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field after half a mile.

PRONTISPIECE (Photo by Ron Linstead)--The Southern

Ringed athletes (l.to r.)are, Black, O'Hara

Steer,Thresher.

FRONT COVER (Photo by Ron Linstead)--Every inch counts, even after 10 miles
slogging across country on a murky January afternoon. Tony
Fairclough and Laurie O'Hara fight out the right to hold the
"Macher Shield" for 1966 in a thrilling finish. Tony (41) was

the winner.
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R.T. Taylor EDITORIAL
%ﬁm‘- It was sad news to all athletics enthusiasts
7,Brickwall Lane, to hear that the era o;‘ London to Brighton road relay
Ruislip,Midd'x. races has ended. The financial burden of sponsorship has
obliged the NEWS OF THE WORLD to withdrawai?:heir support
: g from all road-relay races only 12 months after dis-
%%h%%%_r_ continuing the 'Sputhern' event.
104,Florence Rd. Ag everyone knows, the April event was widely
S.W.19. regarded as the "Cyp-Final" of inter-club road racing
in Bpitain, and we are grateful that the NEWS OF THE
Hon.Editors. WORLD should have supported it so well over the past 40
. ppen years. The support by this Synday newspaper has been,
A.Mead and still is, extensive in the field of athletics. In
24 ,Pryston Avenue, return, it is probably fair to say that most athletes
Coulsdon,Surrey. have "gupported" the paper itself.
- But is it a proper state of affairs that a

sport which is the principal one at the Olﬁmpic Ggmes should have to rely
on such support? I- it generally realised how many White City meetings or
cross-country championships would disappear or barely survive but for the
help of spomsors? I5 it also appreciated just how many clubs are unable to
participate in the Ngtional Championships when they are Held in the extreme
Narth or Sguth of the country? Perhaps it would be an eye-opener for the
Minister of Sport (who has probably never heard of the London to Brighton
Road Relay) ig all sponsorships were suddenly withdrawn and the White City
National and Inter-Counties meetings abandoned---but it is doubtful, for
few people outside the athletics world would seem to appreciate what happens
in between Ojympic Games and four-minute miles. Yot is the case of Athletics
really any di¥ferent from that of the Arts? Governmemt sponsorship of the
National Arts Theatre is accepted, why not also support for the Ngtional
championships of road, track and cross-country?

These are some of the thoughts that come to mind when the efforts of
hard-working amateur officials receive a set-back of this sort. Every
endeavour will be made to find someome willing to sponsor a Nptional
London to Brighton Relay on a more modest scale than usual and with the
clubs contributing perhaps a third of the cost, but there is virtually no
hope of salvaging the 1966:event.

For those members who consider these problems rather out of their
province, we would remind them that this Club would cease to exist if we
were obliged to rely solely on subscriptions---even if everyone did pay up
regularly each September-—-and we would ask athletes everywhere the heart-
searching question "DO WE PAY ENOUGH FOR OUR SPORT?"
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WELCOME

vl We extend a cordial welcome to those new members who have
joined us Since our last issue and hope that they will not hesitate to
contact any of omr officials shoulua they require any advice.

Michael J. BAKER %Norfolk) Joseph T. REILLY Scotland)
Peter R. COOPER Middx) Anthony J. SAMPSON Surrey)
James R. MCGRATH Middx) Michael C. SAUNDERS Middxvg
Joseph C. MCMAHON Scotland) David V. SOUTH Surrey
Roy MARKS Middx) Trevor C. UPHAM Surre, g
gﬁ%:ré;: ]SJ- %?{%&igﬁ g I?digs) David M. WESTAWAY EMiﬁdx
. cotlan
i U oeas ) Raymond P. YOUNG Sussex)

2nd Claim Members
erec % (Poly H) Prederick D. GILSON (S.L.H.)

Honora, Member
W.R. Eé%ﬁf of Streatham.



Edwin Gordon

It is with sorrow that we have to advise the death of Ted Gordon,
in his 89th year; a Past President and Trustee of the Club and a vital
personality in the growth of the Belgrave Harriers.

Teddy joined the Club as far back as September 1908 and old minute
books indicate that he quickly played his part on the Club Committee
and worked solidly for the developement arnd welfare of the Club in
those early days. After the first World War he was one of the workers
who assisted in the re-birth of the Club and its gradual growth to
National honours and renown; and in this he received every assitance
from Mrs Gordon. REETE Y

He became Presidentrto W.H.Hare and his lively personality per-
meated on Club life; and whilst he supported all our Club activities,
he claimed and earned for himself a very special place as Chairman of
our Building Pund Committee. His energies, assisted by the efforts of
many others, were applied to our rather small but cherished Headquarters
Fund, and the hundreds of pounds grew into thousands and ultimately
gave us the Headquarters we have today.

Many of us well remember Teddy turning out regularly in sprints
and veteran events. We remember him as link-man in his car on London-
Brighton Relay races, ready to dash forward with our runner should
traffic so dictate, for in those days we hired a double-decker bus
which was our combined dressing room and grandstand. We remember Mr and
Mrs Gorddh setting out at 4 am on Brighton Stroll nights to overtake
the strollers and prepare breakfast ahead, to be partaken at the road-
side. We recall Teddy as Chairman of a Smoking Concert for the Building
Fund and at other Social affairs, and a worker in so many ways for
Belgrave; and we shall treasure his memory as one of thr truly great
Belgravians to have gone before. ]

Teddy hed a great interest in the Camping movement and was President
of one- of the Area organisations; and later became a Councillor and
Deputy-Mayor of Malden and Coombe. During his year in this latter
office and as he was about to become Mayor, Mrs Gordon, who had rendered
sterling support throughout to her husbend, died suddenly, and Teddy
decided in his distress to retire from Civic duties and to live in the
West Country. For a while he served as a Trustee to the Gloucestershire
AAA; and then moved on to North Devon where he kept himself remarkably
well informed on Athletic and particularly Belgravian matters.

