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Congratulations to our track men, whose consistent running
throughoiit the season enabled us to win the Southern Amateur
Athlet.c League (Division 1), comprising the strongest Metro-
politan clubs.” In the final table we had a handsome win over
our nearest rivals, the Polytechnic H., and we have every cause:
to feel really satisfied with ourselves. As most of our readers
know the-League programme consists of six team and relay
events, and so provides a sound test of through and through
ability, rather than an opportunity for one or two individuals
to shine—and is, in fact, a real test of Club strength.

7l * # % *

Our congratulations also go tc-our winning team ‘in the
London to Brighton Walk—Messrs. Bentley, Martin, Khlopin
and Allen—who scored our third successive win.

"We now hold winning team trophies for both the Walk and
Relay over the Brighton course. Before long we hope to hold
National Championship trophies at running and walking. Our
Jubilee year would be a very suitable time for this, but if it
happens before then (and there is every likelihood that it will)
we shall not complain.

iy # * * ®

One thing is certain, there has never been a club before in the
history of Athletics that has attained the all-round standard that
we have done in past years. If it were possible to draw up a
table and award points fo clubs under five headings, track run-
ning, cross-country (and road) running, track walking, road
walking, and field events, Belgrave would be well away on top.
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These five branches would cover all forms of our sport adminis-
tered by the A.A.A. and its associated bodies. I have long toyed
with the idea of preparing such a table, but it has not seemed
worth the effort when the ultimate result has been so certain{

w M I * * *

- Of course, results are not everything. It would be a poor club
that won championships and lost its soul; that possessed athletic
ability and no sportmanship; that knew how to win but not how
to lose.

Fortunately, we have sociability and sportsmanship, cordiality
and club-spirit, loyalty and self-effacement, developed to an un-
limited degree throughout the rank and file of the Club; and it
is this spirit that has brought athletic success in its train. That
it will ever continue so we have not the slightest doubt.

* * * * *

We have much pleasure in extending our heartiest congratu-
lations to Alf Miller, Syd Warboys and Don Willis upon their
recent marriages, which we trust will be long-lived and full of
happiness.

* * * * *

Give our new Hon. Treasurer a good start in his office by
remitting your subscription, which became due at the A.G.M.,, at.
once. He is also the man to tackle about ties, vests, badges, etc.

* * # ¢ *

In addition, he will be glad to receive donations to the Bel-
grave Building Fund. It’s no use keeping that box full of half-
pennies on one side in your bedroom. Just hand it to our Hon.
Treasurer and help swell the £175 - 3 - 113 that the Balance Sheet-
disclosed.

With the consistent and determined efforts of all members we
should, within a short time, be in a position to discuss cur
Owx~ HeapQuarTERs. But it requires every member to do a little
towards this objective. You can save your halfpennies .and
pass on to the Hon. Treasurer {who will also accept silver, notes
or cheques); assist Frank Elson with his Football scheme, whi.ch
at 1d. a time should not be difficult to introduce to your family
and friends; and generally help towards helping yourself—which,
in effect, our Building Scheme means.

* * * * *

‘We are glad to welcome as Vice-Presidents of the Club
Messrs. R. J. Savage and J. Turner. “Dick” Savage has been a
member for many years, doing valuable work all the time.. Mr.
Turner has done much for Athletics during the last fifty years,
and has occupied many important positions in the Athletic world.
He is always ready to help, and being resident 1n South West
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London, hopes to be in attendance at Wimbledon whenever hxs
other engagements permit.

The Club can consider itself very fortunate in adding two such
men to its Vice- P1 esidents’ list.

* * * ®

The Mmdlesex County A.AA. are helding a Supper at The
First Avenue Hotel, Holborn, on Friday, December 7th, to cele-
brate their triple win in the Inter-County competitions—Cross-

country, Road-walk and Track.

Sir James Leigh-Wood will be in the Chair, supported by tlw
Chairman of the Middlesex Comm’ttee, Mr. J. Turner, a mems=
ber of our Club; and it should be a very enjoyable evening.
Several of our members have contributed towards the success of
Middlesex in the Inter-county events, and so it is hoped we shall
be well represented at the Supper. Several Belgrave men with
Middlesex interests have already e\p1essed their intent’on to be
present, and any others desirous of jolning in should write to
A. A. Harley with amount (3/- per head) before the end of
November.

FROM OUR PRESIDENT.

With the return of the Winter Season, we are again looking

forward to a repetition of last year’s successes and a desire to
see 1934-35 our best year as yet.
- The Summer Season did not quite come up to cur expectations
and ‘emphasized the great difference between our cross-country
strength and our track strength. Even so, we came through
quite - creditably, winning the Southern Amateur League, also
several matches against other Clubs and finally providing an
Empire Champion over 6 miles in A. Penny. It seems a pity
that with our large membership the number of really class track
runners is so small, and as yet our chances of acquiring “places™
in the A.AA. Championships are very remote. :

Last summer we were unfortunate to have received such little
assistance from our stalwarts, T. Scrimshaw and J. Tosh, who .
were out of action most of the season, but no fresh members
improved sufficiently to take their place. There are probably
several reasons for this, but the chief one, in my estimation, is
lack of organised training. Here, of. course, we strike up against.
a big problem. Primarily, we need a few senior men, both.
willing and capable of carry out the duties of coaching. By
this I do not necessarily mean coaches who make one run to
schedule, or who alter a man’s style, but rather one who can-
adapt a ruaner’s style to the best advantage.  Rather more
method in training, such as forming little groups and framing.
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small handicaps, would bring forth better results than those
shown at present.

The difficulty in attaining this organised training is the vary-
ing distances that members live from the track and also the
dlffeIent times at which they leave business. The track being,
as a rule, open most of the day, has a tendency to cause men
to train at any ccnvenienl hour, rather than their putting off
other arrangements in order to train with their club-men at cer-
tain times of the day. If set times for training could be
arranged, then I feel sure that not only would a great improve-
ment be shown, but that the trammg would also become more
pleasant.

The Club Track Championships this summer were sadly lack-
ing in entries. This was most surprising and disappointing.
Disappointing—that the trophies are not coveted more—and
surprisng that so few have any confidence in their ability. In
the longer distance races the entries were quite fair, and here,
of course, apart from the usval placings there are the Club
standards to strive for; but even so, results of sprint races are
always uncertain and there is always a chance of the unlikely
happening.

I am fully aware that some of our sprinters were “crocked”
towards the end of the season, but there were plenty of others
who would have made a good show. About ten years ago, when
the Club was a quarter its present strength, the entries for the
short distance championships were larger than they are now.
However, it seemed altogether a bad year for entries, as even
the handicap races were not supported as well as they used to
be. I have been told that other clubs have fared much worse
than we have in this respect, so we have something to be thank-
ful for. It is to be hoped that next track season will see a re-
vived burst of enthusiasm that will bring the name of the Bel-
grave into the limelight, in the same manner that the cross-
country runners have done.

