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FRONT COVER (R. Linstead)--Tony Fairclough, first Belgravian to finish in the Rational
at Norwich, sets the pace for D. Holt (Hercules) and R. Moore (Longwood).

FRONTISPIECE |(E.D. lacey)--John Thresher leads Ravald (Man. DLC), D. Holt, J. Julian
(New Zealand) and T. Briault (Enfield).
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There has been much talk in recent months of the
need for an inter-club competition during the summer
season. lMany views put forward seem to favour a league
system with, we presume, promotion and relegation; or
a super-league including the top clubs in the unofficial
ranking list - a list insufficiently broad to reflect
Hon.Trg;s:rer. true t:am strength. -
Chd ’ Whilst we do not agree with the form of the propo-
goﬁ'qglorcnce Road,| .15 so far presented we fully understand the motives
RS that prompt them. Despite the excellent, conscientious
Hon.Editors work of our National and Area coaches and the efforts
S. ppen % of those many others who endeavour %o produce medal-
A.Mead winning Britons, British Athletics is waning. And when
24 Fryston Avenue compared with many other sports, waning fast. 5
Coﬁlsdon Surrey L/ At a recent symposium on Recreational Planning,
! p representatives of the Sports Council and National

Gen.Hon.Bec.
A.A.Harley

7, Brickwall Lane,
Ruislip, Midd'x.

Playing Fields Association claimed that particlpation
in Tfack and Field had shown little increase in recent
years while the proyress of many other sports was described as no less than
"explosive". It was also revealed that some local authorities are being
advised against constructing running tracks - many of which, to date, have
been nothing more than "white elephants”.

In our view cross-country, long-distance and road-relay running are not
suffering to the same degree because they are more closely identified with
team participation. But Track and Field is a sport of many activities and
here lies it's weakness at club level. Furthermore, because of a chaotic
summer programme of trophy meetings, inter-club events, various championships
"invitation" events (of which there are hundreds) in the midst of which
another programme of races is fitted to facilitate selection of our Inter-
national teams, it is no wonder that team competition in the summer months
is little short of farcical. Which is the most important event for the Club
to win? Everyone has his own idea and club spirit during this period is at
its lowest ebb; yet it is the clubs that form the base of the Athletics
Pyramid. It is at club level then that the interest, indeed fervour, for
Athletics should be engendered and thus enable the pyramid's apex to be
pushed higher.

A NATIONAL A.A.A. CLUB CHAMPICNSHIP is urgently needed. All events,
except perhaps the walks, marathon and six miles, should be included. All
flat races could be relays, except the 3 miles (decided on Cross-country
scoring) and all the remaining events have 2 men per team. Field events
could be decided on the aggregate best heights or distances of each pair.
Similar competitions are held in other countries and the Army A.A. has
held their inter-unit Championships on this basis for many years, and with
great success.

The Area Associations of the South, Midland and North would need to
stage one Or, at the most, two eliminating rounds with the three winners
going through to the final and the three remaining places being decided,
perhaps,on performance scoring tables.

Studded witn some quality invitation events such a "Cup Final" would
attract a large following - and if it attracted the bell-ringing, flag-
waving, football-type support the "Brighton" knew (and it could) then it
would be a certain success. As for venue, well let us say that last August's
British Games could have done with such a Championship around which to frame
its programme.

It is our belief that this prestige event would persuade clubs to pay
more attention to the Cinderella events, create at least one TEAM red-letter
day in the summer and be a useful first step in a lcng overdue re-appraisal
of the British Athletics scene.

R T L

e may_take it that the much-discussed and much-reviled Individual
athlete registration scheme is now dead. The A.A.A. have accepterd that
there are many inherent difficulties in such a scheme as originally plannedy-
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not least being the interference with Club life and activity and the heavy
expense ratio involved - but the fact remains that the A.A.A. needs more
finance to carry through its programmes.

It is probable that we shall all be asked to give more financial support
to the A.A.A. than in the past; and it is possible that all members may
be asked to pay a higher Club subscription permitting a per cngitﬂ Ppayment
to be made to the A.A.A. on behalf of each subscribing first-claim member.

This would be in accord with the A.A.A. and Area Asscciations' need
for more finance; and the Government Department's (from which considerable
grant-aid has been forthcoming) suggestion that athletes themselves should
provide more money for their Sport than heretofore.

HARRY EVANS

(Born 5.5.1881, died 27.1.1967)

It is with profound regret that we advise the passing of
Harry Evans in his sixtieth year of membership; and it is
with gratitude that we recall his many years of service to the
Club and the Sport. His unfailing good humour, his contempt
of the overcoat, his absolute dependability and complete integ-
rity and high degree of competence endeared him to us all. To
be disqualified by Harry Evans was to put the issue beyond all
doubt; his decisions were accepted without the merest shadow
of a protest for everyone accepted that his judgements could
not be improved upgn. He was without malice or guile.
Uprighteousness, ingegrity and sincerity were to us synony-
mous with Harry Evans; and we shall miss him tremendously,
whilst thankful for those very full years from 1907 to
1967 when Belgrave meant so much to him and he gave so much
of himself to us.

It was in 1907 that Harry was approached by a fellow baker and asked
to support the Baker's Charity Athletic Meeting at the old Kensal Rise Track
by competing in a walking race. Harry agreed, and surprised himself by
finishing a close second to the trade champion.

Another baker named Savage, who had been the World's professional
champion and whose records made under the name of "Billy Franks" in 1882
still stand, thereupon became interested in Harry and, having a son in
Belgrave, he introduced Harry to our club.

