when he intends to leave brother Joe on the other side of the level
crossing at Crawley! Also says in another letter : “Even out here I can
remember when subs. are due.”

Bert Clayton, out in Aden, says he is getting plenty of sun-tan, but
would swap ‘it all for a chance of a spin around the Cemmon with the
boys. Hopes to interest his Sports Committee in a short walk, and to get
the claret and gold in front to stir the sporting blood and quicken the
heartbeats of some of these stalwarts.

Arthur Beales, now in Trenton, Ontario, is verv pleased to receive the
B.N.L.. Now training as a navigator. T dem’t know what Percy wrote
him. but he says, “ Tt was very amusing to read about the ladies, I sat
laughing for abeut 10 minutes after reading that paragraph.” Now Perce
let’s all hear about it in the next B.N.L.—of course only if it’s a drawing-
room one ! ]

Bill Snell, now in the Middle East, ‘“near a town famous in Biblical
history’” : through miles of orange and lemon groves. Stopped at a
““ place > where we had eggs and onions twice a day! Whew !

Wishes tc be remembered to all “ the Boys >’ at Belgrave Hall. Keep-
ing fit and enjoying a daily swim.

Joe Daly, in Malta, feeling like a dart board! And Jerry hasn’t
scored a ¢ bull ” yet! :

Lionel Spooner, whom few of us know, and the last address was Egypt
way back in 1939, has contacted Charlie Churcher in the Middle East.
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Ken O'Kell, writing from the Midlands, sends his respects to all
members, and says ¢ it must be jolly fine to drop in at Belgrave Hall. It
is probably taken for granted by the majority, buf noticed most by those
who appreciate what is Dbeing  done for the Club and dthletics in
general.”’

Ken Skeail writes that he was getting nicely used to London when sud-
denly moved to the front line on the South-east Coast. Don’t forget the
next ‘¢ Belgravian.” 1 am looking forward to it. ‘ T’d have liked to have
met some of vour peace time members. I guess you often had some fine
times together.”’

Bill Merryman, still in Staffordshire, is hoping to once again bring
a team south to run ¢ around Joe Binks’ houses.’”  Has been winning
prizes in his Unit sports.

Lawrence Jackson, writing from South Devon, says, “ Oh! for the
gcod times of old to return, Club runs, socials, efe.” Mamnaged to win
the shot putt on Sports Day.

“ Stimmo’’ (Stimpscn) is back in England and row situate on the
South Coast, and hopes to be able to get along frequently for team races.

Dick Norton, cur ** big > junior, bas been very unlucky, having
pulled a thigh muscle at the Whitgift meeting. Has had to rest, and this
has kept him out of competition for the rest of the season. Tt is sincerely
hoped it will not keep him away from his favourite pursuit, football, at
which he is no mean performer, playing for one of London’s leading ama-
tenr teams.

Sergeant Green’s friends will be pleased to hear he has made a good
recovery after his recent operation, and is out training again.

Len Marchant writes: ‘“I've never realised before this what the
¢ Belgravian *’ really meant. It’s a breath of fresh air. T forget the
times I’ve read and re-rcad it.”’

Teddy Reed, back from Canada. and now out on the West Coast of
Africa. Had a jolly time on the way out; had a slight bout of malaria.
but is now out of hospital. More news awaited.

- Kenneth Talbot, one time a junior track champion. mow a 2nd Tieut-
enant in the Queen’s Regiment.

Fred Bradman. who, we understand, is awaiting his discharge to
civilian life owing to wounds received at Dunkirk.

Tony Bellchambers, having read in the B.N.L. the doings by fellow
members, has sent home for his shoes.

Rodney Stone was once again amongst us at the A.G.M. He has sent
along several good juniors, including his own son. Believe me, Rodney has
an eye for talent. Rodney has definitelv promised that on * Reunion
Night,” after the war, he will sing * Sucking Cider Through a Straw.”
So book the date, boys !

Colin Sutton has just flown out to the Middle Fast and taken Charlie
Churcher’s address with him.

Bill Sutton is mow a Lance/Corporal. Ilas attended several Schools
of Instruction, some quite close home, but has failed to find time to con-
tact ‘¢ Belgravia.”” Shame Bill!

