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Leonard Collingwood Donald Masters Tina Jordan

Brahim S.Erden Mark L. Waller Mark A. Yexley
Steven Heaps Gary A. Wilson Andrew Marshall
Anthony G.Lane Janet E. Wilson Roy W. Fraser
Mark Bradbury Pamela St. Ange Joseph Busa
Anthony T. Pearce Peter St. Ange Paul Busa

Derek J. Thompson Ian A. Duncan Kevin A. Clarke
Rebecca Augustin Pauline Johnson John W. Close
Jamshed Sethna Sophia Monerville Andrew R. Gladwin
Anita Dixon John Angus Jdohn W. Gladwin
Dawn M. McNeill Edward Murphy Martyn J.Head
Shirley Squires Richard N. Tester John Henderson
Marion J. Watson Patrick L. Halliday Paul Henderson
Fiona Wishart Steven Gayle Mark P. Jeffery
Stuart E. King Fitzroy Hibbert Peter D. Jeffery
Carl Cross Anthony A. Powley Stephen P. Jeffery
Heinz K. Stahl Rhys D. Rowlands Stephen Johnson
Trevor McDermot Joan M., Mahoney John R. Litster
Mary E. Sexton Kevin McDermot Alan J. McLaughlin
Velma Simms ] James P. McLaughlin

Front page: Mark Shippen shoots for 4.20m in the Southern League
pole vault at Battersea. Photo by Alan Mead

Mark won the Surrey Schools event in June with 4.00m to break his
own Youth and Junior Club Records and then went on to equal this
height twice more before the month was out. In July he improved
agein to 4.15m but then lost the All-England Schools event to a lad
who had never beaten him before and who had upped his personal best
twice during the competition to keep pace with Mark. They both
cleared 4.09m but Mark lost on the countback. In the Schools Inter-
national our man broke his pole while warming up minutes before the
competition began - a nasty experience but one which all vaulters
have to face once in a while. Luckily he was uninjured but was
forced to sit that one out.

Then, on September 10th, Mark became the first Belgravian to hold
all Club Records for an event, from Boys' age group to Seniors',
when he cleared 4.20m in an invitation event at Woking won by Britis
Record holder Brian Hooper. The bar was raised another 20cm after
this and Mark failed to go any higher but he was near enough for it
to be seen that 4.30m is on the cards.

For those who still fail to think metric, 4.20m is 13 feet 9% inches
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The A.A.A. 4x100 metres relay champion-
ship was won in 41.3 by Wolverhampton &
Bilston, with Thames Valley 2nd in 41.6
and City of Stoke 3rd in 43.2. Where 4did
Belgrave Harriers place? Surely our team
which has clocked 42.3 this season should
have been in there fighting for the
medals.

There was a very good reason for the Bels
non-participation. The powers-that-be who
FOUNDED 1887 arrange the nation's athletic fixtures
seem to think that it is a good idea to
hold A.A.A. championship events and
Southern League events on the same day!

President
For some years we have had to put up with
Jdohn V. Baker our decathletes choosing between support-
ing their club or going to the A.A.A.
General Hon. Sec. Decathlon; now our sprinters face the

‘same problem.
Derek R. Crookes

209 Lynmouth Avenue Please, somebody up there at the A.A.A.
Morden offices, get our major fixtures sorted
Surrey out. We know that the fixture list is

crowded these days and that it is diffi-
Hon. Treasurer cult to fit everything in but there are

only six Southern League dates in the
John V. Baker calendar and there is some talent outside
c/o Belgrave Hall the National League sides.

Denmark Road
Wimbledon SW19 4PG

You may have noticed from the address

Hon. Editor shown on the left that the "Belgravian"
Editor is now living in Berkshire. This
Alan R. Mead will obviously preclude him from attend-
3 Redberry Close ing Belgrave Hall so frequently to keep
Caversham Park Village| abreast of Club news so help is therefore
Reading required to keep our magazine going.
Berkshire Ideally a person is needed to take charge

of each section's results and reports and
to forward them to the Editor at regular
intervals. There is no need for these
folk to do all the writing - they can
farm it out as much as they like - but if one person can take on the
responsibility for each area of our activities, it will make our
Editor's task of co-ordinating the whole thing so much easier.

Please contact the Editor if you would like to help.