Up till this time the Bels had never been a power to be reckoned with in
Championships of any kind. It is true that their stationery and Entry Forms
showed that once they had been placed third in the South of the Thames Cross
Country Championship, but that was their sole team honour. In those days
the betting element had invaded the world of Amateur Athletics and became
fairly well rooted there. The Authorities were striving to suppress it but
despite their efforts it was easily possible to back one's self or one's
fancy at any athletic meeting of note. At Btamford Bridge itself there was
a spot near the rails in the back straight where, despite both Police and
Authorities, & brisk business was done for many years. In most of the
prominent clubs there was a betting coterie and many young athletes found
teachers willing to supervise their training who expected them to run or
hold back as ordered. Now it is undeniable that this canker had eaten deep
in the Belgrave Harriers as in many other clubs; and where handicap wins and
odds as long as possible are the objective, it naturally follows that the
attainment of high team honours is extremely unlikely. The aim is not high
enough.

From the outset, Harry fought openly and strenuously against this, and
in my opinion, any tribute of thanks we pay him should commence with the
acknowledgement of this, as the club's numerous team victories have all been
achieved since the days when he showed his fellow clubmen that true sports-
manship demanded that one should give of his utmost in every race.

The Walking Captain of the club at that time was F.W. Coomber, a fine
walker and a good sportsman, who quickly realised Harry's potential ability.
He taught Harry so thoroughly that in the next club race to be decided the
pupil walked away from the teacher. So Harry was urged to enter for the two-
mile handicap at the Stamford Bridge Open "Good Friday" meeting. Hot Cross
Buns, being a National necessity at that time, Harry had to put in a stretch
of 36 hours on them. During this period he had only two short rests. The
race commenced only a few houts after he left the Bakery but Harry won the
race by 75 yards.
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The Belgrave urging and cheering throughout the race was insistent
and incessant, and he learned afterwards the Bels had backed him very heavilx
The results recorded later will show that he kept on winninyg despite the
frowns of those who wanted his wins to be accompanied with bets at favourable
odds. Harry certainly had no time for the athlete who was not in the game
for the love of it and for the glory of winning or fighting to do so.

Shortly after the Good Friday race Harry competed at Herne Hil] and was
a close third in the very fast time of 13mins.32secs. Next he won & 2 mile
Walk at Redhill. Here Tommy Eaton, whom many of you will know as our pre-
war masseur was the virtual scratch man together with Alf Pateman. Har
followed with a 2nd prize at the Tottenham Hospital Sports and a first prize
at Sutton.

This Sutton race was memorable in as much as Harry was receiving a small
atart from A.E, Rowlands, the New Zealand Champion,'who was over here for the
1908 Olympic Games and who had been recording some very fast times. He was a
strong favourite for the race and actually caught Harry, but Harry fought on
to gain the victory by a yard.

This race was followed by a second place race at Epsom. During this
season Harry had won every Club handicap from the scratch mark. During the
Winter Season he won the club 10 miles Championship in 78 minutes.

Following this he walked in the A.A.A. 7 Miles Championship and recorded
the fast time of 54 mins.30Osecs., and in the 2 miles Championship recording
14mins.l0secs., He followed this up with a win at 2 miles on the old White
City track of 3 laps to the mile. This was a very fast track, certainly
faster than Stamford Bridge, but not quite so fast as the present track there.

A second place in the L.A.C. Open Walk at Stamford Bridge came next and
this was followed by a first at Clapton. This was undoubtedly one of Harry's
finest performances. E.J. Webb, a winner of five A.A.A. Championships gave
Harry a short start and caught him with a lap to go. Harry held him and one
of the judges ran the whole of the lap in case either broke contact. It was
neck and neck all the way with Harry just winning.

By now we have got to the Winter Season of 1909 and here we find Harry
winning the first Junior Individual ana Team Race promoted by the Road
Walking Association. Belgrave lost the team race by one point, but hereafter
there was another honour recorded on our letter headings.

This race started
at Brentford and the Course
mapped out was one passing
Gunnersbury Park, crossing
Ealing Common. climbing
Hanger Hill, dipping down to
Alperton and climbing part
of the way to Wembley before
returning. The road over
Hanger Hill was then parrow
with a very second-class
surface. About two miles of
tar-macadam and eight miles
of rolled granite were
generally to be expected in
a ten mile race at this time,
and in this race the course
was typical. In winning
Harry recorded the splendid
time of 8lmins.37secs. Harry
was more than disappointed
with the team's position of
2nd as earlier in the day
there had been a two mile
handicap at Stamford Bridge
and several of the team had
raced there before partici-
pating in the longer race
for their club.

Following this, the
club arranged a fair number
of inter-club races and in
these, although Harry was
generally first man home,
our successes were few as
usually’only three or four
Belgravians turned out.

In the years 1909 to
1911, Harry gained six bl
first class standard medals
in the A.A.A. Championships. Phato: E.D.Lacey
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three at seven miles and three at two miles, and did well against the
Champions of the day who included G.E. LARNER, E.J. WEBB and H.V.L. ROSS.

Now came a long break in Harry's athletic career. He married, and a
growing family, his wife's ill-health and night work kept him out of the
sport for some time. This period of inactivity was followed by the 1914-18
World War. Harry was an early volunteer for the forces. He was captured and
spent a long wn{le in a German prison camp. On returning to England in 1919
he was talked into training again by Jimmy Belchamber. Although he did not
get back the pace that had formerly made him so formidable he soon became g
very soundand reliable team man at seven and ten miles, In the Winter seasons
of 1919-20 and 1920-21 Belgrave were the winners of most of the seven and
ten miles scratch team races. We had seven walkers who could be relied upon to
finish well up. Usually we could rely upon at least six of the seven turning
up. These seven were Jimmy Belchamber, Harry Evans, Harry Hanger, Bill Hawker,
Bob Ricketts, Alec Spendlove and Charlie Wells. Amongst these Harry was at a
disadvantage in respect of age, but he was in our scoring four many times.