Frank FElson, mow a Corporal. Congrats. Frank. Writes from
« Somewhere in Southern England >’ that he is now a P.T. Instructor and
wears the crossed swords, and has been doing some real Commando train-
ing ! Fas had ““a few ” with Tommy Green, and met an old Belgravian
in Joe King. He proposes to start a Hampshire section (like Cadogan),
with Green Junior and Senior, King, Clayton. Jury and any others he
happens to meet. So what!

David Richards, who joined the Forces in 1939, is now ¢ doing his
bit > somewhere in the Middle East. )

Charlie Redgrave writes: * The shoes are on again and I went for my
first 5 miles’ spin to-night. Skegness is so bracing ! Since when he has
competed several times, and lately won the Northern Command 12-Miles
Forces Race in 1.50.38 Being an unknown in the North he was liberally
treated with 20 minutes in the handicap, and won a splendid electric clock
with 12m.19 to spare!

Jim Tosh, stationed in the North of England, now sports 3 Pips. Con-
gratulations, Jim.
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Lieutenant Jack Flower, in the Middle East, sends his best wishes © To
all my friends in the best Club in England.” (How’s that you fellahs !)

William Hewit/, who we last heard of in the Dortsmouth district,
whilst serving in the R.AM.C., has turned up in Scotland (Dumiries). He
says athletics in his unit are dead, but has got together a ** school »’ who
are doing a bit of training, inclading a mnative of Putney, who without
any trainig did 15.6 for 3 miles. Bill says he hopes to have “a gallop
left in me if this blinking war does not last too long.”’

fack Bidgood, having relinquished the Chairmanship of the R.W.A.
(Southern Committee), has been elected Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year.

Stan. Botwright, mow a Sergeant P.T. Instructor, R.A.F., in Berks-
shire (““ Garden Cottage, The Grove.”” Lovely address!). Says (of the
R.AF.) athletics has not vet reached its rightful level. Doing some quiet
training at Palmers Park, Reading.

Frank Abberton is another R.A.F. member stationed in the ¢ wilds,”’
7 miles from the nearest village, having been moved from Blackpool where
be had a great time. Although he joined as a plumber, but “ up to now
my war effort has been to turn some soil over and sow grass seeds.”” How-
ever, he is training and has won some races, including a mice silver cup:

Arthur Beaumont has also arrived in the Middle East.

Syd Jones, our weight putter, also arrived in the Middle East, with
one stripe up. '

Dennis Rodaway, we understand, has been commissioned in the Fleet
Air Arm.

Joe Fiower, posted as an Observer in the R.A.F.

Charlie Strange is in the dark blue uniform of the Royal Navy,
trimmed with gold braid, in keeping with his friend Len Rollins.

ZLes Bennet, who, we understand, got away from Singapore to Batavia,
and of whom more news is anxiously awaited.

Wally Zves, sunning himself in India, and wishes to be remembered
to 21l his Club friends.

Charlie Smart writes that he has been dumped miles from nowhere—
somewhere in the North of Norfolk, and is not likely to be able to help
us during the winter,

Len Rollins. now a Lieutenant R.N.V.R., writes from Inverness: ‘1
thoroughly enjoyed the meeting at Epsom and found the many ¢ old faces’
good to look upon.”  Savs he works 24 hours most days!

Bill Lucas—congratulations, Pilot Officer—also writes from Morayshire,
““in a very uncivilised spot, but in extremely beautiful country.”” The
nearest town of any size being 15 miles away. He hopes to be with us at
Belgrave Hall shortly.

Alf. Miller, now a Corporal in the R.A.F. and in the front line ‘“‘Some-
where in Kent.”

Tom Scrimshaw, with the R.AF. amongst the Scottish heather in
Wigtownshire, and looking forward to early promotion.

Eric Keyworth, unrecognised by many, including the Editor. at the
North v. South match at Tooting on May 23rd. Sporting “One Pip and
a Sam Browne.’’

Charlie Speechley (junicr) we hope will suon join our post-war team
of youngsters.

T'ed Elliott, for whom we put out an S.O.% in the May Gazette, is
about again after a bout of illness and by all accounts is a ““ Hell of a-
fellow,”” and puts the size of our hon. sec. in the shade (with apologies!).
He is a sergeant in the Signals and married—but we still would like his
address. We understand he is amongst the heather in the Highlands. Who
knows?

Harry Timberlake, now discharged the Services through an accident
which will keep him out of running again.