The Club Walkers have again lived up to their reputation,
winning the 50 kilos. National Championship, also the London
to Brighton Walk Team Race, in addition to being a close second
in the 20 miles National Championship.

We trust that the new season for the walkers will again be
just as successful and we are looking forward to their usual
success in our Club Open Walk on November 24th.

The successes of the Season 1933-34 reflect great credit upon
the members and club officials, and here I might take the oppor—
tunity of thanking, on behalf of the members our Hon. Secre-
tary, whose work is heavy and varied, but who never lets it
worry or flurry him. The Hon. Secretaries of the various sec-
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.tiens, the Hon. Treasurer, Mr. Fell, our starter, Mr. Redgrave
and Mr. Fish, our track marker, all deserve our hearty thanks
and are to be congratulated cn their achievements for the Club.
All these men have performed exceedingly good work for the
Belgrave and I feel sure that the members appreciate it.

~ We are - sorry that pressure of cutside duties makes it im-
possible for Mr. W. H. Hare to continue with the duties of Hon.
Treasurer. As you are doubtless aware, there are few members
who have held the positions in the past that Mr. Hare has, and
on cach occasion that particular office has been improved by his
efforts. We are grateiul to Mr. W. G. Webb for stepping into
‘thé breach and we arz confident that the duties will be as
adequately fulfilled.

.. We are glad to have Mr. E. A. Duffett back again as an
Ass'stant Hon. Secretary.

At the Annual Ceneral Meeting the members showed their
appreciation of the sportsmanship of A. Penny and of his ster-
ling efforts on behalf of the Club, by making him a Life Mem-
ber. We all know that he is not satisfied and will not be content
until he attains premier honours in the National and International
Cross-country Championships.

In reviewing the possibilities of our chances in the forthcoming
races during 1934-35, T can see no reason to suppose that we shall
not triumph again, as we did last year, with even the great
possibility of adding the National Championship to our laurels.

Our teams are getting into the winning habit, of which we
hope they will not rid themselves for a long time. Steady train-
ing on the lines of last year, under the supervision of our Inter-
natlonals, will bring its own. reward.

Agam T would like to stress the point that members who are
not in the running for our teams would be welcomed at St.
John’s Hall, if they care to enjoy a “jog-trot” over the country.
Here will be found a happy gathering and a sporting spirit which
is not always to be fcund in other branches of sport.

In conclusion, all supporters for the forthcoming races will
be welcomed, 2s a little cheering and encouragement helps the

runners and walkers considerably in their efforts.
J. R. McKAY.

THE ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING.

The Annual General Meeting was held at “The Rising Sun”
on September 25th and was moderately well attended. Adfter
reading the notice convening the Meeting, the Hon. Secretary
proceeded to make his report and mentioned the Club’s many suc-
cesses in the past year. His report was adopted, as was that
of the Hon. Treasurer, whose accounts showed an excess- of

5



expenditure over income, which was considered satisfactory in
.view of spec’al circumstances.

A proposal that A. Penny should be made a Life Member for
his meritorious services for the Club was unanimously carried.

The Election of Officers wag, as usual, a protracted business,
although there were few changes in the Executive. W. G
Webb is cur new Hon. Treasurer in succession to W. H. Hare,
whese business interests demand so much of his time at present.
Our President, General Hon. Secretary, and Walking Hon.
Secretary carry cn for another year, whilst E. A. Duffett be-
comes Assistant Hon. Secretary in addition to being Running
Hon. Handicapper. Frank Elson vacated the position of Road
Walking Captain and becomes Walking Hon. Handicapper, Don
Brown taking the Captaincy. Other positions remain much the
same as before.

There were many nominations to serve on Committee and it
was very pleasing to see so many capable nominees willing to
serve if called upon. The vot'ng resulted in nearly all last year’s
Committee men being returned, newcomers being T. Cotton and
T. H. Scrimshaw, who was a member two years ago.

A very hearty vote of thanks was accorded to Mr. W. J. Fish
for his past services to the Club and for his very efficient work
on the U'rack, in preparing it for our meetings. '

Several matters were raised under “Other Business,” and will
have the attention of the Committee in due course.

A vote of thanks to the Chair concluded the meeting.

## * * * *
SUB-COMMITTEES.

At their first meeting the new Committee appointed Sub-Com-
mittees as follows :—

Fixture and Selection : Captains, Vice-Captains, Hon. Section

Secretaries, and the Club Officers ex-officio.

Finance : Messrs. F. G. Thomson, H. L. Rollins, A. A. Harley,

‘W. H. Hare and the Club Officers ex-officio.

Social : Messrs. W. J. Fish, R. J. Savage, T. Cotton, A. A.

Harley, H. L. Rollins, H. W. Shields, C. T. Carter, the Social

Hon. Secretary and Club Officers ex-officio.

MATCH v. METROPOLITAN POLICE AA,
BLACKHEATH H. and GRENADIER GUARDS.

This four-sided match took place at Imber Court on. August
18th and proved very enjoyable. We were not very strongly re-
presented, for on the same afternoon we had a team competing
at the White City in the S.A.AL. Relay, and holidays also
made team selection difficult. However, a willing band of run-,
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ners and field events men turned out for the Club, and entered
into the spirit of this sporting contest.

The fourth place was usually ours in the running events.
Mewes was fourth in the 100 yards, Page be'ng the winner.
In the 4 x 220 yards we were fourth (Mewes, Bennett, Stower,
Christie), a positicn we also filled in the 4 x 440 yards event
(Jones, Stower, Clubb, Pack).

We gained points in the Mile through the efforts of Rice,
second, and Shields, fourth. F. R. Webb, who has probably
turned out for the Club in inter-club racing on more occasions
than anyone else in the Club, was fourth in the 880 yards, and
in the Hurdles relay we were unrepresented.

Thus our runners scored 8 pts. for the Club of our total of
26, our Field Events men gaining the remaining 18.

In the Javelin, Powell (164ft. 1in.) and Melchior (148ft Oin.)
took first and third positions. Pfenninger won the Weight Putt
for us with a magnificent effort of 39ft. 6in., and also took second
place in the Discus Throw (116ft. 54in.) and fourth in the
High Jump (5ft. 6in.). A very fine afternoon’s work !