He found pace enough also to win some more prizes at 2 miles on the track, a
18t at Paddington just after the 1920 Olympic Games being especially commend-
able. In this race the British, Australian and South African Olympic walkers
were competing. Harry's handicap mark was by no means a long one. He also
won a first prize at Writtle and a second at Hornsey. On the road he was
awarded the style prize in the Islington Borough Walk in March 1920.

Twice Harry attempted the 20 Miles R.W.A.Championship but found that
this was not his distance. This was before 1914. When he made his post-war
come-back he could not be persuaded to try this distance.

As a walking judge Harry had no superior. He had been on the R.W.A. list
since early 1921 and officiated at many A.A.A.Championships, the 1948 Olympic
Games, and at thousands of races on track and on the road. His worth to the
Club as an adviser on style and fair walking was inestimable. As a committee
man he served a life-time and held the Presidency of the Club worthily for
two years, 1942 and 1943, in addition to being a Life Member.

He was a great believer in breathing exercises and in physical exercise
for the developement of the stomach muscles, and in his earlier days profited
by weight lifting. Harry was acutely aware as a young baker of the high
mortality rate in the trade, largely due to chills etc. developed by working
at high temperatures during the night and then going out into the early
morning cold; and he sought to protect himself by being physically fit.
Indirectly this brought him into sport and the Belgrave Harriers, where
generations of us have learned to regard him with great affection.

And so we take our leave of one of Belgrave's noblest sons....... R.I.P.

A.A.H. (acknowledging the help of
that other great character the late Jimmy Belchamber and his notes of yearaago)

. CYRIL
YESCOMBE

- (BORN 9.10.1919, LIED 21.1.1967)

We mourn the passing of Cyril Yescombe, aged 47, and our sincere comdolences
are extended to Mrs Yescombe, who has helped us so often, and her family.

Cyril joined us in early 1955 and we had come to know him as a great hearted
walker who whilst not aspiring to the higher placings, yet gave stability in the
middle reaches, and was a source of encouragement to us all.

Cyril competed in the club 10 miles Championship on January 21st and covered the
course in 92 minutes. Two or three hours later a heart attack seized him whilst at the
wheel of his car on his way home, from which he died almost immediately. We are indeed
sorry to have lost such a good Belgravian.

Among his best walking performances were his eleventh place in the RWA 50
Kilometres Championship at Leyland in 1957, in sub-tropical conditions, which gained
him his Club Honours Badge; and his 100 miles walk recorded in our current Handbook.

Inspector Cyril Yescombe was very popular indeed amongst his Metropolitan
Police colleagues and was one of the two Vice=Chairman of the Ketropolitan Police
Walking Club. In recent months he had done valuable work in training the young Police
Cadets and his splendid example will have left lasting impressiors for the good on a
new generation of peliceman.

He will be sorely miessed by us all. R.I.P.

— = ———-é%#.-..-
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HON SEC'S NOTES

This year sees the Centenary of Cross-Country Running and no doubt more
will be heard of this when the Autumn comes again. It is interesting to read
the words of WALTER RYE, the first President of Thames Hare and Hounds. He
wrote in 1894:

"At the end of 1867 a few members (of whom the writer was one) of the
Thames Rowing Club at Putney conceived the idea of holding some cross-
country steeplechase during the winter season with the idea of keeping
themselves more or less in condition until rowing began again. As may
well be imagined the arrangements of Thames Handicap Steeplechase No 1,
as it was called, were primitive in the extreme and indeed the whole
affair was treated more as a joke than anything else. The competitors
were taken up to the starting place on Wimbledon Common, the edge of 1.e
Beverley Brook by the bridge in a bus, and had to dress how they coul:.,
and the race was run in the dark over 2% miles of the roughest and
boggiest part of the Common, then very different indeed as to its surface
from what it has now become after recent drainage. Still there were a
dozen starters out of twenty entries, and the affair being the first
cross-country steeplechase (not being at a school) attracted much
attention”.

In the following winter (1868) it was decided to try paper-chasing and

Walter Rye continues:-

"Qur first run took place on October 17th 1868 from the 'Kings Head',
Roehampton, then as it still is, our headquarters, and the beau ideal
in many respects of a paper-chaser's home, being a quaint old wooden built
inn, squatted behind a great wych elm, covered with creepers, and in the
middle of real open comntry. We had secured the written leave of Earl
Spencer, who then owned Wimbledon Common, to run over it, and still claim
to be the only club who can drop paper over the heath, as having the
right before there were such things as conservators and their bye-laws;
and all existing rights were saved by the Act."

Rye writes on the first championship races thus: -

"Tt was not till 1870 that the first real championship race was started
though this attempt to bring it off in the wilds of Epping Forest proved
a great failure, everyone losing his way separately on his own account.
Next year a carefully laid out course was chosen from Roehampton, over
the Common by Merton and Morden, West Barnes and Crooked Billet Lane,
about 11% miles. The Thames H & H won the first time scoring 35 as
against South London H. 58 and the Spartans o4

Much more of a fascinating nature follows but we must conclude.......

"When the run is over, the tub - lukewarm if it can be had - is in
universal request, followed, if possible, by a cold douche by means of
a bucketful of water from the hands of a stable-helper. If the run has
been extra wet or cold, a steaming glass of port negus may be wisely
taken as a precaution, but it is a singular thing that both before and
after the meal which terminates the evening, 'ginger beer and gin' is
the favourite drink, having probably been found by long experience to
best carry off the extra heat of the body caused by a long run."