John Robert Gibb, of Morden, evacuated to Taunton, writes: “ I very
much appreciate receiving the ¢ Belgravian.” Many thanks John for your
appreciation, especially vour cheque. I wish a few more would write in
the same strain.

Dick Towndrow has been home on leave from Treland, and has com-
peted in one or two long distance races.
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Bill Jones, competing in the Batley Services Walk, writes : ““ I have
cvery respect for a fellow who can race 12§ miles in Army boots over onc
of the vilest cobbly and hilly courses I’ve ever seen—and like it! ”

Percy Wright, orce again a L/Bdr., and ¢till down in Wales endeavour-
ing to stir up some local interest in walking. Tribute was paid to Percy
by several members at the A.G.M., for his great work in keeping in touch
with his fellow walkers through the ‘* Belgrave News Letter.”

Bill Bowers, having passed his exams., is row a R.N. Signaller an:l
posted to a ship in the Portsmouth area..

Ron. Ashman, now a Lieutenant in the R.A., and stationed somewhere
in Bucks.

Frank Webb, pining to get back to England, has strained his heel axd
so kept out of training for the time being.

Jack Rutland’s many friends will be pleased to hear he is mow fully
recovered from his illvess and has passed his Artillery Clerk’s course and
has been posted to Wales. He hopes to be out in some of the open walks
in London soon. IHas been helping Percy produce the B.N.L.

Len. Herber!, who has Tun in mamy representative meetings, both for
the R.A.I°. and A.A.A., besides winning races in the distrtict where he is
staticnmed, has just been credited with the fastest 2 miles since the war, andd
also his own Dbest.

When competing for the A.A.A. against the Navy at Portsmouth he
clocked 9.Z2. This is Len’s fastest 2 miles to-date, despite the fact that
he wrote Carter he had doae 8.63 at Bradford.

<« Ifike,’ otherwise R. (. Michael, mow a full Lieutenant R.N., and
Auxiliary Vessel Gunnery Officer, H.M.S. ¢ Wildfire.” Congratulations.

7. S. W. Woed, in the North of England, and gets no time for ath-
letics and little time to visit London.

Tommy Green, still doing his bit down Hampshire way, and has suc-
cessfully initiated his son irto walking and prize-taking. Our thanks ar:
due to you, Tommy, for your kindness in entertaining members who have
called upcear you. Much appreciated.

Megaphone Man Ceok, writing from Blandford, Dorset, sends his
regards to all his c¢ld friends, and hopes to see us at Christmas.

Stan. Blundon, having been invalided out of the Army, has been scen
put training at Tooting, and won a fast half at the Ack Tab meeting at
Croydon in August.

Francis Skelley, now recovered from his accident and stationed some-
where in Kent, and would like to hear from some of his old Club friends.

“ Quack,”’ out in ‘¢ the States,” still has {ime to write to England
and sends a ponderous sports prograrime more like a general store cata-
logue. From what T can hear he will have a strange assortment of prizes
to bring back to England. Recently finished 5th in the 6,000 metres
American Junior Championship.

Rod. Patience, now a Captain in the L.A.A., R.A., and stationed in
Morayshire, Congratulations on obtaining your third Pinp! Writes:
< Cross country is rot a favourite sport up here—plentv of hill work with
boggy soil, which wonld test Young Bert if he didn’t disappear into one of
the numerous pools > !

Bert Footer writes to the Club a few weeks aftér his joining the Royal
Marines :— )

« At last 1 think T’ve landed in mv final training spot; and what a
spot—miles from amywhere and the wildest of camps you’'ve ever seen—
more like Klondike in the .80°s. Nissen huts thrown up in an area of
3 mile square, and the rest just mud. Fverything is of the crudest—eat
how you cam-—never use a plate at tea-time—and ° afters ® just mixed with
the grease on the dinner plate. My company are mostly Scots ard Lan-
casirians, and are about the wildest crowd I’ve ever struck. Still T’1l wait
and see before I’ll say anything about them. The last few days have been
spent in Field-craft, and if veu can visualise me crawling along throueh
gorse and heather with rifle, pack and twigs stuck all over me—and in
me——down a steep hill through mud, sand and thicket, up trees, into
ditches, without letting the enemy spot you; well, it’s wot very comfort-
able. We were taken out yesterday and marched about 4 miles and then
told to find our way back—given 3 hour to make it or lose our tea—T lost

10

























