- Pfenninger has now returned to his native Switzerland, and
" we trust he enjoyed his stay and association with the Belgrave.
" He has won the Field Events Championship Club medal, which
should serve as a counstant reminder of his London visit and, we
hope, of some happy times with the Club. In a letter to our
Field Events Captain, Bill Sutton, Pfenninger records his appre-
ciation of the Club and his regrets at having to leave the sport-
ing and ccnvivial atmosphere behind. We trust he will keep
in touch with us.

After this digression, it only remains to be said that Holder
was third in the Long Jump with a leap of 20ft. 114in.; that
most of the competxtozb enjoyed a dip in the swimming pool
and tea in the Pavilion; and returned home thinking of the time
when Belgrave should have such a place for their very own.

CLUB CHAMPIONSHIP MEETING ON
AUGUST 11th, 1934.
The following gained Club Standard Medals :—
880 Yards—T. C. Jones; A. C. Ball
440 Yards—T. D. Wiley; A. A. Clubb.
I Mile—A. W. Penny; C. T, Carter; F. G. Ford; A. E. Taylon

2 Miles Walk—(1Ist Class) C. E. Churcher. (2nd Class) L.
Storey; J. G. Coleman; E. C. Heather; J. E. Rutland.  °
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FINAL CLUB TRACK MEETING ON
1st SEPTEMBER, 1934.

A very enjoyable Inter-Club meeting was held at Battersea
Park, with our friends the Polytechnic Harriers and Herne Hill
Harriers providing the oppositicn. Unfortunately, Herne Hill
could not be represented in every event, and it gradually boiled
down to a match between the Poly. and ourselves. All the events
were well contested and the result was in doubt, with two evenis
to go. The Poly, however, had first two in the 220 yards, with
Badelow and Carmen and then, with their help, they managed
to win the 1 Mile Relay. Frank Webb ran very well for us in
this, and Henderson, of the Poly, only beat him by a yard or so,
over the half-mile stage.

A. R. Shaw won the 1 Mile match very easily, while Brodie
ran second to Carmen in a fast hundred. ¥F. Wiltcn Dawe ran
a clever race to beat R. G. Michael in the 440 yards, although it
must be said that Mike had previously done a gruelling baif n
the S.A.A.L 4 x 880 yards.

By winning this Southern Amateur League event we came
out cn top in the final placings, a resuit which is very gratifying
when one ccnsiders the strength of the competing clubs. Bill
Rice went off first for us and, although having a hard race, he’
managed to hand over a clcse second behind the Polytechnic EH.
Corley, of the Poly, went off at a rare pace, but Michael ran
with splendid judgment and gradually closed the gap! At the
dressing room he shot past his man and handed over to Alf
Kench well ahead. Kench did all that was required of him; he
kept our lead, although by this time Blackheath had passed the
Poly, and Pcole went off close behind Fred White. He very
wisely let Poole take the lead and then when they reached the
straight; well, I think he surprised everyone by the wonderful
burst of speed he produced. He certainly startled Peole, who,
although he made a last supreme effort, was well beaten by that
wonderful finish of our promising young half-mile champion.
Our best thanks are due to all those who competed in the various
teams which represented the Club in the different events that
comprise this competition, and we hope that next year they will
keep on with the good work, and so kecp us where we pus;ht to
be—at the top. ‘

At this meeting the Club promoted an Open 3 Miles Team race
and although ‘it met with rather poor support from other clubs,
we were very pleased to welcome old friends in Cambridge
Harriers, Highgate Harriers, Wycombe Pheenix H. and Queen’s
Park H. Polytechnic H. entered a team, but owing to last
minute withdrawals were unable to compete.

8



The team race was most excnmg, it was chiefly a battle be-
tween Queen’s Park and ourselves, and in' the end we made the
testllt a draw. For this we have chiefly to thank Harry Shields,
who, although running much below form, managed to pick up a
p?aCe in the last lap and so secure division of the spoils. The
two clubs tied for first place with 14 points each and Highgate
camte;next with 21 points. Arthur Allum ran finely to secure
individual honours, although Sowden of Highgate made him go
all 1he way..;:

.-dn. the 2 miles C}ub Walk. Handicap, L. Storey maintained his
rebent good form and won easzly, Heather was second and
(,haﬂ lie Speechley third.

““The'1 Mile Club Handmap was won by a comparative new-
comer in E. H. M. Williams, who made good use of his 100
vérds start and won in fast time. Charlie Jones added to his
long I'st of club “pots.” - 1 should imagine that Charlie has now
secured a pot at practuaiiv all distances, which of proves his
versatility, by securing’ second. place, with Alec Ball third.

E. H. Pack won the Club 220 yards Handicap off 8 vards and
thus showed he is definitély a . force to be reckoned with when it
comes to sprinting. With h's .long legs and huge stride, any-
thing may be pssible, and next iseason should see him competing
with the best. L. G. Bennett, who was second, has had a very
successful season and should also” do better still next year, when
he,will have matured a little more. H. Morgan once again
showed up in the placxngs by being third and we would like to
see this sprinter still more active next year, as we can do with

all cur available sprinters, espeually as regards the Inter-Club
Relays

= The Veterans A.C. had a cotzple of events at this meeting, and.
Eiiwvas very interested in the second of them, which was a
4 %3110 yards Relay race. It worked out very well and I per-
semally should like to see something on a similar scale being held
between teams of our own club members.

dr 3 o I T
h THE BRIGHTON WALK.

BeKng some accownt of Belgrave’s third successive win in this
event, this securing the “E. Knott M emorial Shield” for the
fourm time in Six years of competztwu' of Fred Bentley's
splendid walking, fine support by R. Martin, and sohd teawn-
work by P. Khlopin and L. G. Allen; of our appreciation of the
work of those attending to our men; and of the “fly in the
oiniment’—ihe wvery small number of supporters who took the
trouble to cvail themselves of the Club *bus and the oj)pormmty
to encourage our waikers. i



September Sth—the second Saturday in.September—DBrighton
Walk day. Off to Gt. Smith Street Baths, Westminster, by
starlight, and arriving there one penetrdtes the eerie atmosphere
and finds the early arrivals massaging their limbs, greasing their
feet, and generally preparing for one of the hardest feats of
combned speed and endurance known to man.

On - the stroke of seven o’clock from Big Ben the walkers
started cn their journey; and half-an-hour later the \pﬁClan
comm ss’oned Club ’bus followed. And whilst on the subject of
the ’bus it might be as well to come right away to the displeasing
feature of an otherwise very pleasant day. I refer, of course,
to the very small number of supporters who considered it worth
while to support their clubmates. Actually, only seventeen: came
aleng, includ'ng, of course, our two “official” supporters,.
“Starter” Fell and Charlie Cock. It is understandable that many
who would have liked to come along were unable to do so by
rezson of bus'ness pressure, etc., but one was left with the feel-
ing that the third of a series of victories is just something ex-
pected 2s a matter of course; whereas the first success after a
number of barren years calls forth all the encouragement and
enthusiasm which we know to exist within the Club. However,
let’s hope next year's crowd gives me “the lie i’ the throat,” and
leave it at that.