» . . . L L] " -

Our own eighty years of history have been much in mind lately, and a
letter published in "Athletics Weekly" and many local newspapers asking for
details and relics of our very early days, whilst widely seen and noted by
meny interested persons has, as yet, added nothing to the sum total of
knowledge of our first twenty years or so. Not that this surprises, for a
stripling of 20 years in the Clubs earliest Embankment races, would now be
awaiting his 100th birthday!

It may be, however, that a second or third generation have preserved
details of Belgrave of the late 1800's; and if this is so we should be glad
if they could find their way to the Hon. Secretary, and so assist in his
researches.

If you know of any such persons please try and obtain their co-operat-
ion, for time is all too short.

b . - . . . . *

Qne reads of the recent discovery of Chaucerian manuscripts, and of
lost and unknown works of Leonardo da Vinci coming to light after centuries-
and wonders what happened to the Belgrave Harriers Minute Books, 1887-1907!

- . . . . - . -



Thanks to a succession of conscientious Hon. Editors our story from
1920 onwards has been lovingly recorded in the pages of the Belgravian in
its sporting results, its comments, its humour, and its exhortations. The
historian of the future has bricks in plenty from which to fashion his
edifice - lets hope he doesn't drop too many of them!

* . L] * - . . -

The Track season will soon be with us once again ana below is given
a 1list of the dates for which permits have been granted to us. TYou are
asked to note these dates 'in your diaries and ensure that the programmes
arranged have your full support whether you are an active athlete, an
official or an onlooker.

In addition to these dates we shall of course be engaged in the usual
multiplicity of fixtures, full details of which will be available in due
course:

Saturday, 18th March

Saturday, 29th April

Tooting Track (Invitation Field Events)
Battersea Park

Monday, 1st May - Battersea Park
Wednesday, 10th May - Battersea Park
SATURDAY rd JUNE -

HURLINGHAM PARK (CLUB TRACK AND FIELD

Battersea Park
Battersea Park
Battersea Park (Invitation Inter-Club Walks)
Battersea Park
Battersea Park
Battersea Park

Wednesday, l4th June
Wednesday, 28th June
Wednesday, 5th July
Wednesday, 1l2th July
Wednesday, 26th July
Wednesday, 9th August

- * . . . - . -

Lt T TR |

We shall hope for greatly improved track performances this coming
Summer, and our Field Event specialists are already fitting themselves to
secure their generous quota of points in trophy events.

Remember! our President has requested at least one Trophy during the
Summer. It could be the "Brockman", the "Sward", the "Cecil Fry", even an
A.A.A. Relay Championship - he won't worry overmuch which it isl

- . - . - - . .

We were delighted to have a visit from Wally Bayliss at Headquarters
in December when the 7 Miles Championship was held. Wally is a Past-
President - a former Hon. Secretary for eleven years, a former Club Captain
and a Life Member - and we hope to see him with increasing regularity in
the future.

L = . - - L L] *

News comes from Albert Macher that he is progressing after a period of
i1l1-health which prevented him from coming along recently to present the
Macher Shield for the 10 Miles Championship, Albert and his brother Gus,
belong to that very select band of members who joined the Club prior to
World War I - in 1912 to be precise.

. - - L L * - .

Greetings have been received from Edmund Donovan, 0.B.E., of New York,
who was a very active Club member in 1912, and subsequent years. It is
possible that he may be present at our Club Track and Field Championships
at Hurlingham in Juyne.

» ® » * Ll . - L]

Many members will know that the Amateur Athletic Association has
recently entered into an arrangement with a professional football pools
organisation whereby Amateur Athletics will receive some monetary benefit,
the participating clubs also receive an addition to their funds; and of
course the individual subscriber have his chance of winning one of the
prizes odfered.

We in Belgrave have,of course, enjoyed the fruits of our own scheme
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vevessssesssssssss Gerry North's impressive rirst win of the Southern Uross
Country Championship proved to be a very expensive outing. After ennihilating
his rivals to the tune of a minute, his high spirits fell when he discovered
his Great Britain track sult top had been stolen, sank further when he remem-
bered he had left his car keys in the pocket, and were finally devastated
when he found his car had been stolen with £200 worth of athletics gear.

What a price to pay! Only the car has so far been recovered so if anyone
discovers running shoes, quality track suits, vests, etc. being sold cheaply
they should advise Gerry, who may be in a position to identify such goods.

. . . Ll L . » *

Belgrave were hosts this year to the South of Thames Senior Champion~
ship and as such were responsible for choosing and marking a course. In an
effort to make a partial return to the tougher courses of old we put in a
large 5 miles lap to supplement our usual 2% miles circuit. The larger lap
took in the horse-ride along the back of the cemetery and the one that climbs
from the farm to the golf course. On the former stretch our equestrian
friends showed open hostility towards the use of the horse-rides for races
and persistantly pulled up flags and threw them into the bushes. On & prev-
ious occasion a woman rider endeavoured to block the watersplash bridge
claiming it was"for horses only"! One rider asked if the South of Thames
field would slow dowa if requested! Ours are not the only races to be held
on the common and we may be paying the penalty of indiscretions by others;
either way, feuding of this sort does no-one any good and it might be wise
for our course planners to try and keep horse-ride running down to a minimum,
if not completely avoided.

- L] . * L] L] * L]

| SPORTS|

Neil Allen

As can be seen from the above cuttings Belgravians were well represent-
ed in the March issue of "World Sports". On reading that Neil Allen had
shouted to Charlie Walker "Go on Charlie" many times I couldn't help wonder-
ing how often our Chas. has shouted back his famous catch phrase "What d'ye
think, Neil?" As for that"aura of immortality" well, inviting as it is to
crack jokes about it, I think Neil Allen's words were very well chosen and
few in the know would dispute his choice of Charlie Walker - a runner whose
enthusisem is as.great now as it was in the days when he led them all home.