We are indeed grateful for Teddy's near-sixty years of membership,
and all he did for us - the evidence of which still abdunds and endures.

A.A.H.

HON SEC'S NOTES

We are Surrey cross-country champions once again - the forerunner of
other championship wins, we hope - and it seems incredible that our last
win should have been in41952. Granted that Surrey has more than its rightful
share of strong cross-country clubs it still seems remarkable that we should
wait so long in recent years for a title that once came to us with some
regularity. x

* *

Our first win came in 1925, and great was the joy at "The Kings Head"
Epsom when the cup circulated, primed by Harry Hare who had managed to find
two winning horses on the same afternconl

Our team was Ken 0'Kell(3), Mick Pyer(4), Bert Footer(8), Jack Andrews
(17), Bert Smith(21), Harry Bruce(26). Our 79 points gave us a two point win
over Epsom H, with Surrey AC third,

¥ x
For the first time Belgrave has a Vice-President- or rather two - on
the Southern Counties AAA. They are LES COHEN and ALF HARLEY and we wish
them well in these new appointments which reflect honour on the Club as
well as the individuals.

* ¥ *
His many friends will be glad to know that Joe Scamell is making a
gocd recovery after serious respiratory trouble. Joe joined us in 1920
and has continued to show his walking paces until as recently as a few
months ago. Our best wishes go to Joe for a complete and speedy recovery.



25 YEARS AGO. ...

From the Belgravian 1941:

"For the purposes of inter-club matches etc. we have arranged to
combine with the Polytechnic Harriers. There has alyayg been a very friendly
feeling in existence between our two clubs and in difficult times it is
natural that we should turn to one another for mutual help."

Because of the war the usual racing programme was severely restricted.
The Southern Counties C.C.A. staged three races in the November j940/
February 1941 period and Tom Carter won every one. Three obher_flxtu?es
were held during this period and Tom won each of these also - including a
convincing win over the great Sydney Wooderson.

....and 40 YEARS AGO
From the Belgravian 1926:

".....after this success ( a win in the South of Thames Junior, with
Footer 2nd and Belgrave scoring 4 in 9) we had:-visions of"larger game" in
the Surrey County Championships at Epsom. ......Coming round ap the end of
the first lap we seemed to be well away with the team race, h§v1ng 2 lead
of some 20 points. Epsom, however, were closing up rapidly whilst our back
men were feeling the effects of the heavy going. Coming r9und the second
time at Tattenham Corner, K.B.0'Kell and A.D.Pyer were going great guns with
H.E.Footer, who had an off day, plugging along in 8th position. Then came
the "turn-up" in J.Andrews who showed wonderful improvement and helped
considerably to withstand the efforts of our Epsom friends so that event-
ually we ran out winners of our first Cross Country Championship by a margin
of 2 points. -
RéSULg: 5.K.B.0'Kell, 4.A.D.Pyer, 8.H.E.Footer, 17.J.Andrews, 21.A.E.Smith
Teams:- 1.BELGRAVE H 79pts 2.Epsom H 81pts 3.Surrey AC 93pts.
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COACHING

E DINGTON WRITES:-

GEORGE ngCoadhaa and Athletes attended the coaching course held at
Belgrave Hall on Synday February 20th. John Brogley ran thg course and
talked for almost 4 hours non-stop on the 4lthrw1ng events i.e. Hapmmer,
Shot, Discus, and Jgvelin. A preak in the mid-afternoon for refreshmants
was well received by all. Those that attgnded very mugh appreCLateq and
enjoyed this course, especially the field events section. It'g a pity that
more did not attend as they certainly missed something worth while., Ag a
result of this course there are to be more held at the hall so that all
active members in the club will have a chance to attend. I would urge you
to attend the course covering your particular even? as I call assure you that
you will learn a great deal. They are for your benifit. Details will be out
soon. Wgtch out for them!,

CEBBPEPEEBEEEEBEEEUBBEEBEEEEBEBEBBEBBBEBBBEE

POBTRBRAG

Our Road Running Secretary, lerek Crookes, writes in reply to the
"Countryman" column of our last issue where, in commenting on the first
league race, our columnist wrote "It did not help, of course, to have two
of our CRUSS COUNTRY runners taking part in a little road race of minor
importance" ;—

"For the sake of the Countryman", Chas. Walker is the ROAD RUNNING
VICE-CAPTAIN and so cannot be the sole possession of the cross-country
section. It is surely difficult enough to run the road running section
without having to have such periodic clap-trap put in the BELGRAVIAN'S
cross—-country reports.

L.R. Crookes,

Eds: The "Countryman" contribution and the league race report were from
different correspondents and both made the saze point.

Our view is that there is enough fixture congestion outside the Club
without introducing it within as well. It seems to us that the Road Running
Hon. 3ec. and the Cross Country Hon, 3ec. shoula do a little more liason
when their "seasons" overlap---just as the Track Hon. Sec. has always done
when the occasional track meeting nas clashed with a road relay. If the
Club consider it worthwirile to enter a team in any race then it should
be shown on our fixture card or the Committee informed---then no-one can
ccaplain afterwards.