@® Our oldest member, Charlie Speechley, who will be ninety by the
time this is in print, recently fell from a ladder in his garden
causing very bad lacerations to his legs and breaking two ribs. He
was badly shaken but after a spell in hospital was patched up and
competed in this years Veterans' A.C. 100 metres Championship.
Charlie doesn't come to many meetings these days but sends his
regards to his old friends.

@® It was good to see Vice-President Jack Bidgood at the Club Champ-

ionships. He still has a powerful physique that many a thrower would

envy. In his day he was a good long-distance walker and the energy he
developed walking from London to Brighton or from Barking to Southend
(an event he won on one occasion) must have been terrific.

@® Have you noticed the Autumn 1977 slimline Bob Taylor - he's
obviously getting fit for cross country course marking. It appears
that the back markers in our races will again have the embarrassment
of not being able to hold onto the man collecting the flags.

@® Steve Williams has had an interesting first track season. The
Jubilee Relay saw him miss his take-over, sprint 200 metres to grab
the baton and then commence to run his mile whilst divesting himself
of most of his tracksuit. In the Club 10km Championship he managed to
get involved in running an extra lap, and then turning up to watch a
a league match on another occasion, suddenly found himself ushered

to the start of the 800 metres despite all his protestations.

@® Congratulations to Don Bonser who is now married and living in
Sutton. We don't know his good lady's name but we send our best
wishes.

@® Gerald Collins is also now married, to Jane, and he has obviously
made a good choice as she is not only a jogger herself but reminds
him to get out training. Best wishes to them both.

@® And yet another Belgravian has taken the plunge. John Stow and Pam
were married in September with many Belgravians present. It seems
confusion was caused by Gordon Biscoe handing out numbers and pins at
the reception while Colin Pearson spent half the time looking for the
changing rooms!

® We were sorry to learn recently of the death of C.A.Wattem. Living
in Lincolnshire he competed in a number of "Brightons" around the
thirties. A modest performer he was nevertheless enormously proud of
the standard medals and certificates which his efforts brought him.

® TFund raising is no new conception to us. Our Vice-President
Edmund Donovan on a recent visit back home (from New York) recalled
how in his day (about the time of World War I) the wife of one of
our members used to get some white material and run up neatly tailor-
ed shorts to sell for Club funds. Another good lady made home-made
toffee to sell for the same cause - it sold very quickly. Two or
three years ago Ed. entertained a few of the Club officers to dinner
at his club. This year the compliment was repaid at a pub in
Battersea. He was delighted to talk over old times and personalities
and one thing became very apparent - he knew more about Battersea
than his hosts did!
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® Our first social event at Belgrave Hall since the alterations was
a great success. The 'Jaguars' were as good (and loud) as ever and
will be back with us again in the New Year. Well done Messrs. Lawton,
Satchell, Gorman, Pearson and Couzens who worked up to lam the
previous night getting the Hall ready.

® It was good to see the slim and stylish figure of Eric Hall
competing in the Club 3,000 metres walking championship. One of our
greatest all-round walkers he gained place medals in all the R.W.A.
Championships, winning the 20 miles on one occasion. He had similar
successes on the track and his efforts earned him two Olympic vests
- 1956 (50km) and 1960 (20km).

® Once again Mrs. Aplin braved the elements (you always have to for
this event) to attend the Club 10,000 metres Track Walking Champion-
ship, and once more we have to thank her for donating a handicap
prize and presenting the awards.

® It is rumoured that the Jubilee bonfire on Epsom Downs consumed .
two tables from Belgrave Hall. It seems that some of the fixtures
and fittings at the Hall were not recognisable from the junk that-
was thrown out during rebuilding.

® It has certainly been a bumper year for Belgrave babies. Judy and
Jim Rimmer had twins Owen and Stuart on April 18th - weighing in at
seven and eight pounds apiece! Clare Louise made her entrance on
June 28th, much to the pleasure of Jean and John Hamilton, and at
around this time Jan and Martin Best produced a son, Luke. Latest on
the list is Hazel Ellen Mead who arrived on September 14th making
Pat the first of our lady members to give birth. Alan Mead says that
Hazel is sure to be another Irena Szewinska as she arrived at 4.40
(yds or pm?) feet first.

Other births are imminent.’