L L] - . . . L .

Who will win the Fational Road Relay om April 1st? Well, I believe it will be
Belgrave if the following team is turned outi-
LONG STAGES: Gerry North, Fairclough, Thresher, Barrow, Hart, Kerr,.
SHORT STA%ES: Geoff North, O'Hara, Williams, Bicourt, Dance, Major,.

With Black, Dabbe, Steer, Buxton, Dear and a host of others itching to get in ,
the lads should really be on their Mettle.

A coach is being run to Leicester. Why not come along and see an exciting conteat?

- .o Countryman




"y Was There”

HO.2 - by Ernie Duffett.

When your Editors asked me to write the secund of these mementous
occasions, my mind fairly 'boggled' at the thought. After serving for
25 years as Running Hon. Sec. of the 'Bels' I was present at so many of our
most famous victories.

After consideration I selected our 'National' win at Sheffield in
March, 1948, when we regained the title from the holders, Sutton Harriers.
We knew we had more strength in depth than our rivals, and so it
proved after a most exciting race both for the individual and team prizes.

It was & fine afternoon in Graves Park and many thousands of people
who came to see some great racing, paid over £500 for admission.

Sydney Wooderson, the one-time holder of the 880 yards and 1 mile
world records, was a firm favourite, but before he eventually won his first
‘National' title over the country, he had to contend with one of the
severest races of his career.

His challenger was none other than our own Vic Blowfield who was always
up with the leaders, and when they came round for the last of the three
large laps, Blowfield and Wooderson were together with Shorrocks of
Hailesowén some 25 yards behind in 3rd place.

With barely half a mile to go, Blowfield went away from his rival and
Wooderson was looking very tired, and Vic opened a lead of about 25 yards
with only 400 yards of the undulating course to be covered.

Then the large crowd broke onto the course in their excitement, and
Blowfield literally had to fight his way through them. In the 'rugger'
scrum Wooderson came again and menaged to pass Vic and being the faster
finisher he came home just four seconds in front of Blowfield.

If the course could have been kept clear it is uncertain whether our
man would have been the Winner, as Wooderson naturally had the greater
speed on the flat.

Then came the fight for the team title, and with Len Herbert running
one of his finest races to finish in 12th team position, and well backed
up by Ted Stimpson in 15th place, we had three men home to Sutton's two.
Then they had four home to our three, but Frank Abberton scored 27th to-
meke it four each. But Sutton still had five in before our 5th man (Tom
Carter 41st) and then praise be, Tommy Clinton came along in 57th place
to complete our scoring six, while Sutton's 6th man finished 65thl

We thus won the title with a total of 154 points to Button's 174,
and Blackheath Harriers were 3rd with 183 points.

Our other men to finish, with nine to compete and six to score, were
Les Stokell 64th, Albert Frost 95th, and finally Dick Tobin 132nd.

It is interesting to note that Denis Brickwood finished in 80th place,
and was then running for Mitcham A.C., and it is perhaps sad to reflect
that of our team members, only Tom Carter and Ted Stimpson, are still active
within the Club in an official capacity.

Correction to our last "I Was There® article, The year in question was 1926 and not
as printed.

Tom Carter, who
was our fifth
scoring man.

(photos E.D. Lacey)
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International Cross Country Race

HANNUT, BELGIUM

February 5th 1967

We were delighted to receive an invitation to compete in the club
team race associated with the international event at Hannut for this is
one of the plum Continental races and attracts representation from Belgium,
France, Germany and Holland in addition to England and Scotland. This was
our first foreign cross-country race since pre-war days and the boys rose
to the occasion to make sure that thirty years would not go by before the
next invitation arrives. In the face of strong opposition and scoring five
aside, we won by six points to take the beautiful trophy presented by the
Belgian newspaper Le Soir.

The weekend began with five runners meeting at Wimbledon and four
runners and the team manager assembling at London Bridge to converge by
road on Dover for a night sea crossing to Ostend. The two cars disembarked
at 5.30 am. on Saturday morning and after a quick run on the motorway we
arrived in Brussels just as the restaurants were opening and were able to
obtain a first class breakfast to set us up for a sight seeing tour of
the Belgian capital. The centre of attraction was a shoe shop where most
of the team equipped themselves with a continental version of the Chelsea
boot in first class (?) suede which no doubt will be proudly displayed en
masse at the next Club Social.

At midday we set off again for the last fifty miles drive to Hannut
which was reached at about 1pm and after reporting to the headquarters (a
cafe in the centre of the town) of the Hannut Football Club, who are the
organisers of this cross country event, we were taken for a steak lunch
with wine and all the trimmings. Thoroughly satisfied with our reception
we then strolled off to look at the course for the following day's race
before again assembling to be allocated our "digs" for the weekend. Every-
one was most comfortably housed with local residents and there is no doubt
that we received very hospitable treatment.

Saturday evening was spent quietly over a drink or two at the cafe of
Roger Gustin the organising secretary and again the kindness and hospital-
ity of the local people was much in evidence, for most of the refreshments
consumed, whether coffee or otherwise, were "on the house". As we had
had only limited sleep the previous night we were all ready for bed and an
early retirement was the order of the day.

A briefing for team managers was called for at 10.30 on Sunday morning
for team declarations and distribution of numbers. This was followed by
a further inspection and a gentle run over the course by all but the team
manager who preferred to view rather than sample. The general consensus of
opinion was that the race would be fast for although there was a generous
helping of plough the weather had been dry and this would soon bed down to
a firm surface.

By midday the town of Hannut was a mass of people attracted to the
afternoons programme of racing which comprised seven races in all for
various ages and even for the local tennis players, culminating in the
international event at 4.15pm. The number of spectators was estimated at
10,000, swelled no doubt by the fact that this was the 25th promotion and
was being honoured by the presence of His Majesty King Baudouin, obviously
a popular man with his people.