Our team this year contained only three of the eight who d1d
duty for us last year, the absentees being such Well—known
walkers 2s Tommy Green, Fred Rickards, Jack Bidgood, Bert
Field and Bill Holman. It can be taken for granted that all
these men would have been glad to be on the road; but a variety
of reasons prevented this; and so it came about that our oppo-
nents thought they had more chance than usual of wresting the
honours from us. Fortunately, we have many who welcome
the opportunity to give of their best when it is most needed, and
who' have: the ability. to-take the place of their better-knowsn:
Club-mates when circumstances demand it. So, all hcnour, to
Khlepin and Allen, who backed up the efforts of Bentley and
Martin so well and enabled us to become easy winners of the
team race. _

My text in the last issue of the “Belgravian” was “Watch
BENTLEY in the Brighton.” He walked remarkably  well
throughout, and despite a “bad time” in the middle stages, re-
covered to finish in fine style in third position in very fast’
time—time which would have won the race times out of -
ber—and is the best ever accomplished by a Police walker. '

We will reiterate a remark made before of Bentley; that he
may well be the first man to break eight hours for the, joyrney,
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arid that he will also soon be among the “placings” in 20 miles
and 50 k'lcs Championships seems only a matter of time. '
ROBERT MARTIN again proved his great worth, and his
performances- are rexnaikabie when one recollects that he has
only been in the sport about 18 months. On this occasion, ally
attended by an old Belgrave walker, D. Macdonald, he walked
eas’ly throughout, never troubled, to record excellent time. ke
is another wi.th a very fine future.
- PAUL KHLOPIN again showed determinaticn, as he did a
few ‘years ago in our cross-country teams, and now regularly
displays in the'arduous race to Brighton. For the second time,
he scored as a member of our winning team, and although Paul
is niow practically a one-race-a-year man, he certainly makes the
most of his limited opportunities.

" L. G. ALLEN, who completed our scoring four, did not start
rac'ng until the age of forty-four, but looks as if he will go on
for'many years as a sound, reliable team man. Kis was a steady
race; no outward signs of perturbation; just the determination
to get there.and- help -emphasise the -dominance his Club has
exercised in this race during past years.” For h's fine effort, in
additicn to his team medal, which he has every right to treasure,
ke gained “The Harry Preston Cup” for the first unplaced veteran
over 45 to finish. .

Con. WAT TAM made his customary annual trip from
Lincplnshire and finished the ccutse in just over 10 hours; and
another of curs to finish with credit was the veteran G H.

LAURIE, who makes this event his only race of the year.

JACK RATHBONE, who has performed with credit in our
teams in the past, retired at the three-quarter distance, but he is
determined that next year he will get right there—and in good
time, too! .

The 'race, as ever, held many thrills and excitements for the
personally interested. An approximate check-up of points some-
where about the haliway mark showed us to lead by one point
from the promoting Club, the Surrey Walking Club. There-
after, however, our men picked up, whereas our traditional oppo-
nents fell away until the Essex Beagles returned a better score
at theé finish. And so came the end, fifty or sixty yards further
on; incidentally, these days, finishing opposite the Sun Terrace,
on the Front, instead of at the Aquarium, as formerly.

‘Belgrave easy winners! A really great double, to think of our
Club as the winners of the two most important sporting events
held on the London—Brighton road : The Relay and The Walk!

As ‘vsual, the Club Long Distance Championship was held in
conjunction with this race and Bentley becomes holder of the’
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“Belgrave” Cup, with Martin and Khlopin filling the minor
placings.

“Once again we have to call attention to that gallant band of
fellows—the attendants—who do so much for us.  Theirs’ is
hardly a task to be envied and yet they enter into their job with
enthus! asl, and are to be numbered among the heroes of the
day. To bte without efficient attendants would be a calamity
indeed, and would undoubtedly be reflected in the team result.
We tender a very sincere omnibus Vote of Thanks to all who
assisted in the good work and helped to bring about the Club’s
third successive win.

Eight or nine attendants, with their cycles, and several of the
competitors travelled back on the Club ’bus, which did not pre-
sent quite such an empty appearance as on the seaward journey.
Let’s see that those who perform in a first-class way on the Club’
behalf get firsi-class support next year !

RESULT. b, m. s
1. H. H. Whitlock {Met. W.C.) 8 17 23
4. © 8. BE. Horton (S.W.C.) .. g 24716
3. TF. E. Bentley (Belgrave H) 8 28 34
6. R. Martin ( i ) . 8 48 35
15. P. Khlopin ( 5 ) = 9 35 .6
21. L. G. Allen { 5 ) 9 43 17
32. C. A. Wattam ( 5 h) 0 o =
40. G. H. Laurie ( 55 ) se o vs 10 26 .5

TEAM RESULT. .

1. Belgrave Harriers (2, 4, 10, 13 29 .pts.
2. Essex Beagles (3, 5, 11, 21) 40 pta.
3. Surrey Walking Club (1, 9, 16, 20) 46 pts

THE FIVE MILES WALK.
. The first Club event of the season attracted a good entry, which
would have been even better had not our Metropolitan Police
members been engaged at Brighton.

The walkers went off according to their time allowances, the
post of honour being jointly held by Len Fletcher and Don
Brown. Fred Chandler was the first away and showed the way
round the one mile lap of the Common at the top of Lauriston
Road, which had to be encircled twice, and thence followed by
one lap round our “Open” course.

Harry Churcher, with one minute allowance, was fast away
and showing remarkably speedy walking so early in the season,
gained a comfortable win. Charlie Speechley was also speedy;
but not quite fast enough to catch Veteran Jack Rathbone, who
made good use of his five minutes allowance to finish second.
The two scratch men and C. E. Churcher showed up well and-
will be doing even better in a few weeks’ time, and we must take
advantage of this opportunity to welcome two newcomers who
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made their debut in this race, W. J. Crowe and D. Earle. Both
men shape well and shomd devdop into nrst-claqs walkers Full
re&alt is appenued

RESULT. e

P(_).sn. -+ Name " H'cap Time Allce. ~  Act. Time
1. H. G. Churcher 38 43 1 0 39 43
2. J. Rathbone ... 33 2 5 0 44 2
‘8: C. H. Speechley 39 8 1 50 40 58
4. A A Harley ... 40 7 1 55 42 2
‘6. C. BE. Churcher 40 22 0 45 o AL T
6. L. Storey 40 23 2 40 43 3
7 3. . Rutland . 40 40 3 20 44 0
8. J. Cade 40 46 3 0 43 46
‘9. D. E. Brown ... 41 1 Scr. 41 1
10. A. L. Fletcher 41 11 Ser. ¢ e 41 11
11. E. C. Heather 41 19 3 15 44 34
12. W. G. Dodkin ... 41 21 4 15 5 45 36
13. ‘R. F. Elson ... 42 27 . 2 15 44 42
14. J. G. Coleman 42 486 3 10 45 56
15. L. J. Wells 43 20 2 15 45 35
16. F. W. Chandler 43 23 6 50 - 50 13
17. W. J. Crowe ... 44 49 o 4 0 48 49
18. D. Earle 44 49 4 0 ¥ 48 49
19. J. B. Field 46 4% 3 10 49 52

CLUB 3 MILES ROAD RUN AND HANDICAP.
" 'We had a field of 36 for our opening rcad run of the season
and there was an air of expectancy about everything.
- Rumours were flying around that a fellow named “Ring” was
after somebody’s blood, and then some !