THANKYOU! (£252)

ALLEN E.A. FLANAGAN G. 0'CONNOR P.

APLIN E.M. FOTHERINGHAM D. PEARSON C.

ASHFORD W.J. HARE A.J. (MRS.) PEARSON G.M.

BARNES R.L. HARE J.M. READMAN BOB

BEST J.S. (MRS.) HENN C.H. SAVAGE MRS.

BISCOE G. HILTON J.H. SHEPHERD WYN

BRICKWOOD D.A. HOPKINS R. SHIELDS H.W. & B.M.

BROWN D. JARVIS F. SHIPPEN C.

CALLUM R.B. KING H. SMART J.C.

CARTER J.C. LETTIN R.A. SMITH MARTIN

COLE L.R. (SAILOR) LONGSHAW TED STIMPSON E. & E.

COLLIS C. MACLENNAN C. STROUD A.E.

DAVIS J. MACMULLEN D. TAYLOR BRUCE J.

DOUBLEDAY G.S. MANN L. TAYLOR BOB

EGLINTON B. MANNING C.E. - WALL T.V.

ELSON R. MITCHELL BERT WASBROUGH J.

FAIRCLOUGH A.C. MORRIS L. WHITEHEAD R.P.
MOULLIN J.

...... fof such generosity in contributing towards the new tables

ind chairs at Belgrave Hall. &&M % (\\\/\ .



JULY 23rd 1977 — CRYSTAL PALACE

A 2nd and four 4ths in A.A A,

Graham Seatter was not only the highest placed Belgravian at the
1977 A.A.A. Championships, he was also the highest placed New
Zealander. That's some feat when one considers that those Olympic
Medallists and World Record holders John Walker and Dick Quax were
competitors. Graham placed 2nd in the 3,000 metres walk in 12:14.9;,
not too far behind Roger Mills of Ilford who equalled the Champion-
ship Best of 12:08.4. Other Belgrave walkers were Carl Lawton, 4th
in 12:56.7, and John Hall, 9th in 13:28.4.

John Bicourt qualified for the steeplechase final with 8:46.8. He
started ‘at the back of the field in the final but then worked his
way up to 4th by the finish - 8:48.4.

In the sprints Ernest Obeng looked really sharp. Running into a 1.9
metre wind (worth one or two tenths) he took his heat in 10.74 ahead
of a cruising Clancy Edwards of the U.S.A, 6th fastest man in the
World this year at 10.18. Another tight finish in the final had
Ernie just out of the medals by 1/100th of a second as he crossed
the line 4th in 10.75. Only one U.K. competitor was ahead of him,
Tim Bonsor 3rd in 10.74, with the first two positions going to the
Americans Edwards, 10.48 and Charlie Wells, 10.65. Behind Ernie
were top rated British sprinters Green, Hoyte and Roberts plus
Davies of Jamaica.

These performances added to Carl Lawton's fourth place in the 10km
walk back in March give Belgrave a highly creditable 2nd and four
4ths for 1977.

DOUGLAS SPORTS

St. Martins House, 16 St. Martin's-le-Grand, London, ECIA 4EP
Mall Address - Proprietor: D.P. Maughan (01-686 2649 evening)

*SPECIAL OFFER Light Weight Cotton Tralning Bottoms Navy or Red £2.50%

Agents for:

REEBOK TIGER METRIC

RAY O'DONOGHUE SPORTSWEAR - PORTIA - OLYMPIC TROPHIES

Generous club discount Many models In stock

Don't miss the

BOXING DAY HANDICAPS

Battersea Park on Monday 26th December

Entries on the day. Events: Ladies 100 metres and walk, Mens 100
metres, shot, 3,000 run and 3,000 walk. Meeting conmences at 11 am.



OUR
RRESIOENID

John
V.
Bahker

by Charlie Manning

I was asked at the 11th hour to write something about John - it will
not have the polished professionalism of Alan Mead or the suave con-
fident touch of Clive Shippen (although I think he uses a ghost writer)
so I decided on a sort of questionnaire......

Charlie: The beginning's a good place to start, so where were you
born? It may appear a silly question but half the Club don't think you
were born at all but hatched like a vulture and the other half, giving
you the benefit of the doubt, would say Israel.

John: New Malden.

C: Let's assume you have a good memory. Can you tell us something of
your youth?