Continental races are generally on short lap courses and this was no
exception for the full distance of the big race,which was a little under
six miles, was made up of two short laps and six large laps so the spect-
ators who were mainly assembled in the football stadium, where the start
and finish were sited, were able to enjoy the racing to the full.

The number of starters in'our'race was about sixty, made up of inter-
national teams from the leading cross-country nations of Europe plus club
teams from France, Holland, Germany and Belgium in addition to ourselves.
The international race scored three a side and the club race five a side.

Marcel Vandewattyne, one of Belgiumt best ever athletes was the
starter and in the field was Gaston Roelants, Belgium's current top runner
and present Olympic 3000 metres Steeplechase Champion who was the favourite
and himself anxious to win to establish a record of four wins in a row and
five wins in all to break the existing record which he held jointly with
Vandewdttyne. It is interesting to record at this point that the latter
was in the first five in this race for every year between 1948 and 1963,
an extremely good run of performances.
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As expected the pace in the early stages of the race was very fast,
dictated by Roelants and Scotland's Ian McCafferty who only the previous
evening had taken from Roelants his indoor 2 miles European record with a
great run at Cosford. Our own boys were not too prominent early on but it
was interesting to see John Bicourt Jjust ahead of Gerry North after the
first half mile when they were ninth and tenth respectively. Gerry battled
on gallantly throughout the whole race and although he never got to grips
with the two leaders he slowly worked his way past Jim Alder, Bruce Tulloh,
Tim Johnston, Lachie Stewart and the strong foreign opposition to come
home a comfortable third which achieved for him the honour of being present-
ed to King Baudouin who showed considerable interest in our own captain.

At the half-way stage McCafferty raised a cheer from the British
supporters by taking a thirty yard lead over Roelants, who at this stage
appeared completely shattered, but two laps later a super human effort took
him again to the front and he stayed ahead to run in a popular winner with
the crowd by a five second margin.

At two miles our runners had established themselves in or about the
positions they were to finally occupy and little or no change took place
for the remainder of the race. The scoring members other than Gerry who was
well ahead were all in the twenties end although this may not appear high
in 5o small a field it should be remembered that the majority of the first
twenty-five are éstablished internationals.

It was difficult to diagnose the progress of the race from the team
scoring angle in view of the wide diversity of vests but it was pleasing
to see the claret and gold standing out well and the Belgian crowd obviously
appreciated the forward running of our team. They seemed to be very discern-
ing in the arts of cross-country running.

Although we thought that five in twenty-eight was good enough we had
to wait for some time before the final result was announced and we were
proved to be the victors. In the international race Belgium, led by Roelants
were at their best and were easy winners over Scotland and England.

After the race all the runners assembled at the Town Hall to collect
their prizes - everyone in the race gets one.The standard of prizes was
very high and they were awarded by choice according to the order of finish-
ing. All our runners were extremely pleased.

On the Sunday evening a banquet with plentiful fcod and drink was held
with the usual speeches and our members came into contact with the local
"talent" for the first time. It seemed that most were well satisfied - it
is thought that Thresher and Williams will almost certainly wish to return -
we all hope the telephone numbers they collected are not changed by 1968.

After the banquet some of the ladies were persuaded to Join our party
at the local discotheque where the frivolities were continued until 3am. on
Monday morning.

A quiet but by no means dispirited team assembled at 8am after only a
few hours sleep for the drive back to Ostend for the boat home. Winbledon
was reached late on Monday afternoon with sufficient energy for most to
partake of a training session.

On the whole a most satisfactory and successful weekend. Belgrave's
neme is now established in Belgium and we have made many good friends and
created much good will. It is hoped we can return in 1968 but there is a
possibility that this race may be discontinued. Perhaps we will get an
invitation from another town. If we win the National we are assured of
other visits to Europe.

RESULT: 1.BELGRAVE HARRIFRS .....(3,21,25,27,28) ........ 104 pts
i 2.A.8.P.P.Pari8 teoeoos e (0.20,2%,26.32). iesss 00 Pta
’

(

3.Bayer 05 Verdingen.....g 19,44 ,49,52),....... 182 pts
2
)

Team: - Gerry North (5;, A.Fairclough ( , L.0'Hara (25), J.Bicourt (27),
J.Thresher (28), G.williams (33), T.Hart (39), G.Dance (43),

B.Buxton (45).

Gerry North fell heavily during the San Sebastian 10,000 metres X-cty event last
January, The heat overcame Maurice Herriott (24th) but Gerry, also uncomfortably hot,

recovered well to finish 12th---1# minutes down on winner Mamo Wolde of Ethiopia. A
ocrowd of 20,000 were in attendancel

« L L] & « » L 3 .

Keith Angus, who ran for us a few years back, visited Lauriston Cottage
on Sunday, Feb.l9th with Sheffield team-mate Newble. They were both members
of Sheffield University's second placed team in the Imperial College Relay,
held the previous day. Keith is showing his best ever form and should do
well in the "National",

- . . . - . . L
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MINOR FIXTURES.

With so many "major" fixtures in the Winter Calendar these days, and
with the North Surrey League occupying a large part of the remaining space,
the inter-club mob match is fast fading from its prominence of yesteryear.
Apart from SLH, Blackheath and Ranelagh, who have a long tradition of mob
match "feuds" and turn out every available able-bodied man, most clubs now
use these races as training or social runs. Consequently the home team is
always much the stronger. With only three such fixtures in our Winter list
many Belgravians chose these occasions to train in the morning and have a

"holiday" in the afternoon. Some cbservers may question whether these races
are worth while, but it should be remembered that we have a large number of
runners who never make the major races and it is for their sakes that these
meetings are arranged.