JUNIOR SECTION

BOYS: Our team this year has been going from strength to strength. Raymond
Young has emerged as the leading runner in this age group but only just.
Very close behind him tread the Hamilton twins, Robert and John, with Alan
Chandler also near to the fore. Apart from these,our usual scoring four,
ghire are several other youngsters ready to pounce should the present leaders
alter.
YOUTHS: Things are not so good here,cross-couniry wise, nearly all our team
being shorter distance track runners. Most of them become first year Juniors
on the track this season, so it should be interesting to see how they fare
after a solid winters training.
JUNICRS: Although short of cross-country runners this season, our Juniors
have done fairly well. John Bicourt and Adrian Major are, of course, far and
away the leading pair but we have a good prospect in new member Michael
Baker from Battersea College of Technology. As in the Youth section, many of
our runners are sprinters etc. but nevertheless they have done a good job
of backing up our leading two,enabling us to place 2nd in the Surrey Champs.

December 4th - Overseas Cup

John Kelly won the Belgrave Youth's cross-country championship for
the "Overseas Cup". He went off course after about a mile and a half and
made various detours in and around the bushes surrounding Queensmere Lake
but the whole field followed in his footsteps and it made no difference to
the result.

Those 'terrible' Hamilton twins created an eye-opener by filling 2nd
and 3rd places, beating Richard Moody into 4th place. Further back, S.White
got the better of Parvez Igbal, Russell Ward and P.Dunn after a close race.

RESULT:
1.J.Kelly 17:06 6.P.Igbal 18:07
2.J .Hamilton 17:09 7.R.Ward 18:33
3.R.Hamilton 17:15 8.P.Dunn 18: 44
4 ,R.Moody 17:22 9.D.McMillan 20: %6
5.5.White 17:53

December ‘18th - Blackheath Harriers Youths Inter-Club Match

A great run by new member Raymond Young who would have finished even
nearer the front had he not fallen whilst in the lead. Although Blackheath
ran out easy winners the fight for second team place was very close, St.
Dunstans just pipping us by getting their 4th scorer home before ours.

RESULT:

.R.loung 23.A.Chandler 1.Blackheath H 15pts
14.J.Kelly 30.R.Moody 2.5t.Dunstans 62pts
17.T.Brooks 31.P.Gee 3.BELGRAVE H 62pts

BICOURT LEADS JUNIORS TO SURPRISE 2nd
PLACE IN SURREY C.C. —

January 1st 1966 - Wimbledon Common

With the retirement from athletics of Colin Church (Walton AC) at the
ripe cld age of 18, all the local papers tipped Steve Badgery (Mitcham)
for an easy win, although our own John Bicourt had beaten both these fine
runners in the previous North Surrey League race.

From the start the Mitcham boy and John were well to the rore and
after a mile were 30 yards clear of the field. As they climbed the hill
from Queensmere for the first time John, his Alan Simpson type chest held
high, looked far the stronger and showed just ahead of Badgery who seemed
to be feeling the pace. Along the horseride and turning out again for the
second lap, John kept piling on the pressure and it was soon obvious that
nobody would beat him on this day. 'Badge' kept fighting gamely but a gap
was opening up and he eventually had to give best by 12 seconds,.

Meanwhile, Adrian Major was having a battle royal with the rest of
Mitcham's scoring team and after running one of his best reces to date,he
finished a very distinguished 5th. Great backing by Derek Hurd (who seems
to be finding his old form) and quarter-miler Philip Smith (he could never
have dreamed of winning his first County medal in a cross country race)
ensured us of a suprise 2nd place in the team event.

Last year we predicted that John Bicourt's forward running could well
earn him the title at his next attempt, so let's stick our necks out once
more and forecast a win for Adrian Major in 1967.
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RESULT:
1.J.Bicourt EBELGRAVE H; 29:05 l 21.D.Hurd (BELGRAVE H) 33:28
2.5.Badgery (Mitcham AC 29:17 35,P.Smith " 35:5¢
3.D.Strudwick ( n ) 29:43 43,A.Bousfield n 37:03
5.A.Major (BELGRAVE H)  30:17 45.7 .Martin n 38:47

Teams:=- 1,Mitcham AC 18 pts 2.BELGRAVE H 56 pts 3.HHH 59 pts,

Due to New Year's Eve festivities the night before, we were unable to
close in a Youth team. The Race was won by J.Rix (SLH) in 18:36. Belgrave
positions were R.Moody 47th (22:10), A.Brooks 56th-  (22:57) and P.Gee(57th

= o — 22:57).

The Galloping Major takes Junior ‘5’

January 22nd - Wimbledon
This was a good day for Tom Carter's 'school', with Tony Fairclough
taking the Senior '10' by 1 second and Adrian Major winning the Junior 's5¢
by what must be the largest margin ever - 5 minutes 11 seconds! Although
Adrian ran the entire race on his own (John Bicourt having elected to do
the Senior race) and the going was really slippery, he recorded the excell-
ent time of 28:26. This,incidentally, is 39 secs. faster than John Bicourt's
winning time in the Surrey Championship over the same course, less approx.
75 yards at the finish.
That surfin',hammer throwing,vodka drinking,half-miler - John Kelly
wasU%;d in 33:37 and Phil Smith 3rd, 13 seconds later.
RES t

1.A.Major 28:26 5.A.Brooks 34: 36
2.J.Kelly 55:37 6.P.Gee 34:40
3.P.Smith 33:50 7+.J .Martin 39:11
4,A.Bousfield 34:26
E-BiNABal elniCid, BOYS RACE
January 22nd
10.R.Young 11:18 Teams:- 1.Shaftsbury H 27pts
26.J.Hamilton 11:48 2.Maidstone H 30pts
30.A.Chandler 11:57 3.Luton United. 30pts
34 .R.Hamilton 12:04 6.BELGRAVE H 66pts

ALDERSHOT RELAYS

Janua 29th Boys Juniors
A.Chandler 8:18 J.Rimmer 7:33
R.Young 7151 D.Hurd 8:23
R.Hamilton 8:04 P.Smith 8:21
J.Hamilton 8:02 A.Bousfield 8:24

BELGRAVE H 'A' 7th 32:15 BELGRAVE H 3rd 32:41

BELGRAVE H 'B' 13th e

SOUTHERN C. C.CHAMPS.