Within a few mumtes we were lined up and off on our own
individual “tear-ups.’

-1 perscnally, had a good view of the field as they streamed
away in the distance. Bert, by way of a change, waited for me,
and we ran the last 1} miles together.

“Well, as everybody knows, S. Ring put up the best perform-
ance of the day, if not in running time. If everybody trained as
consistently as Syd, what a team we would have!  Still, it’s not
everyone who is born with the same temperament as he has!

The handicap went to one who has been trying hard for some
time, cne of our younger friends, A. J. Hewitt. Bert Cook
recorded his fastest time for some while to take second place;
and third prize was claimed by A. Smith, another persevering

Taunner. O.M.P.
Pos. - Name H'e'p Time Start Act. Time
oA JoHewett .. 13 41 3 45 17 26
2. H. S. H. Cook 13 48 110 14 58
3. A. Smith . s 13 53 2 30 i6 23
4. .G. R. Chantler 13 56 1 45 -+ 15 41
5. J. C. Smith 13 56 2 15 16 11
&, A. 8. Lindsay ... 13 57 1 45 15 47



Pes, . Name Hc’cp Time Start Act.Time:
7. C. H. E. Penny 4 13 59 3 0 15 589
8. T. G. White 2 14 0 3 15 17 15,
9. C. E. Brockwell . 14 3 1 45 vioie 15 48
10. ‘T. Cotton 14 5 1 .45 15.50
11. H. J. Fletcher... 14 7 1 40 15 47
12; G M." Murra.v 14 8 2 380 16 38
13. R. G. Hillier ... 14 9 2430 50 s, 16 39
1 A, R Shaw " e 14 9 1 0 i5 9
15. *W. A. Rice 14 10 0 50 16 0
16. - E. Pointer = ... 14 1% 2 15 16 27
17. & 'T. Ring * .. 14 15 0 30 14 45
18. E. G. Saundérs . 14 16 1 30 15 46
19, F. A. Walker ... 14 18 115 15 33
20. € T. Carter . 14 19 0 35 14 54
21. E. W. Shields ... 14 20 0 45 15 5
22. A. B. Taylor ... 14 23 1 0 15 23
23. ‘F. G. -Ford ... 14 25 1 40 16 6
24, ‘E. H. M, Williams .. 14 28 116 15 43
25, G. Tyrer AR ot 14 33 6 45 Z1 18
26: A. Allum 14 3 0 .20 14 54
27. ‘B, G. Michaél . 14 38 2 15 16 53
28. A. W.-Penny’ K Ll 14 41 Ser. 14 41
29. H. E. Footer ... %l 14 41 e 025 i5 6
30r “A. €. Ball = ... 4 47 1 30 16 17
31. A. Beavan 14 51 2 30 17 21
325 SA RN Fordai 14 58 1 15 16 11
33. D. R. Smith ... 14 57 2 45 17 42
34. W. Hazael-Harrison ... 16 8 2 30 17 33
35. G. Hewett 15 31 2 45 18 16
36. ,W. G. Webb. ... 15 32 9 .45 16 47

NOVICE RACES.

-Jt is an obvious truism that the men who carry our coloura so

worth ly at the present time cannot continue to do so for ever..
Our’ champions and those who form our Club representative

teams in the various important races, both running and walking,

at the present time do so by virtue of the perseverance they:

have exercised, and the experience they have gained in past

years,; together with the physical maturity Whlch has come toz

them. ~We have many promlsmg members among our “younger”

school, and indeed it is essential that we should have if the:

Belgraye name is'to continue in high esteem in years to come: .
For this reason we are always CIad to see new faces—men who .

will e champions and team men of the future—and for this.

reason .we promote our novice events and invite those taking -

their, first plunge into athletics to come along and do so.under
Belgravian auspices. : :

This year’s races .introduced us to some promising talent and
several of those -competing should have dlSthUIShed athletlc
careers in future years.
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WALK . m. s

L. 'C. Brian (unatt.) ... . vew  bnm e . HAk D
2. 'W. B. Garnham (unatt) e 29 24
3. F. E. Aris (Belgrave H.).. Xz 30 40
4. W. R. Adey (unatt.) 31 14

! RUN. m. s.
i. &G. 8. Doubleday unatt.). ... 16 48
2. E. Pointer (Bel. H.) 16: 54
8. . R. G. Hillier (Bel. H.) 17 16
4. . J. Hitchcock (unatt.) ... 17 26
5. A. Quackenos (unatt.) 1728
8.

A. Merryman (Bel. H.) ... 17 56

MATCH v. EALING HARRIERS
AT WIMBLEDON.

On October 13th we were visited by our old friends and rivals,
the Ealing Harriers. This is always a popular fixture, as the
Ealing boys are a very sociable crowd. This race was over our
wsual 5 mules, including the Brook; 29 runners took part, our
visitors only having the odd nine.