Our first such match was at Hillingdon's EQ, Ruislip on Dec.17th, and
although we had five of the first six home we were beaten into third place
by the home club and Shaftesbury in a close result, scoring 8 a side. The
scores were 105/108/112 respectively. Gerry North was the individual winner
by almost 2 minutes from John Thresher.

On February 4th, over Polytechnic's course in Richmond Park, a two-
sided match was held scoring 12 a side.Being almost on home ground we would
normaly have had a strong turn-out, but this was also the day of our Club
visit to Belgium and our best nine runners were absent; nevertheless twenty
Belgravians toed the starting line. Howard Satchell set off as though deput-
ising for Gerry North but paid dearly for the experience and it was left to
Chris Steer and John Dear to lead our men home in 3rd and 6th places respect-
ively. Once again the home team ran out winners - 113/187.

The last minor fixture was against TVH at Cranford on February 18th
where the Valley scored a 15?%/226% victory. Thirteen Belgravians made the
gournoy but of the first-liners only Bicourt (4th) and Major (6th) and Hart

26th) appeared - the latter obviusly having an "easy", rounding up our
supporting runners.

—_—  ——————————————————————————————

Now the Cross-Country season is over this an opportune moment to remind
our runners, of all age groups, of Belgrave's unwritten 15th rule: “Unle?s
injured, no Belgravian shall ever retire from a race, once under starter's
orders". There should be no need to elaborate on a philosophy that has been
in-bred in Belgravian teams for eighty years.

From ‘The BELGRAVIAN’

25 YEARS AGO.....

H%I, 1941 - "The thanks of all members are due to Les
Cohen and his wife for their unfailing zeal and efforts in making the
Belgrave Harriers' Supporters' Club such a stupendous success during this
last season. They have both done a wonderful job of work and, believe me,
the Hon. Treasurer is truly grateful,

What! Never heard of the B.H.S.C.? Well, just ask Les about it when

....and 40 YEARS AGO

February, 1927 - "The New Year has opened brightly enough
with our victory in the Surrey County C.C. Championship and this augers
well for the future.

An opinion has been expressed that at some early future date we shall
have seriously to consider the prospect of moving from Wimbledon for our
Cross-Country runs. Although it was stated, as a reason, that a more
bona-fide Cross-Country course was the chief requirement it appears that the
greater concern at present will be the completion of the new Arterial Road

which appears likely to cross our present course by the Robin Hood Gate of
Richmond Park."



BELS MISS THEIR CHANCE
4th in NATIONAL |

COSTESSEY, NORWICH - March 4th !

This could have been "our year™. A fast, dry flat course, a team rvnning into top form
and our main rivals seeminglyhaving difficulty to reproduce their strength of last year. But
it was not to he. Despite truly excellent packing of 9 in 140 (in a field of 831 ) we barely |
managed to retain our 4th position of last year.

The Tragedy of the race, through Belgrave eyes was the misfortune of Gerry North. The
Southern Champion, currently showing his lust form for years, was with the leaders after a u
mile but then faded. Obviously not feeling his usual self, he fought on with tremendous
determination and at 7 miles was still 15th, but with legs wobbling and a strange oblivion
taking over only his sixth sense kept him tottering on to the finish as rumner after runner
swept past. John Thresher caught him 100 yards from the finish and sacrificing 2 or 3 places
ushered Gerry to the line where our Captain collapsed for the first time in a long and illus-
trious career. Although it was only in the last half mile that we slipped from 3rd to Lth,
no-one would have blamed Gerry if he had dropped out. It is indicative of the feeling in the
team that no one for some time afterwards was concerned with the team result., It was 20 min-
utes before Gerry was on his feet again and one wonders whether he was in the early stages of
illness of whether the considerable shock he suffered after the "Southern" had not cleared
from his nervous system. This is the fist time that Gerry has finished the "National™ to
find himself excluded from the International team.

Our team got a good start on the inside of the field when the mass of multi-coloured
vests streaked away at exactly 2.30 p.m., but this was offset after 500 yards when a.sharp
right hand turn meant they were reduced to a walk as they "queued up" to go round the cornerl
At the mile post we had 3 in 0, with the remainder outside 120 and Bill Kerr trailing around
the 200 mark. :

The positions after one lap are not usually far off the final score and at this point
we had North B, Thresher 35, Fairclough 58, Hart 97, Williams 119, Bicourt 130, Dance 150,
O'Hara 154 and Kerr 160. All except North, Threshery and Williams were making ground and it
looked as though only Portsmouth were out of reach, although we had more than a solitary eye
cocked at Longwood He who had too many vests in the first 100 for our comfort.

Fairclough showed again that the second circuit is always his best by gaining 15 places.
Bicourt tried to follow suit but after an early gain of B positions lost some ground. Mean-
while Hart ploughed on in his steady, reliable way while O'Hara and Kerr mopped up the rear
guard. We had now consolidated to 9 in 149 and with one lap to go we had North 12, Thresher
34, Fairclough 43, Hart 88, Williams 122, Bicourt 132, Kerr 136, O'Hara 137 and Dance 149.

The final circuit was the crucial one. As Gerry suffered, John Thresher was stricken
with the most ghastly blisters on both feet and battled his way to the finish with blood
soaked shoes. Fortunately incidents like these are exceptions, and there was obviously
nothing wrong with the rest of the team as they stormed through to the finish picking up 67
places amongst them, but it was all too late and none knew, of course, what had happened to
our two leading men.

Bouquets go to Tony Fairclough who takes the "H., Parker Memorial Bowl™ for the first
Belgravian to finish, to Laurie O'Hara who came staight from night-work to make the long trip
and indeed, to the whole team who, with Geoff MNorth's inclusion must be on the verge of !
reaping major honours.