Parlisment Hill Fields - February 12th

Youths: This was the first race of the afternoon and we were not expecting
a great deal from our team this year as they are young and inexperienced in
races of this kind. This was bornme out by the result for we finished last of
the Eeama that closed in with the large score of 751 points.

RESULT:

T.Mitcham AC 72pts 2.Windsor & Eton 105pts 3.TVH 125pts

31.BELGRAVE HE 751pts.

Juniors: As usual in the major championships the Juniors have the worst of
the conditions after hundreds of Youths and Seniors have churned up the
course, This year it was worse than usual and only the fittest could hope to
run to form,

Our Junior team had been at Parliament Hill almost three hours before
their race was due to start but nevertheless the majority of them were only
just in the starting pens before the maroon was fired, despite a very
adequate five minutes warning. Adrian Major, of whom we expected a good
performance was left behind and had the invidious task of chasing the field
whereas he would normaly have been contesting the lead. It is to be hoped
that this experience will have taught him a hard earned lesson.

John Bicourt was soon prowinent and at the end of the first lap was
lying 9th although a fair distance behind the leaders. Adrian Major,despite
his belated start, had moved through to 22nd but was showing signs of his
extra exertions. James Rimmer and a new member, Michael- Baker,were our other
Scorers in 100th and 133rd places respectively.
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Little change took place on the second lap. John Bicourt moved up to
take a very respectable 7th place again beating his local rival Steve Badgery
from Mitcham. Adrian made no further progress and finished 24th lacking the
necessary finishing fire to take him past the six runners all within striking
distance. Without doubt he would have been much higher if his start had been
normal. Rimmer and Baker came in 105th and 131st to make & team score of 267

ﬁgéﬁ{g:which gave us 7th place. Olymplan
“q.A.Ashton (Reading AC) 33:25 105.J .Rimmer (BELGRAVE H)

2.R.Young (Hornchurch) 33:31 131.M.Baker "

3.C.Moxom (Woodford Grnm) 24:05 162.D.Hurd "

7+J.Bicourt (BELGRAVE H) 34: 56 167.P.Smith "

24.A.Major (BELGRAVE H) 35:4

3
Teams:- 1,TVH 98pts 2.Boro'Enfield 150pts 3.Reading AC 157pts
7.BELGRAVE H 267pts.

Surrey Boy_s— C. 6.

February 19th - Morden Park

On Saturday, 19th February seventeen teams took part in the Surrey Boys
race, held over a wet, heavy course at Morden Park. The course consisted of
two laps, the total distance being 2% miles.

After a fast start, Ray Young moved up into 3rd place, Alan Chandler
and newcomer Trevor Upham were 30th and 31st, Russell Ward and the Hamilton
twins John and Robert were in the mid 60's and Parvez Igbal the mid 90's.
The pace soon began to tell and the field split up. At the finish Ray Young
was 6th, having lost two places in the run in, Alan Chandler with a final
effort gained a few places to finish 28th, Trevor Upham was 46th and John
Hamilton 60th.

RESULT: Teams: -
6.R.Young 70.R.Ward 1.Epsom & Ewell H 43pts
28.A.Chandler 73.R.Hamilton 2.8t. Pauls 57pts
46,.T.Upham 91.P.Igbal 3.5urrey Beagles 72pts
60.J.Hamilton 8.BELGRAVE H 152pts

——————————————— Tessy Brooks
THE NORTH SURREY LEAGUE

YOUTHS & BOYS
FINAL TABLE
_——

I. Mitcham Athletic Cjyb....... 101 points
2. Croydon Hgrriers....... «++..207 points
3. Hercules Athletic Ciub...... 335 points
4. BELGRAVE HARRIERS........... 377 points
5. Surrey Athletic Club. +.+407 points
6. Walton Athletic Club -++2+.9582 points
7. Herne Hill Hgrriers...... ++.619 points

The loss this season of Adrian Major to the Senior/Junio
hit any hopes we might have had of improving on las%nyeaé'a 3r§ ;;:gze
Once again Mjtcham and Croydon took first two places whilst Hercules ;
jumped from their bottom place of last year into third position.

Our_only runner to taxe part in all four races was J, Kelly, who
was our flrst man home in three of the fixtures. Tre individual t;ophy
went to D, Fgircloth of Croydon, who had 3 wins and a second place
RACE RO.1 (omitted from November BELGRAVIAN) i

Held on our own course last October we had our best turn-
of th? competitions. Kglly, Chandlet and Geary packed well in the eaﬁ?;
twenties agd were supported by Tony Brooks and the Hamilton twing in the
late thlrtleg; but these were positions that were unlikely to give us a
forward placing and it was no surpriie to learn we had cone 4th
RESULT i
1. D, Faircloth (Croy)..14:11| 21. J, Kelly....16:20|42.P Gge

e e e T o b (RS St Sl 17:28

2. B, Byrne (Mit).......14:12[ 22. A, Chandler.16:29|43.7 . Homiis I
3. B, Morrison (Croy)...14:24| 23. E. Geary....16:30 52.N,Bnnaon§§j‘}g; 8
4. ¥, Djllon (Mit)......14:39| 36. T. Brooxs. ..16:52| 56.R. e
5. K. Lga (Mit). ik, 14:57 1 37. R. Hamilton.16:52 57.P. cﬂlla...:lB:qG
Topms:— 60.P. Igbal..,,19:01

1. Witchau 24 pts, 2, Croydon 49 pts, 3. Hercules 53 pts, 4. BELS
5. Surrey 111 pts, 6. HHH 143 pts, 7: Walton 152 pia. » 4 104 nta
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THE NORTH SURREY LEAGUE