We decided to score 6 aside and managed to win fairly com-
fortably. “Bill” Mitchell, the individual winner, led practically
from the start, and he seems to be getting back to his old form.
D. Patience ran very well to finish 2nd, after only two previous
tuns over the country this secscn. It is very plcasing to mote
the forward running of our South of the Thames Junior runners.
Tt gives us us room for anticipating something good from them
on November 10th. Thomas and Edwards, of Ealing, our
opponents’ first two men home, finished 4th and 6th in the race.
They made up ground over the last mile. Chantler, Martin and
Lindsey are three of our members who seem to be in good form

early on.
The complete result is appended, giving the times of all
members. : T.J.F.
bl ... RESULT. ;
T m s. n s
1. W. W. S. Mitchell...B .30 32 ...16. E. H. M, Williams B' 32 26
2. Dz Patience veovssmvs B .30 38 17. R.. . PeXKIDS ...sieaslid E 32 34
3. H: J. Fletcher ...... B 30 42 18. W.. Kirkbride' ....... . 32 36
4. M: BE. Thomas ...... E 30 45 19. F. G. White . B 32 40
5. Gt R. Chantleri..l.. B .30 45 ~ 20. A. Patience~ .B 32 56
8.: 1. F. Edwards ...... 5 .30 55 21. G. Waters .. E 32 57
7. E. .G. Saunders ...B 30 59 22. BE..RPointer..... ol 088 18
BT IBOX . ioveuogovims E 31 15 28. J. €. Smith ... wB .93 25
EITEIMartin . .im i B 31 17 24, B. B. Webhb ... B 35 30
10, ALIS. Lindsey..c...... B 31 3% 25. G. Moriarty .........J8.0 3% 19
11.2C: :E. Brockwell ...B 31 35 ' 26. R..G. Michael B.135 .6
g ] 31 35 27. G. Doubleday B

o
| ¥ A
o

31 52 0. 28. L. Anciaume .
2016 & RY J. & Wills. s B 22
32 23 o 30. T. .I. Tlowe B 36 0

fa—y
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TEAM PLACINGS (Varsity scormg)
Belgrave Harriers—1, 2, 3, 5, 7, 9 ... 27 pts
Ealing Harmelsf—f} B, 8, 10, 11, 18 . ssa)  ftianh 81 pts.

5 MILES CLUB CROSS-COUNTRY HANDICAP.

Om Saturday, October 20th, we ventured on a new type of
Handlcap for cross-country dlld it proved very popular. Our
old friend, G. Still started off with a bhandicap of 7 min. 30 sec.
He.seemed to make good use.of his start and was nearly out of
sight when the thll‘d man started. Syd - Ring and Bert Cook
were on the virtual scratch mark of one minute and to Ring falls
the honour of doing the fastest time, viz., 29 min. 41 sec. This,
i might say, is very good running and if he keeps up this form
he should stand a very good chance of winning in the South
of Thames “Junior” race. A Jannaway,. the “winner of the
handicap, was off the 7 minutes mark and deservedly won. He
has competed in a goed many club races and I'think this is his
first win. C. Penny ran a very good race to finish Znd, and the
same applies to F. Walker (3rd) who recorded fourth fastest
time. -E. H. Williams ran very much better than the preceding
week and will undoubtedly prove an asset to our teams '-this-
season.

It was very pleasing to note that Tom Scrimshaw tock advan—
tage of the nice weather for a trot over the country and finished
very strongly in the first half of the field. A. Lindsey seems to-
be keeping up his improved form this season. F..G. White is!
another member who seems to be forcing his way to the front.:

Qur international trio decided on a steady jaunt over the:
country instead of competing in the handicap—undoubtedly ‘a’
wise decision in view of the fact that they do not want any!
serious racing until after Christmas. -

- The result of the Handicap is appended. -. . s LR,
Pos, Name Hcp. Time Start Act.Time "
1. CA. 'W. Jannaway 27 34 7 0 34 34
% 1C..H. B, Penny 2% 4b 2 & 3 b 31 0
3. F. A, Walkeér .... 28 . 24 eus A1 240 W
& B Peointer. .. v 28 6 foes ¢ & Q. A 32 b
5.° G: R. Chantler... 8 b Lk GLy 2 45 o .81 @
8.* & M. Murray ... 28 17 4 15 A 1 82°32
7. H. W. Shields g8 2%<h 5BRe Al3.4b 30 7
8. E. H. M. Williams 28 34 eI B 3149
9. SST0Ring . .o 28 41 oo Al Weeloougs Go9i4R
100 €5 Bl Bzockwell 28 47 L R 31 -47
115 BROGE White ied . 28 48 T . 7.4 .45 :83 .33
12. 'T. H. Scrimshaw 28 51 4 15 33" 6
13. A. 8. Lindsay: ... 28 52 7.8 10 3162
14. H. 8. H. Cook 28 52 1.0 £9°52
15. K. N. Wood 28 53 4 30 e ~ 3323
16, H. J. Fletcher ... 29 2 0 2 45 . 81747
17: W. W. S. Mitchell 29 16 1 30 Do, 30 46



Pos. Name ! Hep. Time Start Act.Time

18. W. A. Rice 29 22 1 45 . 81 -9
19. D. Sargent 29 29 4 45 34 14
20. A. Beavan 29 38 5 0 34 38
.21, 'W. G. Webb ... 29 45 2 45 32 30
2% F. R. Webbh .. 29 50 2 30 32 20
23. G. Still 30 9 7 30 37 39
24, G. 8. Doubleday 30 21 3 45 34 6
25. W. F, Merryman 30 24 4 30 34 54
26. J. E. Flower ... 30 47 1 15 3% 2
os VA O, Ball 30 49 3 45 34 34
28. B J. Flower = .. 31 42 3 43 35 28
e Lo A BOx 32 30 4 30 37 o

THE ASST. HON. SECRETARY PRESENTS—

Firstly, will all those who have Club fixture books kindly make
the following alteration, in regard to my address. No, I haven’t
moved again, but owing to a printer’s error the number of my
house (it really belongs to the Council, but we’ll let that pass)
has been given in the Handbook as 13. 1f they only knew how
I hated that number; I have dim recollections of a Surrey County
C.C. Championship when wearing that numeral, so has Captain
Footer, I expect; but the point I want to make clear is that the
number of my shack is No. 10. In other words, will you please
alter the 13 into 10, for which many thanks.

The first fixture which I wish to write of is the South of
Thames “Junior” 1ace, to be held on November 10th. As most
pcople know——but in case you don’t, I will explain—the word

“Junior” s rather musleading. It does not refer to any age
limit, but solely to performances already accomplished. If you
have been in the scoring team of the Southern, South of Thames
“Senior,” or a County Senior Chompionship and so forth, you
are barred from competing; thus most of those who do compete
<an be reckoned as Juniors when it comes to running ability.

This year’s race is being held from Henley’s Sports Pavilion,
at Gravesend. This race used to be in District form, i.e., one in
Surrey, one in Kent, and in the past, Sussex and Berks. and
Bucks. . Owing to more or less financial reasons, they have now
condensed these races into one, and so we must look forward
to travelling further afield than has been necessary in the past.
Whether this will have any effect on the number of teams the
Club can enter remains to be seen. Our “A” team this year ought
to be well in the running. Sid Ring, who was sixth last year,
is still eligible and should go near winning the individual race,
and if the other men give hlm good support, then we shall want
some beating.

‘On the same day we have arranged an 8 aside race with the
Tyrian Club, at Motspur Park. This should give our members
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who are barred from competing in the “Junior” the chance of a
run and I hope they will avail themselves of the opportunity. .