J: They started a war when I was quite young....I left home at 15 (C:
bloody delinquent even then!)....joined NAAFI (Navy,Army,Air Force
Institution) and was put in the Navy to be sent abroad.

C: On reading back so far is that OK?

J: No:! No: Having joined NAAFI before the war and working on the naval
side, naturally decided to go to sea. I joined HMS Bramham, a newly
commissioned Hunt Class destroyer (under 1,000 tons) on June 13th
1942. Escorted the King and Queen to Ireland, then had a near escape
from death when the ship made a sharp manoeuvre and I lost my footing.
I skidded across the deck and wassaved from going over the side and
into the propellors by a pile of netting on the edge. You have to
remember there are only stanchions and one wire - no formal railings..

The first notable action was Operation Pedestal on which the whole war
hinged - it was the relief of Malta. Of a convoy of 14 merchantmen,
only five got through, of which the tanker "Ohio" was the key. The
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"Ohio"™ was carrying essential fuel and was under constant attack from
submarines, E-boats, mines on parachutes and one Stuka actually crash-
ed on its deck. Three hours sleep in 90 hours and no food for five
days - and I weighed more before that than I do now. I was seventeen
years o0ld then.

The following month we were in the Artic Circle. Two of my engage-
ments they made films from. Within two months I was on Operation
Torch which was the North African invasion. We were hit and made port
with the decks under water. Then we took off the dead and injured.
One bomb came right through my mess deck!

C: As well as sums, was there anything else that you enjoyed doing?
J: Well actually maths was my worst subject at school.

C: What were your ambitions apart from Denis Healey's job?
J: Don't think I've ever had any.

C: As a young man, and I'm sure you have been one, what was the gen-
eral pattern of your life?

J: Scouting, cricket, tennis, cycling, camping...and athletics.

C: 'ang about -~ we'll come to that in a minute.

C: Right. Now let's turn our attention to athletics. Can you tell
me in just a few words what misguided chance led you into sport?

J: The NAAFI had a sports day and I came last in a mile race. They
put a cartoon in the local paper. Then they had an athletics section
- I was on the committee. We raced against other firms - that's how
I met you. As you were no good we let you run.

C: I personally have known you to masquerade as a runner but contemp-
oraries of Alf Shrubb have suggested that you are a failed walker too,
can you comment?

J: I've never done any walking with the Club but I was once detailed
to compete in a mile walk for my firm and I came second.

C: We all have a favourite mountain to conquer. Yours would be me -
but on a more realistic level is there anything in particular you'd
like to achieve?

J: Yes. The London to Brighton run. I still intend to do it - provid-
ing my leg doesn't give out.

C: Some of our younger members have flattered you by saying you have
been Giles' model for 'Chalky'. Would you now make a firm denial?
J: Ha! Ha! Ha! - having been in one cartoone.c...

C: The mafia of Belgrave Harriers have unanimously agreed to your
election as President. What's in it for them?
J: Ha! Ha! You're not putting that are you?

C: What's in it for the Club.
J: Tightening of belts.....

C: What do you hope to do that Belgrave will remember you with despair.
J: Increase the subs. - no, I'm not a vindictive man.

C: Remember you with pleasure?

J: (...a long pause and no answer).

C: You are obviously aware of your role at the Club Dinner. A furious
debate is going on about who will be your partner. Gordon Biscoe
thinks it will be Racquel Welch - I think it will be Christine Keeler
- and Brian Gorman thinks it will be Brian Gorman. You could stop a
lot of speculation now by telling us so we can keep Nigel Dempster and
William Hickey away.

J: Well, there won't be anyone — I'm a lone wolf.

C: (Watch it girls - you know how they hunt!)
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J: I'm always on my own on the top table anyway. Really I haven't
made my mind up yet. All members can apply - including Brian Gorman.

C: Are you going to make any statement on your policy?
J: It's all in my report as Treasurer.

Well that's it but looking around his flat I see his taste in reading
is basically Zane Grey, music is Glen Miller and he exercises with a
night storage heater.

FROIM THE PRESIDENT
(AND TREASURER)

May I remind members that subscriptions are due from July 1st.
Those who have paid in advance may, if they wish, ignore the sub.
reminder form but I ask all others to pay promptly so I may settle
current accounts.