FINAL TABLE

1. BELGRAVE HABRRIERS..............868 points
2. Hercules Athletic Club........1248 points
3. Mitchan Athletic Club.......,.1282 points
4. Herne Hill Harriers.........,.1380 points
5. Walton Athletic Club..........1579 points
6. Croydon Harriers..............1682 points
7. Surrey Athletic Club..........2041 points

So, after the fourth attempt, we have at last won the League title.
In 1963 and 1964 Walton pushed us into the runners-up position and last
year Hercules did likewise. Our ever-increasing depth in numbers of good
class runners and the consequent better turn-outs were instrumental in
gaining us this win. The competition is really a test of reserve strength
as the top runners are rarely able to compete in all four fixtures,
Belgrave had 23 different runners filling the ten scoring positions in the
four fixtures---a reassuring thought when one considers that each
combination was good enough to give us a win in 3 races out of 4, and a
second place in the other.

The individual title (only those who compete in all four races are
eligible) went to Dave Bagshaw (Hercules) with 46 points and the runner—
up our own promising Junior Adrian Major with 68 points---an exceptionally
good start in his first year of the competition.

The first race was covered in the November issue of the Belgravian,
This is how the remaining three went:-

RACE NO.2 (Walton AC---Esher)-—-zDecember 11th

The Esher Common course was at it's worst. Muddy at the best
of times on the outgoing and homeward stretch, the continuous rain of the
preceding weeks had left it a veritable quagnmire.

A brown healthy looking Gerry North---freshly returned from
lMexico---was out to see whether he could do a "Keino"; having descended
over 17,000 feet a few days earlier. Although not as 'tanned' as the
famous Kenyan when he started, he must have matched him for both perform-
ance and appearance by the time he had finished! His mud-covered figure
crossed the line over a minute ahead of the next man, John Thresher;
despite going off course during the first lap and losing his initial lead.

Bicourt and Fairclough ran very well to give us 4 in 6, and
with such a good start we had little difficulty in winning the match and
moving into an overall lead of 111 points, at the expenseé cf Hercules the
holders who had won the first race at Wimbledon.

New aember Bill Uance did well in his first league -run, and it
was good to see our old friend Ranjit Bhatia out again in Belgrave, colours,
RESULT
1. Gerry North (BELS)....29:20 | 15. Heilly...31:41 | 66, Hampshire...35:29
J. Thresher (BELS)....30:25| 20. Thorpe...31:56| 71. Penny.......35:54
Wheeler(HHH).......30:29 | 22. Dear.....32:05| 73. Brown (R)...36:22
M. Gowan (HHH)........30:30 | 25. Major....32:21| 76. Brew........36:53
J. Bicourt (BELS).....30:33|29. Steer....32:48| 77. Merry.......37:08
Fairclough (BELS)..30:42 | 54. Shippen..34:25) 87. Smith (P)...39:02
. G. Biscoe (Mit).......30:43( 57. Dance....34:40( 89. Fairfield...39:36
. M. Gillett (Mit)......30:47 | 60. Bhatia...34:53| 94. Bousefield..41:19
. S. Badgery ém1t),.....30:50
. J. Snowdon (Sy).......31:0¢
Teaus:—

I. BELGRAVE H.E L, 2,5,6,15,20_22,25,29,53;....................178 points
2. Mitcham AC (7,8,9,11,18,26,32,34,39,42).00ceeecnnnccn.....226 points
3. Walton AC (16,17,23,30,33,47,48,49,55,62)....000ueu........380 points
4. Hercules AC. 383 pts, 5. H.H.H. 390 pts, 6, Croydon H, 418 pts

7. Surrey AC 515 pts.
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HACE NO. 3. (Surrey AC---Richmond Park)---January 15th

Held on the same day as the Inter-Counties Championship at
Blackpool, this third league match found us with our points lead in
geopardy, as Gerry and Geoff North, John Thresher, Tony Fairclough and
Trevor Hart were on call by their Counties and Mel Thorpe, Alan Black, and
John lear were also away.
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Maybe it was because many of our leading runners were away that
the remainder supported the race so well, but it was certainly a magnificent
erfort for 26 to turn out and support this away fixture as they did. Despite
his disappointing exclusion from the llidalesex team, Laurie Q'Hara was
there to lead our team into the fray, nobly abetteda by John B:court and
Ferdie Gilson (in his first outing as a second-claim member).

Ferdie went straight to the front, with Bicourt, O'Hara and
Steer well placed. Laurie soon worked his way up to third and entered into
a lengthy battle with Presland of Syrrey AC. Gilson faded a little and soon
had Mgjor and Reilly closing on him. At halfway there was nothing to choose
between ourselves, bijtchan and Hernme H4ill but the latter appeared to have a
slender lead. We were doing far better than expectedj particularly as John
Bicourt had been forced to retire at this point. The lads held their own
admirably on the final circuit, and with the Mitcham late-scorers anaking
ground at the expense of their Herne Hill counterparts we ended up tying
for first place in the closest team result yet.

RACE NO.4.---(Croydon H-=-Shirley)---February 26th

We went into the final race at Ljoyd Park with a lead of 111
points in the Competition, and although only four of our intended "National®’
nine decided to run the week preceding the E.C.C.U. Chaunpionships we were
still able to turn out a useful ten..

The North brothers forced the pace right from the start and at
halfway Gerry was half a minute clear of Geéoff, wht was about 15 seconds
ahend of Gowan (HHH). Alan Black was showing excellent form, leading the
renainder of the field a short distance behind. With Adrian ligjor making
Dabbs and Hprt work hard, and Bill Dgnce chasing Chris Steer we had no
less than eight in the first thirteen!