On November 17th we have old friends in the 2nd Batt. Scots
Guards visiting us at Wimbledon and this will give us a chance
to trying out any new members who would like to race.

The 24th November is taboo to runners who wish to go to
Wimbledon. Cur hall will be quite full enough with all those
competing in the Club Open Walk, and so we have arranged a
fixture with the Ealing Harriers at Hanwell—not the Asylum,
but just off the Broadway. I think their country is what is
known as rather sporty; I have head it called other names, but
this is no “Razzle,” and so I invite members to go along and
form their own conclusions.

December 1st is the great day for our very voung membels,
that is, for those from 15 to 18, and who possess a Surrey
qualiﬁcation. On this day a 3 Miles race will be held at Couls-
don Common, and I should advise all those wishing to compete
to. turn up at Wimbledon, any Saturday, and get in touch W1th
our jumoz Captain, Dick Savage.

This is also a red letter day for runners and walkers, for
both our sections are due at Imber Court to compete against the

might of the Metropolitan Police A.C. If you have ever felt
scared of a policeman, now is your chance to get rid of that
inferiority complex. Go over to Imber Court and run him off -
his feet, and then maybe you will feel a lot easier in your mind;
although I would not recommend any member taking up a life of
crime on account of this. As there is a Social evening after-
wards, I can assure members that they will enjoy their outing
very much, and I trust we shall have a good muster present. -

On December 15th we have our first Club Cress-Country
Championship of the season, the 7-Miles race for the Blackstaffe
Shield (Holder, A. W. Penny). There will be a Sealed Handi-
capin conjunction with this race and all members will be handi-
capped, as usual. I alsc believe there is going to be a little
diversion in the form of a team race, quite a snappy affairs, which
I am sure all members competing will enjoy. :

On the 22nd December we have the pleasure of entertaining
the Highgate Harriers. I recall memories of our visits to Edg-
ware and although it comes at a rather awkward part of the
season, I trust our members will turn out and give our opponents
an enjoyable run. o

‘Don’t forget Boxing Day morning; we have our usual meeting
at Battersea Park at 11 a.m. At least, we hope to start at that
time; I suppose it all depends whether the Referee and competi-
tors have sobered down from the night before; but in the past we
have bad big fields and so I trust this year will be no exception.
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+ There are three Club Handicaps, 120 Yards, 2 Miles Run and
3 Miles Walk. Entries should be sent to the Gen. Hon. Sec. in
good time; a least a week before; or if any members wish to send
them to me I shall be pleased to accept them.

On December 29th we have, at Wimbledon, the Club 5 Miles
Junior (under 21) C.C. Championsh’p.  The winner last year
was Harry Sh.ields; he is now over age and so a new champion
will have to be found. An added attraction is the fact that Dick
Savage has very kmdly presented to the Club a Shield to be given
annually to the winner of this race. It is, of course, a perpetual
trophy, but to have you name engraved on it should be every
young members’ ambition and I hope that all those who are
eligible, under 21 years of age on day of race, will compeie for
the right to hold the Shield for the next 12 months.

All entries and enquiries to the Gen. Hon. Sec,,
W. L. Bavriss, 71, Ravensbury Road, S.W.18.

WITH THE WALKERS.

Our Captains and Vice-Captains for the ensuing season are :—-
Road.—Capt., D. E Brown; Vice-Capt., E. Saunders.
Track.—Capt., A. A. Harley; Vice-Capt., D. E. Brown.

A. A. Harley retains the Hen. Secretaryship, and we have a
new Hon. Handicapper in Frank Elson, who, most unfortunately,
is not lkely to race again himself for some time.

Given the support they deserve the above should see the Club
gain many wins during their term of office; and at the end of
the year find our Club held in higher esteem than ever.

* * ok * *

Prospects are again very bright. If Don Brown can carry
on to the road the same form he has shown on the track (and we
have no doubt he will!) and can inspire those who follow to
mprove in the same way that he has done himself, prospects
will be very bright indeed! Most of those who have served
us $¢ well in the past will again be available. Tommy Green
and Joe King will be out whenever possible, Len Fletcher has
been out training, Harry Churcher is now engaged in a busi-
ness which gives him more time for training and racing than
previously, Bill Treacher will soon be helping our teams on-—in
fact, all present and correct!

Qur Police contingent will again render the valuable service
they have given before; and our “Juniors” (Speechley, Storey,
C. E. Churcher, Reg. Elson, Thorn, Salter, Heather, Snell, Cole-
man and the others) should be knocking on the door next March.
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We have, in additicn to those we have come to know so well,
several comparative newcomers who should blossom cut into
first-class walkers with application to training. Among these
are Farle, Aris, Adey, Seddon, Armstrong, Jarvis, Crowe, Burns
and Brian, the winner of our recent Novice Walk. We wish
our new friends a very long asscciation with the Club, and much
success in the future!

3 * * Ck *

Apart from the Club handicap, the result of which appears
elsewhere, our first racing fixture was the Eastleigh Town S.C.
Open 7 miles race on October 13th. Only three walkers were
able to make the journey to Eastleigh, and these with our “local
representatives” gained a team win over our old opponents, the
Surrey Walking Club.

In a field which relied for its strength with two or three ex-
ceptions, on the Belgrave and Surrey teams, competition for
scratch team honours was very keen and we were very pleased
at drawing “first blood” this seasen. Our win was mainly due
to Green, who despite shortness of training, secemed as fast as
ever, and Joe King, who held securely to third place.

An unusual occurence was the triple dead-heat in the indi-
vidual handicap, and the teams claiming these men took the
three sets of prizes in the team handicap, to our exclusion.

: RESULT.
1. T. W. Green. 8. H. G. Churcher.
2. V. W. Stone (Poly. H.). 9. A. A. Harley.
3. J. P. King. ~19. J. G. Coleman.
SCRATCH TEAM RACE. . -
1. Belgrave H. (1, 3, 8, 9) 21 pts.
2. Surrey W.C. (4, 6, 7, 10) 27 pts.