The alterations to the hall will in due course bring in more members
and therefore more subs. so it is up to all of us to keep the name
of Belgrave in the news.

With that in mind I would like to remark on those who couldn't be
bothered to turn out for the Blackheath Harriers relay at Crystal
Palace. They certainly let down the club when there was a lot of
publicity around. The veterans team in particular missed the chance
of being the first Vets. team in the country after some members made
long journeys to compete only to find that we ended up three short.
The next Veterans team was eight minutes behind. I hope our newly
formed ladies section will turn out next year.

RON LANGHEIM will be organising a draw to help club funds so remem-
ber, a good return may mean less increase in your subscriptions. Sell
as many books of tickets as you can and return the counterfoils
promptly. The draw will take place at the club dinner.

The club thanks the following members who made donations to club
funds during the past financial year.
John V Baker

Mrs. Aplin Jd. Goswell C. Pearson
J.V. Baker M. Guilmant G. Pearson
R. Barnes R. Hall A. Penny

G. Biscoe W.H. Hare E. Penny

D. Brickwood R. Hopkins Snr. A. Penstone
C. Brooks P. Hilliar Mrs. Savage
C.T. Carter C. Henn Mrs. Shepherd
C. Churcher F. Jarvis H. Satchell
D. Cocks H. King H. Shields
L. Coleman W. Lucas C. Shippen
C. Collis C. Manning R.T. Taylor
W.J. Couzens A. Mead J. Thresher
D. Crookes J. Morris C. Walker
N. Dewbury C. MacLennan F. Webb

G. Doubleday C. Munro W. Webb
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JULY 9th 1977 - MOTSPUR PARK- — BELGRAVE TRACK & FIELD CHAMPIONSHIPS.

GilUBMEHAMBIONSHIRS

Senior Men. 100: 1.E.Obeng 11.2; 2.J.Evans 11.7; 3.C.Brooks 11.8;
4.M.Smith 12.2; 5.P.Whitby 12.7; 6.J.Preston; 7.S.Crosbie. 200:1.E.
Obeng 22.5; 2.J.Evans 22.9; 3.R.Hopkins 23.1; 4.J.Preston 25:15 5.d
Caple 28.3. 400: 1.R.Hopkins 51.7; 2.C.Gillett 51.7; 3.J.Stevenson
53.3; 4.P.Whitby 54.5; 5.S.Williams 55.7. 800: 1.J.Stevenson 159,23
2.C.Gillett 2:02.1; 3.J.Bicourt 2:03.3; 4.C.Pearson 2:04.6; 5.S.
Holmes 2:04.6; 6.S.Williams 2:07.0; 7.D. Cocks 2.09.0; 8.L.0'Hara
2.10.0; 9.D.Baines 2:17.0; 10.R.Bale.2:22.0; 11.D.Maughan 2:26.0;
12.D.Gordon 2:27.0; 13.J.Plummer 2:32.0; 14.J.Caple 2:33.0; 15.C.
Manning 2:33.0; 16.M.Best 2:35.03 17.D.Bullock 2:44.0. 1500 1.d.
Bicourt 4:02.8; 2.J.Stow 4:07.0; 3.C.Pearson 4:14.7; 4.P,Hardwick
4:33.0; 5.L.Coy 4:36.1; 6.S.Masterson 4:39.0; 7.M.Manning 4:44.0; 8.
C.Lawton 4:48.0; 9.R.Martin 4:48.0; 10.R.Bale 4:51.03 11.J.Hall
4354.05 12.J.Carr 4:54.0; 13.G.Seatter 4:57.0; 14.D.Maclean 5:05.0;
15.5.Bennett 5:20.0; 16.M.Best 5:24.0; 17.D.Bullock 5:38.0; 18.J.
Morris 6:16.0. 110H: 1.P.Whitby 15.9; 2.J.Preston 16.5; 3.M.Lindsay-
Bailey 16.6; 4.C.Brooks 18.3. 3000SC: 1.I.Duncan 9:57.6; 2.A.Black
10:02.2; 3.L.Mann 10:09.1; 4.LCoy 10:10.6. LJ: 1.R.Hopkins 6.84; 2.
C.Brooks 6.40; 3.A.Bentt 6.29; 4.P.Grosbie 6.17; 5.M.Smith 6.15; 6.
S.Crosbie 5.96; 7.J.Preston 5.59. TJd: 1.A.Bentt 13.35; 2.M.Smith
11.94; 3.P.Crosbie 11.90; 4.M.Lindsay-Bailey 11.83. HJ: 1.R.Hopkins
1.80; 2.A.Bentt 1.70. SP: 1.C.Brooks 12.45; 2.M.King 01475 Bede
Martin 11.31; 4.M.Sexton 7.39., DT: 1.C.Brooks 38.90; 2.M.King 35.76;
3.M.Smith 32.58; 4.J.Martin 30.06. JT: 1.P.Crosbie 55.70; 2.C.Brooks
46.92; 3.J.Martin 41.56; 4.S.Crosbie 36.34; 5.J.Dunsford 34.98; 6.J.
Preston 27.26. 3000 Walk: 1.G.Seatter 12:31.8; 2.C.Lawton 135.21.83
3.J.Hall 13.45.0; 4.J.Dunsford,dnr. 14:53.4; 5.d .Bromley 14:59.0;
6.5.Bennett 15:18.0; 7.R.Dorman 15:32.0; 8.J.Dunsford,Snr. 15242,0;
9.N.Morris 15:52.0; 10.P.Morris 16.48.0; 11.J.Morris 17:0%.05 12.3.
Plummer 17:33.0; 13.T.Cook 17:38.0; 14.M.Best 19:52.0; 15.D.Bullock
20:02.0.