Gerry showed he was hitting form just right for the National
the following week by going right away to the time of 1:35. Geoff had little
difficulty in holding his second place, and Alan was only 9 seconds short
of catching Gowan. Dabbi’s superior strength had the edge on young ligjor
and both dropped Trevor Hart.

Bi1l Dpnce (11th) and Jynior Mjchael Baker (%gth) both ran

particularly well and we should be seeing a lot more of these two.
RESULT
1. Gerry Korth (BELS)....26:54 10. Hart....29:34 58. Smith (P).....35:13
2. Geoff North (BELS)....28:29 11. Dgnce...29:47 59. Wrench........35:17
3. M, Gowan (HHH),.......28:49 19. Steer...30:26 60. Piddington....35:19
4. A, Black (Bms).......aﬂ:ga 29. Dear....31:09 63. Bousefield....35:34
5. D. Bpgshaw (Here).....29:04 39. Baker...32:@G8 68. Fairfield.....36:23
6. C, Dgbbs (BELS).......29:13 49. Keavey..33:18 70,6 Mead..........37:35
7. A, Mgjor (BELS),...... 29:18 54. Hjlliar.34:35 T1l. Mghning.......37:35
T 56. Merry...34:52
s BELGRAVE H. §1,2,4,6,7,10,ll,19,29,39)......................128 pts
2. Hercules AC 5,12,14,22,24,30,32,37,41,70)cccoccesacsscss...202 pts
3. Croydon H * (8,20, 21,27,28,33,35,40,45,46)....cc000ec-0.....303 pts

4, H.H.H. 324 gts, 5. iljtcham AC 431 pts, 6. Walton AC 555 pts
7. Surrey AC 580 pts.

FORTECOMING FIXTURES

MARCH 19th---R.W.A. (and Inter-Counties) 10 miles championship:Bexley
Road Relay. i
26th---BELGRAVE INVITATION FIELD EVENTS MEETING (Tooting) A.A.A.
7 miles welk Championship---Hurlingham.
T.V.H. Road Relay--Cranford.
APRIL 2nd—----Met. W.C. Open 20 Kilos walk.
BELGRAVE '53' ROAD CHAMPIONSHIP (Wimbledon Cup)
Tramps' Bell-——Belgrave Hall
16th——— BELGRAVE '20' WAIK CHAMPIONSHIP (R.W. Ricketts Shield).

p MM 2090225 C0002000000090000063000000000

THE FINAL LEAGUE MATCH---SHIRLEY

TOP LEFT: Trevor Hart and Charlie Dabbs comnence lap 2.

TOP RIGHT: Junior Michael Baker in his first league race.

CENTRE: A confident team await the start. (L to R): Black,lierry,Geoff North
Gerry North,Dear,3teer,liajor and Dabbs.

BOTT0M LEFT: John Dear fights off two Croydon Harriers.

BOTTOM RIGHT: Chris Steer, who was our 8th scorer.
(Photos: C. Shippen)
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FAIRCLOUGY Ev A YARD |

'MACHER' Shield win over O'Hara - January 22nd - Wimbledon

What a finish to this year's Club 10 miles Championship! Just when
Fairclough appeared to have got a safe lead over O'Hara in the closing stages
Laurie turned on a final sprint that took him to within a stride of victory
and to dreams of "what might have been". Nevertheless, Tony went at the right
psychological moment and justified his decision by taking the title - a fine
win by a fine runner.

Charlie Dabbs was another to re-run the race many times in his thoughts.
First up the final climb to the Windmill he could do little to stop his
speedier opponents draw away over the last flat % mile, and must also have
thought "If only I'd gone earlier”.

In what must have been the closest finish for years in this race, 40secs
covered the first five runners. These five were so superior to the remainder
that they also occupied the first five positions in the handicap - an
occurence that must be unprecedented in the annals of Belgrave handicapping.

John Bicourts 4th place was particularly good for a Junior and he did
well to finish just ahead of Alan Black, who is getting back to top form
once again,

Only 15 of the 20 odd starters finished - so much for a 4 lap course
and willpower!

RESULT:

1.A.Fairclough(1:45) 58;:15 9.C.Walker (5:30) 62:55
2.L.0'Hara (1:45) 58:16 10.J.Thresher 51:305 63:18
3.C.Dabbs (2:15) 58:36 11.C.Shippen 8:00) 65:00
4.J.Bicourt (2:00) 58:45 12.G.Piddington  (11:00) 70:46
5.A.Black (2 50; 58:55 13.P.King (11:50; 73:00
6.C.Steer (3:00) 59:46 14.J.Hilton (14:00) 73:46
7.J.Reilly %2:30) 60:50 15.C.Henn (13:00) 74:13
8.J.Brown 4:30) 61:34

BELS. 2nd again in ‘SOUTHERN’

Although the weather was not unduly cold and we were spared the
promised snow the conditions under foot were worse than had ever been
experienced,even at Parliament Hill. The whole area was sodden with water
and it needed very little to turn the ground into a sea of mud.

On paper our team looked very strong indeed and we had every hope of
reversing the 1965 result when Portsmouth beat us by 42 points. However, the
Hampshire club were at the top of their form and the result turned out to be
almost identical to that at Brighton the preceding year, with the same margin
of points. i

It was not our team captains day for he was up-ended before even getting
out of the starting pens and deposited ignominously on his bottom. This gave
him the extra task of catching up with the leaders, a difficult job in normal
conditions but infinitely worse in the sloppy mud of todays race.Nevertheless
after 2 miles Gerry was our first man in 7th place followed by Thresher 19th
Geoff North (fully confident that he was to beat his brother at last in a
cross-country race) 31st, Fairclough 35th, Thorpe 46th and Black 54th well
backed up by O'Hara 55th and Dabbs 56th. The score at this stage was 192 and
Portsmouth, despite having four men in the first eleven places, were approx-
imately 180.