#* *k * b

The next Saturday came a match fixture v. Polytechnic Har-
riers over a course somewhat short of six miles. Our Captain
was a reluctant absentee, and V. Stone, the Poly. Champion,
was another unable to turn out. However, we mustered 19 and
our visitors 16, and it was agreed to score twelve aside. Fromr
the start a Belgrave win was indicated and eventually we had
the first four men to finish, and our scoring twelve in the first
eighteen places as shown below. Full praise must be accorded
to C. L. Brian upon a really splendid effort in his first race for
the Club. Of splendid physique, only seventeen years of age,
he bids fair to develop into a really fine walker, and with extra
years, a decided addition to our team strength.
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RESULT.

m. s. m., &
1, H. G. Churcher......... 45 19 14. R. F. ElSON iveavierercea 49 01
2. C. H. Speechley......... 45 20 16. J. G. Coleman ......... 49 33
3. €. B ChurchHer sie..- 45 31 18. ‘B. C. Heather .i..c.50.- 50 30
4. Wo AL TTeacher ...comies 45 40 25, P, G. Wright...cc.cvusae 52 19
L - BOTEY .. covcosiisnsaiss 48 ¢ 27. D. Barle ...cvueene e 52 50
8. A A Harley co.vvocenens 48 14 830. BB, ArIS ooz sesses DA 40
11, 'W. G Dodkin .uscsesies 48 38 81 Wi AACY cisvvinennas wevane 54 53
12. €. L. Brian ...... dimmsimeie 48 45 32. J. R. Armstrong ........ b4 53
13 4. B Butland....oevveswas 48 46 . ;

TEAM SCORES.
Belgrave H.—1, 2, 3, 4, 7, 8, 11, 12, 13, 14, 16, 18 ... ... 109 pts
Polytechnic H.—5, 6, 9, 10, 15, 17, 19, 20, 21, 22, 23,24 ... 191 pts
* * s * *

As 1 write the Highgate H. Open Walk is imminent; and a-
fortnight later (November 10th) follows the Enfield A.C. event
-at which we shall be represented.

On November 17th we meet old friends and some of our
clubmates when the Metropolitan Police W.C. visit Wimbledon
to try conclusions over a seven miles course. This is always an
enjoyable event with as many aside scoring as possible.

* ¥ * * : k

On November 24th we shall hold our Fifteenth Annual Open
Walk from Wimbledon.  Prizes will be on the usual lavish
scale, and we hope for the very large entry which our promotion
usually attracts.

All our active walkers make a point of entering this race, and I
would ask them, as a personal favour, to let me have their forms
and fees some days in advance of the official closing date, to
facilitate the clerical work involved.

*® * sk % L3

On the following Saturday, December 1st, we have our return
fixture v. Metropolitan Police W.C. at Imber Court, and we
hope to have a large attendance for this “all-to-score” race. Our
runners will alse be at Imber Court on this day, and we may
expect a jolly tea and social to follow.

* * * * *

December 8th is reserved for our annual fixture over the
Croydon—West Wickham and back course (9 miles) v. the Sur-
rey Walking Club. Our opponents usually “put it across” us
in this event. What about a change this year?

All enquiries, etc., to

A. A, Hareey, 39, Roxborough Avenue, Isleworth Mddx.
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SOME NOTFS ON OUR FIRST DANCE AT
QOUEENSBERRY HALL.

1~Two ex-champs. hobnobbing together. Evidently a haif-
miler’s specd is good for Marathon Running!

2—T. C. denies the fact that his Mother Washed and dressed
him—marvellous what love will do!

3—We welcome our old friend C.S. and his wife with open
arms (especially his wife).

4—It would be nice for a few more of our ﬁvureheads to
attend these affairs, and bring back sweet memories.
; ... % s - oo

The above rather confused impressions of things seen reach
me from Arthur Penny. I should have thought he would have
been too full for words! Somehow or the other I had got the
impression that Arthur was the model used by the artist who
designs the Guinness posters, and seemed to see Arthur in the
gentleman who pushes over columns and bridges and carries
iron girders with nonchalance. This illusion has now gone, and
I expect to see a change of slogan. “Guinness is too strong
for h'm,” or something o the knd ) '

5.~—S5o0 sorry you had to leave early, Arthur!
B

- SOCIAL FIXTURES.

Nov. 3—-Social at Wimbleden.
Nov. 17—Dance at Quensberry Hall, Sth. Kensington.

Details and tickets may be had from .
W. A. Ricg, 36 Ascalon Street, S.W.8.

STROLL ON!

The Club strolls go on! Senile decay, matrimony, Sunday.
dancing, and the thousand-and-one perils which lay in wait for
the young man may do their worst and rob us of some who once,
walked with us, but the strolls will continue! Some of our
friends who once talked and sang in their youthful exuberance,
and jcked and laughed ecstatically to their hearts’ content and
our gratification (all oblivious of the shadows which gathered, all-
unconscious of cruel Fate, leer on face, marking down her prey D
may have forsaken us, but the continuity of our strolling is
preserved! “Some may have forsaken us!” A solemn thought,
but one which must not be allowed to trammel our actions, con-
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fuse cur minds, or petrify our senses. The strolls must and will
go on! For every one that falls by the wayside, let two take his
place!

The faces change, but the spirit is unchanged! Tradition will
not be traduced! 1t endures immutable as the stars that shine.
And even if those who now write and agree with what is written
should one day furl their flags and succumb to the fireside arm-
chair, the five o’clock tea, and the cinema fauteuil, it will only
prove that they, too, are but human, falling short of their ideals.
Others will take their place.

Other feet will climb Ranmore’s Hill, stride across Hackhurst
Downs, and turn Newland’s Corner; Kentish and Surrey heights,
and Sussex Downs, and broad Weald between, will know other
voices, even if the songs are the same, and the tales hoary with
age. As long as the spirit survives, what matters?

This outburst has been inspired (if the pedantic will permit
the use of this word), upon re-reading some scribble of mine
published in our columns two years ago concerning our Strolls
and Strollers, in which I recorded the best and hinted at the
worst. In this latter connection I can only say that Footer is
still one of us, and that our Harry (by arrangement with Dame
Compromise) is usually with us at alternate week-ends. Bert
Lindsey can still perpetrate a wisecrack with the worst of them,
and Alf Taylor often has merry quips on his lips.  Micky
Walker still has a large size in laughs and an even larger one
in appetites. Tommy Scrimshaw may be a splendid ambassa-
«dor for Universal Peace at International Athletic Meetings,
but then, of course, he doesn’t sing there! Len Rollins comes
along if he can find time between supporting the Arsenal and
having gussets put into his suits; Ben Knifton sometimes has a
frivolous day with us, and Johnny Smith and Sid Ring are
occasional visitors.

On the credit side there is little to record except that the
writer is a regular attendant, and, indeed, sometimes feels the
need to be properly qualified in order to exercise an attendant’s
restraint !

And now for the main point. We are always glad to welcome
others to these strolls of ours. So if you would like a day in
the open with your Clubmates, don’t be afraid to enquire the
meeting place, etc., etc.

For those whose time is not entirely their own, Bill Rice is
making arrangements for Sunday morning strolls, and anyone
interested should get in touch with him.

And so, roll on, strolls and strollers. Good walking! Good
company ! and, for now, Good-bye! AT