dunior Men. 100: 1.P.Halliday 12.9; 2.D.Bailey 13.0. 200: 1.D.Bailey
25.9; 2.P.Halliday 26.0; 3.R.Martin 26.1; 4.M.Sinclair 30.3; 400: 1.
D.Bailey 54.9; 2.P.Clay 60.3. 800: 1.P.Gardner 2:08.1; 2.D.Bradford
2:08.4; 3.S.Williamson 2:13.6; 4.J.Searle 2:17.1; 5.A.Perriam 252043
6.M.8inclair 2:29.4. 1500: 1.P.Gardner 4:32.1; 2.5.Williamson 4837 .23
3.A.Perriam 4:40.0; 4.D.Bradbury 4:47.5; 5.J.Searle 4:57.2. Ld: 1.M.
Lindsay-Bailey 6.22; 2.S.Samson 5:32; 3.D.Couzens 4.51. HJ: 1.M.
Lindsay-Bailey 1.80; 2.S.Samson 1.80; 3.P.Clay 1.60; 4.M.Sinclair
1.56a

Boys. 100: 1.K.Clarke 13.1; 2.P.Lyttle 13.5; 3.G.Wilson 13.5; 4.M.
Cannon 14.0; 5.D.Blackburn 15.0; 6.G.Sexton 15.0; 7.J.Litster; 8.P.
Henderson. 800: 1.M.Walker 2:13.5; 2.M.Cannon 2:13.8; 3.D.Blackburn
2:32.1; 4.G.Sexton 2:34.5; 5.J.Litster 2:46.4; 6.P.Lyttle 2:47.0.
Hd: 1.M.Cannon 1.63.

colts. 100: Heat One. 1.S.Pritchard 17.4; 2.P.Thorpe 17.5; 3.D.Orriss
17.9; 4.D.Masters 19.0; 5.A.Marshall 20,0; 6.T.Hall. Heat Two. 1.R.
Taylor 17.3; 2.5.Wyld 17.7; 3.R.Palmer 17.7; 4.R.Henderson 19613 5.
K.Sexton 20.6. Final. 1.P.Thorp 15.8; 2.S.Pritchard 16.0; 3.R.Taylor
16.0; 4.R.Palmer 16.0; 5.D.Orriss 16.1; 6.S.Wyld 16.1. 800: 1.R.
Palmer 2:46.0; 2.P.Thorp 2:49.9; 3.R.Taylor 2:56.7; 4.D.Masters
3:01.5; 5.5.Wyld 3:04.9; 6.K. Sexton 3:05.0; 7.A.Marshall 3:20.0;
8.R.Henderson 3:27.0; 9.T.Hall 3%:37.0. HJ: 1.S.Wyld 1.50; 2.R.Palmer
14205 3:.PsThorp 1«20,

























































































































