One mile further on all our lads had improved considerably except Black
who had fallen back to 87, his 6th scoring place having bepn taken by Dabbs
who had come up to 47. Score now 169 as against Portsmouth® 155, for whom
Martin Hyman was moving through the field from 80th place at a great speea.

Towards the end of the 2nd lap Gerry had moved up to 3rd with Thresher
17th, Geoff North 22nd, Fairclough 26th, Thorpe 3*9th and Dabbs 45th,totalling
152. Hyman for Portsmouth was now up to 33rd and their score was down to 130,

As the field went up the hill at the beginnirg of the third lap we had
made up a few more places to score 147 but Portsmouth had drawn away a little
and were now totalling only 115.

Over the last lap our fortunes wavered for Mel Thorpe,who had been runn-
ing very well, dropped back twelve places,but Laurie O'Hara who had been late
arriving and started without a warm-up, was coming through fast and gained
fourteen positions to pass both Thorpe and Dabbs. Gerry was finding the
going tough and had to give way to John Roberts (SLH) and Peter Yates (Windsor
& Eton) and brother Geoff also lost some ground.

The final reckoning gave us a total score of 148 as against Portsmouths
106 so we must wait another year before we displace them from the leading
position in Southern cross-country circles which they have held for six years
Perhaps we could do it in this year's National at Sheffield.



Gerry North leadsBaldwin (Blackheath)

BRESULT:
7.T.Johnston (Portsmouth)

47:56 39.C.Dabbs (BELGRAVE H) 51:19
2.T.Briault EBnrough of Enfield)48:18 50.M.Thorpe " 51:39
3.J.Roberts (South London H) 140 62.A.Black n 52:01
5.Gerry North (BELGRAVE H) 49:03 76.C.Steer " 52:58
17.J.Thresher " 50:12 94,J .Reilly " 52:58
27.A.Fairclough " 50:54 110.T.Hart i
29.Geoff North n 50:57 247.C.Walker n
35.L.0'Hara " 51:12

Teams:- 1.Portsmouth AC (1,8,10,15,20,51) 105pts.
2.BELGRAVE H (5,17,26,28,34,38)148pts 3.SLH ?5,55.55.59-“4.46) 199pts
HNote:- South London Harriers took the Odling Smee Cup for finishing their

rst twelve ahead of any other club. Their last man was few places in front
of Charlie Walker - perhaps Jack Brown may have a twinge of conscience for
withdrawing just to let Charlie run |

DR SRR STUDS O S et e sciee) Sl AL Olympian

THE 14966 NATIONAL

National Championships, Graves Park, Sheffield---March 5th

What a race! What a finish! After Hill (Bolton) and Turner (Liverpool)
had been locked in combai for the whole race, alternately pushing the pace
and out on their own, Hill made a frantic effort to shake off hisg rival
1% miles from the finish but 2 yards was all he could get. With just 600
yds left Turner made his 'final' effort and when a gap of 4 yards appeared
it seemed all over, but the Bolton man showed a new lease of life 100 yards
from the line and produced a second sprint that momentarily carried him
sailing past Turner; but with the finish drawing nearer at increasing
speed the Liverpool Harrier responded yet again and as they crossed the
line in a blanket sprint finish it seemed the®e could be no justice in a
result other than a tie. However, inches do count in the end and on this
score the verdict went to Ron Hill who, surprisingly, is National Champion
for the first time.

Our own Gerry North had an excellent run, proving the forecasters
wrong again---none of them considering Gerry for the International team
yet alone the rirst four. After the usual fast start, up a steep hill, the
field had to negotiate 2 laps of a miniature % mile circuit---hardly fair
to the outside positions in a field sometimes 15 abreast, Gerry and Geoff
€0t a good start though and were both in the first six after 600 yards.
With only 1% miles gone the steep climb from the start had been covered
ihree times and the fieid well and truly sorted out. Geoff began to drop
back tue second time up and Gerry was dangerously near losing contact on
the third ascent. Briault was pushing the pace g% this sta-e, but the pace
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slackened for the only time in the race on the flat, zig-zagged portion of
the course farthest away from the finish. For a short distance the runners
were 5 abreast and the leading group had consolidated itself to 10 strong.
It was at this point that Turner decided to break up the ‘pally’ gathering
and with Hill the only one to hang on the leaders were soon strung out in
Indian file. Gerry's effort in regaining contact with the leaders left him
little with which to respond but he still managed to carve himself a niche
in 5th position, a place he slowly but surely improved upon--reaching 3rd
at 6 miles and for:a spell pulling back the leading pair. Unfortunately the
steep slope down to the start caused him serious discomfort each of the
four times it was covered, due to a lingering stitch, and on each occasion
he lost ground. Hogan, who was running in his first English "National" a nd
who had been trailing Gerry throughout, probably noticed this for on the
last descentjust prior to commencing the final large lap he made his effort
disposing of a 10 yards deficit and opening up a 20 yards lead. For a
further mile Hogan kept the pace going and it seemed for a spell that he
might well catch the leaders but after getting 50 yards clear of Gerry he
could make no further impression Gerry held his form well and finished
strongly, though his pursuers were making ground over the final circuit.

Geoff also suffered on those first 3 steep climbs. he was not quite
strong enough to maintain his excellent start but he deserves full credit
for the way he battled over the whole distance to hold a slipping position
From 9th place at # mile to 17th at 13 miles, he was 28th at the half
distance. His tenacity over the final 4% miles enabled him to finish 38th
and be our second scorer.