RESULT

1. R Taylor (Coventry)eeeessss 12 L2,

2. L. Stewart (V of Leven).seses. 119 L8,

3. B« Rose (Ns Zealand)eesesos 121 50. Thra SHAT®, o0 % o telon s 8/ ttest
4. J. Hogan (PolyYesscssinsases 127 83, T. Hart.

5. T. Johnston (Portsmouth). 137 106. W. Kerr.

6. E. Gray (N. Zealand). tho 114, L, O'Hara. Team result
7. R. Fowler (Ns Staffs)esesssss 152 127.  G. Williams. on back page
8. R, Holt (Hercules)sssssssss 258 128, J. Bicourt.

9. A« Rushmer (Tipton)..... .45:08 140,  W. Dance.

10. N, Wyatt (N Zealand)eeeesss 109 * John was really 49th,

BACKPIECE PHOTOS:(by Ron Linstead, top, and Eddie Lacey)

TOP_LEFT: Barefooted Hart in the throes of a 9 miles battle with Dai Davies (TVH) who

i pipped him by one place.

TOP RIGHT: Bicourt leads Ward (Man.DLC), Billings (Sutt.in A) and team-mate O'Hara. John
finished one place ahead of Billinge and 23 up on Ward.

BOTTOM: A desperate North fights to hold off Bob Holt, Peter Welsh (Empire S'chase
gold-medallist) and Mike Turner.
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TEAMS

1. Portsmouth AC (55275275347,375202) s st eonnscecenssenseess2et Points

2. Nth Staffs & Stone(7,16,69,85,87,104).... points

3. Longwood H. (38,45,49,74,92,121).00ceecs pointe

4. BELGRAVE H. (42,48,50,83,106,114)..... points

5. Reading AC (31,33,43,44,131,161).... points

6. Tipton He  (9522,51,119,139,145)scscscccssssssccssssesesss485 points
7. Coventry 537 pts. B. Derby 547 pte. 9. T.V.H. 604 pts. 10. Manchester DLC. 612pts.
1. Blackheath 617 pts. 12. Leicester C.A.T. 660 pts. 13. Hercules 776 pts.

(73 teams closed in) (831 started)

COMING!

MARCH 25th: Cranford:

——T.V.H. Road Relay

Hurlingham———-—-A.A.A. T miles Walk
Mitcham—-----—-London Vids W.C. Open '15'
APRIL.1st Leicester-—————-— NATIONAL ROAD RELAY

Battersea—-— Met W.C. Open 20 Kilos
APRIL 8th  Brighton--------Front Road Relay

Brightony—— -Youths Road Race

Croydon--———————Surrey %.C. 20 miles

STOP PRESS !

Gerry North shook off the effects of his all-out run in the "National™ by
turning out against tha New Zealanders again just T days later at Chigwell Row. And he
nearly wonl Only man to beat him was Kiwl Eddie Gray---by one secondl Oray finished
gixth in the National the previous week. Gerry must now feel hopeful that the bad luck
;ha:ih:lt him immediately after the "Southern" at Parliament Hill, finished it's run at

orwich.

RESULT: 1. E. Gray(N.2)29:11, 2. Gerry North 29:12, 3. T. Briault (Enfield) 29:28.

Belgrave walkers scored an impressive win in the "Ipswich 10" with the low
scoring of 2nd, 3rd and 5th-——David Mayo taking the Suffolk Championship into the
bargain. :

RESULT:1. K. Easlea (Enfield). 2. R. Middleton. 3. R. Barmes.

BELGRAVE WIN SOUTHAMPTON/BOURNEMOUTH Y.

Running in atrocious conditions, of driving rain and sleet, our 'A' team ran
out good winners in a time only 48 secs outside their own course record. Our 'B' team
also did magnificently to finish sixth.

After being tripped up in the early stages, Tony Fairclough finished sixth on the
first stage, 28 secs down on Heaver of Blackheath. Trevor Hart knocked 17 secs off
Pettitfs lap record for the next stage to move us up to 2nd and a back-in-form Cerry
Forth followed suit by loppimg 24 secs off Ellis's record to put us way out in front.
Kerr had no difficulty in holding the lead with a very good time, but the sensation on
this stage was the Tunning of Chris Steer who absolutely hammered the opposition to
move our 'B' team from 16th to 8th with a time only one second slower than Bill's.

Laurie O'Hara had a shock on the penultimate leg when his minute lead was wiped
out by new International Bob Holt who sped tp a new lap record, 13 seconds better than
Gerry's existing mark. Gerry Williams had no difficulty in restoring our position and
ran in a comfortable winner. John Bicourt produced a fine stint for the 'B' team to
bring them home sixth and was helped in his effort by his determination to beat the
time of his 'A' team counterpart—--that's the stuffl
RESULT
1. BELGRAVE H. "A'evessssoenss2:25:07
2. Hercules ACesssssssosasssss282583]
3, Bristol ACseessscssscssesss2125:58

4. Blackheath H sccsvavcees
5. Mitcham ACe..s..
6. BELGRAVE 'B'..

seee

vesesess 2328332

Lo O'HBTBseseeeesennsa25:5]
G. WilliamS.e.esessess26:31

'A' Team "B' Team
6) A. Fairclough.........25:54 (20)| T tDERT S e o ta ek alaivinwoivis sasis 2OEHS
2) M. HaTtes.ssenssssssssl]118 rec 16) A.
1) Gerry North...........27:31 rec 16) W. et steiee ek ale e e 29 3 D)
(1) W KeTTessessssessassa22:02 8) c. s aeinnpers 22103
) ()
) (6)

To DlcOUTE: casssacociancercs2b10d
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