Of the remainder, none was inside the first 150 after a 4 mile
and, except for Fapirclough, none inside the first 120 after 3 miles. Tony
worked very hard to make ground over the first large lap and at 3 miles
had reached 68th position, but the final stages of the race were a bit too
much for him, most of his slip to 81lst occurring in the final mile or so.
Charlie Dabbs showed his strength after being outpaced at the start. He
worked his way through to 145th at 3 miles and then forged through the
field at the rate of 10 places a mile; just failing to catch Tony at the
finish. Laurie O'Hara also progressed steadily and gained more valuable
places with his usual final burst. Our sixth scorer was 20 years old Joe
Reilly, who had only come in as reserve but rose to the occasion in great
style--taking 30 places in the final lap and finishing a creditable 134th.

Mel Thorpe had great difficulty in getting to the start on time.
A fast car drive from Blackburn and a sprint from the dressing-room enabled
him to just make it, but this, together with the effects of his present
move to Coventry must have left him with precious little nervous energy for
an event of this stature. As it was Mel felt unable to continue when well
down the field and retired from the race. Whether or not it would have
made any difference no one will ever know but Trevor Hart, who had been
told to stand by, aidn't even report to the te,n manager who, when teams
were declared entered Mel's name more in hope than design. In the normal
course of events Hart would have been declared as a runner. So much for
our growing band of runners who consider reserve status beneath their
dignity.

The team race was very interesting. With five men home Portsmouth
led Coventry and North Staffs, but the position was reversed on the close-
in with F. Staff s’ 6th man 90th, Coventry's 132nd and Pompey's 173rd.

Our 4th place was our best effort since 1948 and with Thresher
and Barrow still to come our chances of further improvement next year are
very good.

Have you seen who were 5th? Ig it likely that a renewal of the
great Birchfield/Belgrave battles of the past is imminent?

RESULT
1. H. Hill (Bolton):seesececessesss.46:21 38, Geoff North

2. M. Turner (Iiverpool)............46:21 81. A. Fairclough
3. J. Hogan (Poly)ececcesecancsass..46:48 B85, C. Dabbs
4. GERRY NORTH (BELGRAVE)...........47:01 105. L. O'Hara
5. L. Stewart (V. of Leven).........47:06 134. J. Reilly
6. J. Hgmmond $Covantry)........ ..47:09 159. A. Black
7. T. Briault (B. of Enfield).......47:14 193. C. Steer
8. R, Fowler (N. Staffs)............47:25 — R. Thorpe
9. T, Johnston (Portsmouth).........47:27
Teams:

51

1. N. Staffs & Stone AC (8,18,19,31,59,90)...0ccvceeess...225 pts

2. Coventry God. H. (6,14,16,28,44,132). .0 0uvvnsvennns. 240 Dts

3. Portsmouth AC (9,21,25,29,373173) . vonnnsevnnnsnnn. 294 Dta

4. BELGRAVE H. (4,38,81,85,105,134). ... .. ... 00 11 1. 447 pts
5. Birchfield K 507 pts, 6, Leicester C.A.T. 560pts, 7. Tipton H. 607 pts
8. Bristol AC.-614 pts, 9. Derby & Cty 681 pta. 10. T.V.H. 704 pts *

(76 teams closed in{



PHOTO A fine study by two fine photographers(Ed Lacey
] and Ron Linstead) of a fine athlete, Chris Steer
in action auring the Mitcham '15'.
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Senior Club

Records

100 yards I.Mayers May 1955 9.9 secs.

J.Vivian Aug. 1965
220 yards B.Morris June 1961 21.6 secs.
440 yards B.Morris Sept.1961 48.0 secs.
880 yards D.Cocks May 1964 1:49.6 secs
1 mile «J .Thresher July 1964 4:02.1 secs.
2 miles Geoff.North May 1965 8:43,0 secs.
3 miles Geoff.North May 1965 15:33.0 secs.
6 miles Gerry North July 1963 28:11.4 secs.
10 miles Gerry North 50:09.8 secs.
25 miles B.Sawyer Oct.1963 2:17:10 secs.
Marathon B.Sawyer June 1963 2:28:08 secs.
5,000m S'cnase A.Black June 1962 9:20.0 secs.
4 x 110 yards D.Merrett, I.Mayers,

B.Walden, R.lioltum July 1954 42.6 secs.
4 x 440 yards P.Eldridge, B.Morris,

G.Worrall, G.Lerog Aug.1961 3:15.3 secs.
2 mile walk S.F.Vickers July 1960 13:02.4 secs.(wb)
7 mile walk S.F.Vickers Sept.1958 50:09.0 secs.
120 yds.hurdles R.T.Tolson July 1960 15.3 secs.
220 yds.hurdles D.J.Merrett June 1955 24.3 secs.
440 yds.hurdles P.Pepe Aug.1962 55.5 secs.
High Jump J.Dodds July 1936 6 ft. 3% ins.
Long Jump P.C.Luxon Aug.1954 23 ft. 6% ins.
Hop Step & Jump | D.C.Boosey June 1964 51 £ft. 11 4ins.
Pole Vault M.Ash June 1956 12 £t. 9 ins.
Weight D.McCorquindale June 1959 SqEft. 4 ins,
Javelin N.Head May 1965 210 ft. 2 {ins.
Discus T.J.Gaworski May 1956 154 ft. 10 ins.
Hammer P.L.Porter July 1957 173 £t 8 ¥dna,
Decathlon M.Ash Sept.1956 5,178 points

These records are unofficial. They are based on the recorded performances
of first claim members and are not subject to any qualifications or con-
ditions regarding ratification.

(wb) denotes World's Best.

Have you affixed the Treasurers receipt to the membership card at the back
of your handbook yet? If not, perhaps it is because you have overlooked that
subscriptions for everyone became due last September.
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